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LIKCOLIN'S  CAK. 


DISMANTLED       AND       DECAYING 
OMAHA    UAILItOAD   YARDS. 


Ah  IllMtorlc  Relic  That  AViia   Made   to 

Suit  the  IfleuM  ot  the  Martyr 

Presideut- 

In  an  obscure  corner  of  the  yards  of  the 
Union  Pacific  car  shops  In  Omaha,  in  a 
dilapidated  and  abandoned  condition, 
stands  a  truly  historic  relic  known  as  the 
"Lincoln  car."  Its  sides  are  cracked  and 
weather-beaten,  and  the  glass  in  its  win- 
dows and  the  brass  railings  on  its  plat- 
forms are  long  ago  gone.  All  the  compart- 
ments and  sumptuous  Interior  furnishing,^ 
and  decorations  have  been  removed,  and 
it  stands  like  a  barren,  decaying  hulk  of 
its  once  proud  self.  From  its  former  prom- 
inent association  with  President  Lincoln, 
both  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  and 
then  after  his  death,  it  would  eeem,  says 
the  Chicago  "Tribune,"  the  car  deserves 
a  better  fate  than  to  rot  in  neglect  and 
obscurity.  This  car  was  built  specially  for 
Mr.  Lincoln  In  the  United  States  military 
car  shops  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  1864,  by 
B.  P.  Lamason,  master  car  builder,  and  was 
certainly  one  of  the  handsomest  private 
railroad  coaches  in  its  day.  It  was  used 
by  the  President  repeatedly  In  his  visits 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  down  In  Vir- 
ginia, and  also  to  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  Lincoln  car  is  forty-two  feet  long 
by  eight  and  one-half  feet  wide,  ',.  \  dur- 
ing the  time  Mr.  Lincoln  used  it  was  di- 
vided in  three  compartraentis.  It  was  en- 
tered by  a  door  in  the  corner,  which  opened 
Into  a  narrow  passageway  extending  the 
entire  length  of  the  car  along  one  side. 
From  this  passageway  doors  opened  into 
each  of  the  three  private  rooms.  The 
room  in  one  end  of  the  car  was  consider- 
ably larger  than  the  others,  and  was  fur- 
nished with  a  large  sofa  and  reclining 
chairs.  The  small  rooms  were  also  pro- 
vided with  sofa  and  chairs,  although'  some- 
what inferior  to  those  in  the  large  room. 
This  larger  compartment  constituted  Presi- 
jdent  Lincoln's  office  and  study,  and  i^ 
.vlie.e  lie  entertained  his  guests  and  trans- 
=  acted  business  with  officials  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  generals  of  the  army.  The 
sofa  is  a  combination  affair  and  was  made 
of  unuisual  length  to  accommodate  the 
elongated  form  of  the  President.  It  was 
;  used  as  a  sofa  or  lounge  during  the  day 
and  at  night  could  be  adjusted  Into  a 
double  bed  of  two  berths^upper  and  lower 
—like  berths  in  a  sleeping  car. 
;  The  car  was  considered  In  that  day  a 
.triumph  of  the  car  builder's  art.  The  walls 
■ot  each  of  the  compartments  were  padded 
with  rlch,^u;orded  crim.son  isllk  upholstery, 
reaching  half  way  to  the  celling,  and  the 
frieze  of  the  President's  room  was  decorated 
with  painted  panels  of  the  coats-of-arms 
of  the  different  States  of  the  Union.  The 
oar  was  ironclad,  armor  being  set  in  be- 
tween the  inner  and  outer  walls,  render- 
ing it  bullet  proof.  This  added  considera- 
bly to  its  weight,  so  much  so  that  Ita 
builders  thought  It  necessary  to  mount  It 
on  four  four-wheeled  trucks.  .       '' 

Just  after  the  close  of  the  war  the  Gov- 
ernment put  a  great  amount  of  its  railway 
material  that  had  been  used  In  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  Into  the  hands  of  an 
auction  firm  In  Cincinnati,  and  among  It 
was  the  Lincoln  car.  Sidney  Dillon,  who 
v/as  then  at  the  head  of  Union  Pacific  af- 
faire, was  directly  responsible  for  Its  pur- 
"*«ljase.  For  a  long  time  after  Its  arrival  In 
**^  .Ui?  c^r  wds  a  great  curiosity  both 


on  account  of  its  connection  with  the  mar- 
tyred President  and  also  for  the  reason  that 
It  was  then  considered  the  finest  railway 
coach  that  had  ever  been  constructed,  and 
many  thousands  of  people  visited  the  car 
shops  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  it. 

Late  in  1892  a  company  of  men  from 
New  York  sent  an  agent  to  Omaha  with  a 
view  of  negotiating  a  purcha.se  of  the  oir 
Intending  to  exhibit  it  at  the  World's  Fair! 
Satisfactory  terms  with  the  Union  Pacific 
people  could  not  be  made,  however,  and  the 
project  was  abandoned.  The  agent  de- 
sired to  have  proof  of  the  authenticity  of 
the  car  from  the  railway  officials,  and  Mr. 
I.  H.  Congdon,  for  many  year«  master  m<> 
chanic  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  in  a 
lengthy  letter  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  E.  L. 
Lomix,  general  passenger  agent  of  the 
road,  said: 

"The  famous  car  waa  brought  to  Omaha 
In  1866,  and  was  purchased  for  the  Union 
Pacific  by  T.  C.  Duraut.  Sidney  Dillon 
manifested  great  Interest  in  the  car  in  the 
early  days  of  the  road.  I  was  In  charge  of  the 
locomotive  department  of  the  Great  West- 
i  ern  Railroad  of  Illinois,  at  Springfield,  dur- 
I  ing  the  war.  and  was  there  at  the  time 
•  President  Lincoln's  remains  were  brought 
there.  The  car  had  been  used  as  the  fune- 
ral car,  and  stood  in  the  railroad  yards  dur- 
ing the  time  that  Lincoln's  body  lay  in 
state  In  the  Capitol  building,  and  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  It  closely.  I 
remember  Identifying  it  as  the  same  car 
(•when  it  came  here  in  1866.  When  first 
.  'urought  to  Omaha  it  wae  used  as  a  private 
icar  by  the  directors,  but  on  account  or  Us 
'extreme  weight  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  mounted,  it  rode  so  poorly  that  they 
soon  abandoned  it.  I  have  been  over  the 
road  with  Mr.  Dillon  In  the  Lincoln  car  and 
beard  him  speak  of  it  as  being  the  one'that 
the  President  used  during  the  war  and  In 
which  his  remains  were  brought  to' Spring- 
field. Mr.  S.  H.  H.  Clark,  now  president 
of  the  Union  Pacific,  stated  to  me  a  good 
many  years  ago  that  Mr.  Dillon  desired 
some  of  the  furniture  of  the  car  taken  out 
and  sent  to  New  York,  end  I  saw  that  his 
request  was  carried  out. 

"The  car  was  built  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  suit  Mr.  Lincoln's  idea,  and  was  so  pecu- 
liar In  construction  as  to  give  It  individual 
characteristics." 

After  the  death  of  Dillon  and  Durant  the 
car  was  sent  out  on  the  mountain  division 
of  the  Union  Pacific,  and  was  used  in  the 
desecrating  capacity  of  dining-car  for  a 
construction  gang.  Unless  the  directors  of 
the  Trans-Mississlppl  Exposition  or  some 
showman  or  historic  relic  collector  rescues 
It  from  its  present  obscurity  the  old  car 
that  carried  one  of  the  world's  greatest 
characters  during  the  latter  end  of  his  life 
and  then,  after  death,  to  his  burial  will 
soon  pass  into  disintegration. 
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CnMlAlini.S  .JUN(;TI()N.--TIic  nlil  roncli 

Wliilo  J  louse  when  lie  Wiis  ln;iUKUi;nccl 
I'lcsidonl.  was  liaiiHlcrrcil  lliroim'h  (lil.s 
cily  wluTc  il  rcinaiuc.l  on  llio  hUU:  liadt 
for  il  low  lirnirs  on  a  Hal  <ar  on  luiitc  In 
Kansas  City  wIhtc  it  iw  lo  In-  on  cxliil)!- 
tion.  Many  ix-opU'  vislUd  il.  One  of 
•  '..hinihn.s  .liincllon'H  prelly  Kills  .llnibod 
inlii  IIk'  coach  and  sul  down  In  llif  .seal 
(»■.  i;|,i(cl  liv  J.lnooln  una  had  Iut  smiling 
laccanKhll.yuoame..^^^^^^ 


I'rosident  liliicoln'.s  Pi-Ivato  Car. 

Bpeclal  Dljr^itcli  to  the  Ulobo-Democrat.  /^'l3 
Omaha,  Nku..  May  14.  — Tliere  stood  oa  a 
Bide  tracli  under  tlio  Eleventh  street  viaduct 
last  night  au  interesting  relic  of  old-time  rail- 
roading. It  WEB  the  private  car  la  which  the 
martyred  President,  Abraham  Lincoln  trav- 
eled about  the  country  hack  in  the  OUs.  It  is 
a  fttrlking  contrast  to  the  palace  on  wheels  of 
to-day.  Huauing  along  Uie  toj)  ot  the  carai-o 
the  words,  ••Coloiado  central  l{aUroad,'" 
while  beneath  the  window  Is'puinted  the  la- 
scrlpllou,  "work  train,"  but  so  worn  with 
age  as  to  be  almost  indistinguishable  The 
car  was  brought  in  from  North  Platte  vester- 
day,  where  it  has  been  for  years.  Jt  has  been 
used  as  a  boarding  car  for  section  men  It 
was  built  at  Alexandria,  Va. ,  about  thlrty- 
tlve  years  ago.  a  narrow  aisle  originally  ran 
along  one  aide,  with  doors  opoulns  into  the 
various  compuriments.  It  was  taken  lo  the 
Union  Pacillc  shops  this  morning,  where  It 
will  undergo  a  thorough  overhauling  and  be 
put  in  the  same  condition  as  when  President 
Llucoln  occupied  il.  It  will  tliea  be  taken  to 
~ Fair, 


TO  RESTORE  LINCOLN  CAR. 


Illmlorlc     Kullrotid     Coacli     lu    lie    I're* 
■  ervPiI   lu   Oiiiuliu.       l\CiC. 
.Special  Dispatch  to  The  Inter  i)<ean. 

OMAHA,  Neb.,  Teh.  17.— The  Lincoln  car, 
built  at  the  opening  of  the  war.  l.-i  to  be  given' 
lodgment  by  the  city  of  Omalia  in  a  public 
building,  if  plans  of  Omaha  colored  people  do 
not  miscarry.  For  many  years  thl.s  curious 
piece  of  railroad  C()ulpmeiu  has  been  occu- 
pying n  vacant  lot  at  the  Union  PacUic  yards, 
with  other  cast-off  rolling  stock. 

The  company  bought  the  car  shortly  after 
the  Lincoln  funeral  and  used  It  in  the  far 
West  as  a  pay  car,  It  being  especially  desirable 
for  this  purpose,  as  It  hud  halt-inch  boiler 
plate  within  lt:i  side,  concealed  by  upholster- 
ing and  mahogany.  '  These  platen  were  place4 
there  as  a  precaution  to  prevent  President 
Lincoln  being  shot  while  at  the  front,  where 
he  frequently  wont  !n  this  armored  car.  Th.j 
Union  Pacific  fcund  It  desirable  as  a  pay 
car  because  of  danger  of  outlaw  attacks.  Tha 
car  was  the  fl[.est  thing  known  to  railroading 
In  those  days,  but  today  it  stands  aside  as 
the  worst  lot  of  rubbish  Imaginable. 

The  iiegroes  of  Omaha  propose  to  have  the 
council  appropriate  money  to  secure  the  car, 
have  It  restored  as  nearly  as  possible  to  it3 
appearance  when  PiL-sidont  Lincoln  used  it, 
and  place  It  la  a  public  building  in  the  city, 
as  a  curiosity.  Dr.  M.  O.  RkUels,  a  well- 
known  colored  physician,  Is  behind  the  plan, 
and  the  negrojs  want  the  .sole  honor  ot  the 
movement.  Mayor  Moores  is  a  civil-war  vet- 
eran, and  looks  upon  the  plan,  with  favor, 
The  Union  ratlllc  has  not  Indltat-.-d  what  It 
will  accept  for  the  car,  but  the  opinion  Is  ex- 
pressed that  It  will  be  donated  to  the  elty. 
The  car  has  a  number  of  bullet  holes  and  shell 
marks  lu  It. 


Lincolu'8  Funeral  Car. 

Car  04,  which  is  now  used  for  out-  , 
fitting  purposes  by  the  Union  Pacific,  j 
has  a  remarkable  record.  It  was  | 
once  the  property  of  the  Pennsyl-  ■ 
vania  railroad.  At  the  time  the  peo- 
ple throughout  the  world  were 
shocked  because  the  news  was 
flashed  along  the  wires  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  then  president  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  assassinated 
by  John  Wilkes  Booth. 

A  few  days  later  preparations  were 
made  for  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  the  martyr  from  Washington  to 
Springfield,  111.  This  coach,  04,  was 
selected  as  the  funeral  car.  After 
the  remains  had  been  laid  to  rest  at 
the  early  home  of  the  honored  dead 
the  Union  Pacific  company  purchasetl 
the  car  as  a  memento  of  the  lamented 
chief.  At  present  the  car  is  on  the 
western  section  of  the  Union  Pacific, 
where  it  recalls  only  to  those  who  are 
well  posted  the  hallowed  memories 
which  cluster  about  its  walls. — : 
Omaha  Bee,  June  7,  1885, 


Chicago  for  exhibition  at  the  Woria* 


A  Valuftble  Relic. 


The  railroad  car  which  liiuooln  used 
whenever  he  went  to  the  trout  during 
the  later  military  operation  lu  Virgin- 
ia, and  wbieh  bore  his  body  to  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  alter  bis  assassination, 
now  remains  a  battered  lelic,  in  the 
yards  of  the  Union  J'acilio  i-ailway  at 
North  Platte,  Nebraska.  The  oar  was 
built  expressly  for  the  president  at 
the  United  States  miltary  car  sboii.s 
at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  in  lS(i4,  and 
since  Lincoln's  death  it  has  bail  a  var- 
ied earner.  It  was  used  by  the  high- 
er ofiloials  of  the  Union  Pacific  as 
their  private  oar,  and  a  special  build- 
ing was  put  up  at  Omaha  to  house  it 
while  not  in  service.  Next  it  was 
permanently  side  tracked  and  used 
by  the  Union  Pacific  division  superin- 
tendents to  live  in,  and  after  a  time  it 
was  converted  into  an  ordinary  day 
coach  for  passenger  service.  Now  its 
usefulness  is  outgrown  and  it  is  ex- 
periencing the  fate  of  an  anticiuatod 
warship.   __^^  //'•  /»  ^  Zl. 
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P    "LINCOLN  CAE"  DRAPED    '■'% 

Vehicle     Which    Bore     His     Body  ' 
Placed  on.  View  at   Omaha,         ] 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Feb.  12.— Lincoln's  blrl;h-.j 
day  was  celebrated  by  .tl\e  Union  Pa- 
cific Railroad  by  closing  the  entire  head- 
quarters for  the  day.  President  Lin- 
coln's administration  was  especially  Iden- 
tified with  the  building  of  the  Overland' 
route,  and  the  day  was  observed  as 
much  as  possible  over  the  system. 

The  "Lincoln  Car,"  which  stands  dis- 
mantled at  the  old  shops,  was  draped 
appropriately  and  people  were  given  an 
opportunity  to  view  it.  In  this  car  the 
bpdy  of  the  martyred  President  was  car- 
ried from  Washington  to  Springfield,  111. 
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THE  LINCOLN  CAR.. A  HISTORICAL  RELIC.  4 

This  la  the  private  car  In  which  Abraham  Lincoln  used  to  ride  when  he' 
was  president  By  contrasting  it  with  some  of  the  wheeled  palaces  which 
are  furnished  for  the  use  of  our  chief  executive  today  you  get  an  Idea  of 
the  progress  we  have  made  In  this  direction  In  less  than  half  a  century. 
The  rebuilding  of  the  shops  of  the  Union  Pacific  railway  at  Omaha  has 
brought  to  light  this  relic  of  wartimes,  arourid  which  cling  the  memories 
of  the  martyr  president  In  1864  the  government  built  the  car  to  be 
used  by  the  president  It  was  most  made  use  of  In  his  visits  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  car  was  built  at  the  United  States  military' 
carshopa  at  Alexandri?i,  Va.  It  Is  42  feet  long  and  8%  feet  wide  and  is 
divided  Into  three  compartments.  It  Is  Ironclad,  armbr  being  set  In  be- 
tween the  inner  and  outer  walls,  rendering  It  bullet  proof.  The  car  was 
used  to  convey  the  remains  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  Interment  at  Springfield,  111. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  the  government  auctioned  off  a  great  deal  of  lt» 
railway  material,  and  the  Lincoln  car  was  sold  to  Sidney  Dillon,  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Union  Pacific,  and  T.  C.  Durant  who  removed  It  to  Omaha. 
A  shed  was  built  for  the  car.  and  a  man  was  engaged  to  watch  and  car« 
Jar  »^    T|i^]jifeEv^alM.Tl^.M?.l^ilJfeS&  °i^  ^^^'^       ;-**■ 
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FAMOUS  LINCOLN  ^ 

CAR  HAS  BEEN  SOLD. 

Was  Ironclad   for  Protection  of 

the  War  President--Gen- 

uine  Curiosity. 


OMAHA,  Neb.,  Aug.  7.— The  Union  Pa- 
cific has  sold  the  I^lncoln  car,  which  has 
been  the  properly  ot  the  roHd  for  the 
last  37  years,  and  It  will  be  placed  on  ex- 
,'hU)ltlon  on  The  Pike  In  St.  Louis  next 
year.  For  years  the  car  has  stood  on  the 
tracks  near  the  Union  Pacific  shops,  and 
It  has  attracted  scarcely  passing  notice 
]  of  Omaha  people  except  when  It  was  on 
view  at  the  Trans-Mlsslsslppl  exhibition. 
It  was  also  exhibited  at  Chlcaeo  In  1893. 
The  car  was  built  at  the  military  car 
smhona  In  Alexandria,  Va.,  In  1864.  It 
[was  Ironclad,  armor  plate  being  set  be- 
rtween  the  Inner  and  outer  walls  to  make 
I  Jt  armor  proof.  After  the  car  was  built 
'  the  President  u.sed  It  practically  alto- 
gether, and  his  remains,  were  taken  to 
Bprlngfleld  for  burial  In  It.  In  1866  It  be- 
came the  property  of  the  Union  Pacific, 
and  has  only  changed  hands  within  the 
Isat  week. 


LINCOLN   CAR. 


'K 


.;    W' 


Fa 


■It-' 


than  the  old 
and  installati 
srounds.  No 
see  tliis  sacr 
old  coach  for 
few    h.ok   at    i 

plainly  show 
cold  storms 
summer  for 
by  President 
and  later  car 
ment.  Time 
without.  Fr 
sides  are  crac 
comp  irtment: 
and    tlie   eleg-; 


with  a  g-reater  reverence  and  affection 
Historic  "Lincoln  Car"  since  its  arrival 
ion  in  the  Lincoln  Museum,  World's  Fair 
me  of  tile  visitors  at  Uie  niu.seuni  wlio 
ed  relic  go  away  williout  fjazing  at  the 
some  time  witli  affectionate  interest,  and 
t  save  with  uncovered  heads, 
the  car  now  is  in  a  delapidaLed  comtilion. 
ing-  that  it  has  been  abandoned  to  the 
of  winter  and  the  sun's  hot  rays  of 
too  many  years,  it  is  still  the  car  used 
IJncoln  and  his  cabinet  during-  the  war 
ried  his  remains  to  Springtield.  111. .^inter- 
has  made  sad  changes  both  within  ami 
om  a  beautifully  decorated  exterior  its 
;ked  and  weather  beaten.  Iniside  the  throe 
s  tine  furnishings  have  been  removed 
imt   crimson   colored   silk   with   which   the 
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bf  t  n  rt  moved  b^  thi  hinds  of  \iindils  \(t  toi  ill 
of  th.s  .t  .o  the  ^Id  p.ivute  ^.<u^h  .,f  P.>.,.d.,.t  L...^..l., 
— the  only  railroad  car  ever  built  by  the  United  States 
Government  for  the  use  of  a  President  and  cabinet. 
The  visitors  to  the  World's  Fair  who  see  it  recog- 
nize in  it  a  national  treasure  of  incomparable  value 
and    rich    association.     . 

At  the  close  of  the  war  it  was  sold  by  the  govern- 
ment to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  at 
Omaha,  Neb.  It  has  remained  tlieir  property  until 
the  fall  of  ll)i):i  when  after  seven  years  of  negotiating 
it  was  sold  for  a  large  consideration  to  Mr.  F.  H. 
Snow  who  has  placed  it  in  the  "Lincoln  Museum"  Willi 
most  of  the  original  furniture  belonging  to  it,  eviu 
to  the  old  bed  sofa  which  he  slept  on  while  on  liis 
tours,  and  which  (according  to  the  late  Geo.  M.  Pull- 
man) was  the  forerunner  of  the  berths  in  hi.s  iioiv 
famous  sleepers. 


THE   ST.   LOUIS 


REPUBLIC:  SUNDAY. 

MAY   1,   1904. 

Of  aJI  the  Jntorestlng  exhibits  at  the 
World's  Fair,  there  Is  nono  that  has  cre- 
ated [n<>re  guneral.  attentloi"  or  la  viewed 
with  a  screater  altectlon  and  reverence 
than  the  old  "Lincoln  Car"  aince  Its  ar- 
rival and  Installation  In  the  Ijlncoln  Mu- 
seum Wurkls  Fair  grounds.  Nono  of  the 
vUUora  at  the  nm^ipum.  who  have  had 
prltUogB  of  seeing  ihia  aacred  relic  go 
away  without  Kailng  at  the  old  ct>ach 
for  soma  time  witU  evident  auffecLionate 
Interest,  and  very  few  iooic  at  it  save 
with  lincowted  heado. 

AUhousb  the  oar  now  Is  In  a  dllapWaled 
coiidrttoo.  plainly  tshowIOB  that  It  has  been 
abaiiUoned  to  the  cold  storms  «f  winter 
aixl  ttid  huh'b  hot  rays  of  uummer  for  too 
niuiyy  vtarf.  It  Iti  still  the  car  thai  v.'aa 
UKfd  l-o  bear  the  i  -tnutna  of  Pietldent  Un- 
coln  from  Wpiihlnston,  D.  C,  to  Sprtng- 
llel'i.  Ill  for  Interment.  Time  haa  mado 
sad  changes  tvitl/ln  and  without.  From  a 
tjcamlfuJly  decuralej  exterior,  its  aides  are 
cmched  and  weaiher-beateii.  Inside  the 
aeveral  compavirnenLs  line  furnishings 
have  been  rt-moved  and  the  eleyant  crim- 
son coiufcd  Bilk  with  which  the  entire 
Inslded  were  lulteU  and  upholstered  has 
been  removed  bv  the  hanoe  of  vandals. 
Yet  for  all  lilts  It  13  the  old  private  car 
of  frehldenl  l^ncoln— Llio  only  coacb  tjver 
bujlt  by  Uio  United  S^atea  Government 
for  tile  use  of  a  I'rcsidcnl  and  Cabinet. 
'fVie  vlaiiPTs  who  see  It  recognlie  In  It 
a  national  treasure  of  mcomparablu  value 
und  rich  ahsoclaiKm. 

The   Idea   of   building   a   private   car   for 
the    U3e    oi     f'rasldent    Uncoln     and    h' 
~'ablnct    was    Itrst   conceived   In    the   V 

-m-runtnc  of  the  (joveriinK-nt  in  the 
'"tij.    and    orders    wcr*    r-»--"n    •>• 
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THE      HISTORIC 


LINCOLN      CAR. 


Built  for  the  use  of  President  Lincoln  by 
the  United  States  Government  in  the 
U.  S.  Military  Car  Shops,  at  Alexandria, 
Va.,  in  1863-1864. 

Conveyed  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains  from 
Washington,  D.  C.  to  Springfield,  Ills., 
for  burial   in    1865. 
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the  use  of  President   Lincoln    by 
United  States  Government  in  the 
.  Military  Car  Shops,  at  Alexandria, 
in  ,863-1864. 
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,urial   in    ,865. 
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Purchued  <rom   the  Governmei 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co.  .r 

PurchM.d  from  the  Union  P.cifn 
Co.  by  Franklyn  B.  Snow  In  1 

On    exhibition    in    the    Lincoln 
World'!  Fair   1904. 
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Built  for  the  use  of  President  Lincoln  by    the    United    States 

Government  in  the  U.  S.  Military  Car  Shops,  at    Alexan-              -T  l-i  IT 
dria,  Va.,  in  1863-1864.                                                                           i     1     1  1 — 

HISTORIC 

"LINCOLN   CAR' 

Purchased  from  the  Government  by  the   Union    Pacific  Rail 
'                       road  Co.  in  1866. 

Purchased  from  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co.    by   Franklin 

Conveyed  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
Springfield,  111.,  tor  burial  in  1!-6.S. 

NOW  OW       ED 

BY    F.    B.  SNOW. 

B.  Snow  in  1903. 
On  exhibition  in  the  Lincoln  Museum,  World's  Fair,  1904. 

From  Governmeni  photograph  taken  at  the  United  States  Mi 

itary  Car  Shops,  Alexand'-ia,  Va. 

April  20th,  1865.     After    being  draped  to    rece 

ve  the    body  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and    while    awaiting 

orders  to  move  to  Wash 

ngton,  D.  C,  six  mile  o  away  to  r 

ceive  the  remains.     The  military  guards  can  be  s 

een  on  duty. 

"lINCOlN'S  PRIVATE  GAR  : 

oJtS      FOR  CHICAGO  ?mi 

President  Lincoln's  private  car,  Which 
has  been  exhibited  at  most  of  the  big 
expositions  held  In  thjg  country  during" 
recent  yeara,  Is  OpTfy  standlnsr  upon  a  I 
side  track  In  iUp  Chicago  &  Alton  Ry.l 
yards  at  Jollet,  111.  The  custodian  of 
.the  car  has  ptfered  to  «rlvejt  t^^t*- 


iFAMQUS    COACH    DESTROYED 

/Carriasf     W»»     M«de     BetorjO     X.t^- 


j  coln'a    Time. 

j  NEW  CASTLE,  Pa.,  Feb,  3.— The 
Tiietoric  "Lincoln  coach"  in  which; 
President  Lincoln  Is  said  to  have  rid-ii 
!den  to  Washington  for  his  inaugura-'^ 
tlon,  was  destroyed  in  a  fire  at  Sharps-^, 
'vlUe,  Pa.  It  was  the  sole  passengei"^ 
;«qulpment  of  the  little  gharpsvlllft; 
Irailroad,  running  between  that  townj 
and  Washington  Junction.  It  was(j 
covered  with  sheetlron,  put  on  before 
Lincoln  made  his  famous  ride  and  waS 


A  recent  dispatch  from  Minneapolis 
tells  of  the  burning  of  the  Lincoln 
funeral  car.  the  car  which  carried  the 
body  of  the  war  president  from  Wash- 
in^on  0  Springfield.  This  car.  which 
^as  used  also  as  the  private  car  of 
President  Lincoln  durinj.'  the  war.  was 
purchased  by  Thomas  Lowry  s  x  years 
aeo  »nd  taken  to  a  Minneapolis  sub- 
urb. A  few  days  ago  a  praine  fire 
Bwept  over  ten  blocks  of  ground  in 
this  suburb,  igniting  the  hietorlc  relic 
and  burned  it  Into  a  mass  of  charred 
;wood  and  iron,  /f// 
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I.  l.iou^'lK  l.odv  ofmiIl^rl'.L■M.^.U  f.om  N\  .sl,i„„l<>„ 
"1    \pnl,  ISn,  n-ciillv  dosliONcd  b>  fii.    ,t  MiiiiK^poli.^ 
u  Ik  re  it  li  lU  boon  kopl  iiiiLO  Ib'b. 
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lilNCOLlV   COACH   BUUNS 

New  Castle,  Pa., ''Feb.  4.— The  his- 
toric Lincoln  c6acl\  In  Which  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  rode  'to  Washington  for 
his  inaugural  was  destroyed  in  a  fire 
yesterday  at  Sht>rnsvillo,  jPa. 
^3B 


SHOOK  HANDS  WITH  LINCOLN. 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  Dec.  25— {JF) 
—Colonel  Maximilian  Brueckman- 
Is  91  but  the  time  he  shook  hands 
■with  Abraham  Lincoln  is  fresh  in 
his  memory.  It  wa_3  in  1864.  in 
PhiladelphisL.     ~  \  ^  ^  iT  "      _ 


Lincoln  Car  Burns 

The  Lincoln  funeral  car,  the  car 
which   in   April,    1865,    carried   the 
body  of   Abraham     Lincoln     from 
Washington   to    its     final     resting 
place  in  Springfield,  111.,  is  a  mass 
j  of  charred  wood  and  iron.  The  car, 
I  which   has    been  visited      by   hun- 
I  dreds   of   thousands   of   Americans, 
:  was    destroyed     by     a  prairie   fire 
which  swept  through  ten  blocks  in 
'  Columbia    Heights.      The    car    was 
purchased  by  Thomas     Lowry     in 
1905,  and  brought  to  Minneapolis.  It 
was  used  as  the  private  car  of  Lin- 
coln and  his  cabinet  during  the  last 
three  years  of  the  civil  war. 
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Q.  What 'became  of  *^  the    XJncoln 
tuneral  car?    T.  H.  C.  • 

A.  The  Lincoln  funeral  car  was 
preaerved  for  many  yeais  and  then' 
broken  up  by  the  Pullman  company. 
One  of  the  marked  features  of  the 
car  w.as  a  serieo  of  landscapeB 
painted  on  wooden  panels  between 
the  car  windows.  Mr.  Pullman  pre- 
served some  of  the  best  of  them, 
and  presented  them  to  hia  friends 
So  far  aa  Is  known  i)o  other  parts 
of  tl^e  car  remAln. 
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N»*  81  T  II  E     L  I  N  C   0  L  N     f  U  N  E  R  A  L    C  /i  R. 

AB«ri«a  -^.- « 1862-65 

Fh«n  Pr«sid«nt  Linctln  aasumad  offiesytha  n«e«ssity  f»r  providing 
a  special  car  f©r  his  p«rsonial  u8«,at  once  b#Gam«  &ppar«rit,for   travtlling  back  A 
forth  as  his  position r •quir«d  mad«  it  «or«  conv*nitnt  f»r  matting  delegations, 

sleeping  at  night, his  dining  periods  and  for  general  all  around  comfort  and  fer 

his  convenience.  Much  valuable   time  could  also  be    ^ved,for  the  car  provided  with 

its  i'ila  ca3ss«  could  convey  necessaiy  documents  mada  available  for  use  when  they 

were  mstaded. 

fi-  car  ¥jas  found  im  one  of  tlrje   railroads, which, when  a  fe.-  changes  were 

made  suitatt.the  President     and  Mrs.  i<inooln,who  at  times  acjosipanied  the  President 

on  his  journeys.     The  car  was  used  more  probably  on  th**  Baltimore  and  Ohio  RR 

than  on  other  railroad,      .Khon   the  assassination  of  the   President  occurred  in  April 

1865, the   question  of  providing  a  suitable  car  to  convey  the   body  from  Washington 

to  Springfield  became  imperative, but  Mr.  Myron  Lamson  foreman  of  the  B&O  Car 

Yards  at  'Washington  soon  solved  that  problem. by  securing  permisgion  to  have   s  few 

lainor  changes  njade  in  the  President's  car,and  these  were  made  at  once.making  the 

car  suitable   for   conveying  the   body  on  a  catafalque  in  the  center  of   the  parlor 

end  of   thi  car, from  -shich  it   could  easily  be  removed, when  special  services  held 

in  Memory  oi    the   President     ere   celebrated,  and  replaced  on  the  catafalque  in  the 

ear,      Md  so  it  was  u3ed,and  no   special  cara  being  provided  for  it, it  was  recently! 

(1930)   destroyed  by  fire.    Its  peculiar  construction  c&n  be   seen  at  a  glance. 

ttr.Lr;mson  the  tard  foreman  in  Washington  of  the  B<fcO  Rii  was  also  a  Bieau 

ber  of   the   Washington  City  Home  guards  and  ia  seen  in  the  photograph  standing  on 

guards 
the   front  end  of   the  car.   He  was  one  of   the  gufta^ds  of   honor* '^ 
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jBUILT  FOR  LINCOLN; 
BORE  Htn?EMftWJS 

K-KIWIUKNTS   VIUX  Alio   <  Alt   >V.p 
I  ISKD    BIT   ()N<"K 

WtoH^UucUU  as  a..  Aid  U.  Mis  liu^l- 
j  ,.ms  and  l>Ua^i.io.-  U  Singed  O.dy 
1  u.  lU-ar  Jlis  Mu.<l.r<d  H..<iy  to  llin 
i  ornve— A  SpU-ndul  S|K-.ii.icii  of 
ICh    l*uy. 

U  u'a.s  the.  irony  of  lute  Ihal  the 
flrsl  private  car  lor  Ih..  us.-  of  a 
PresUlent  of  the  ruit.d  States  rthouUl 
»MS  used  by  Ui.n  uuly  as  a  vehicle  to 
Dear  him  to  his  kt.uc.  Sueh  was  the 
case  with  ti>-  rar  built  lor  Abraham 
LSi\coln. 

Presi-l-nt    that    tho   oar    was   in    rf^a.- 
iiess    Tor    his    us.-      and       pnijaratious 
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ards. 
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liiui-   to 

lUH.MHl 


Wash- 


ud 


i-all\vu>  lar  ill  i-xi>.U'iui'  uiuii  it.  was 
ttnlHln-d.  The  litthi«H  ^i-rc  sumptUfniH 
and  with  Its  ohsf ixalioii  iilatlorm  and 
ayHteiii  <.l'  hcatfiiK  m<-\v  l  <  tlic  .ars  at 
the  I  fiiiKl  it  niHili.d  a  distlnci  ad- 
vanei-    in    railuaj     lonsiruition. 

Artivod    in       Washliintou      th*-       n-- 

'.    modelling  of  tlu-  (  ar   li.gan    under   the 

direction    ol    M>  ron    H.    I.aniy.n.      The 

louHK.'   whicli   ha.l    h.-ei,  tonstrUele,!   in 

,     the    fr.nL    end    of    the    ear    was   drap.d 

■     III     hlai  1<     and     li.ie     x^y     tiie     bo<iv    of 

the  niailN  red   li.r..  on   its  J.iurnev.flrst 

to  New    y.)rk  ("Itv  and   th.-n  a.  loss  th.- 

countiy    to    lis    last    r.  slinjf   jdace.    Tlio 

.    exterior  of  the  ear  uas  lieavlh    drai.e.l 

wltli    hlaek.    I.i.jiiecl    -vith    li.'avv      cord 

and    tassels.      Th<-    exterior    (jf   tli.'    eai 

bore  a   larK<-  America:;  .  oiMfin   on   one 

8ido     while     the    axl.s    ..r     tlie    under- 

trucks    wefe    CMVer.-d     with    larsfe    pio- 

tectors   in    the   shape   of   the   AnuTieai! 

eaelc.      I^rge    platforms   w  i-ie   at   ea.  li 

end   ol"  ilic   eai-. 

On  April  21  afti  r  the  m.,st  inipret;- 
sivo  oli3<'(iuies,  tlir  ear,  bearing  Ui- 
Prcsidi'nt's  i-eioaiiis,  with  six  oUui- 
cars  and  the  lo.-.iaioii\-,.  all  hciviiv 
.draped  In  blaek  slowl;,  moved  out  ,,i 
Wa-shington  aniid  a  diii.se  er.\.(l  oi 
silent  and  heavy  liearted  spectators. 
'Up  to  that  date  tho  history  of  this 
countrj-  had  never  before  reccjrded  so 
sad  a  spectacle  as  the  passing  of  this 
funeral  train  across  the  country-  Since 
two  more  such  caravans  of  sorrow 
have  held  the  eyes  of  the  American 
people  as  they  wcnded  their  way  to 
the  last  resting  places  of  the  ^reat 
dead. 

In  city  and  country  the  funeral 
train  was  greeted  by  vast  and  silent 
crowds  while  in  the  larger  cities 
thousands  passed  through  the  car  and 
took  a  last  loolc  at  the  face  of  the 
martyred  President,  on  May  3,  the 
train  reached  Springrteld,  111.  and  an 
the  f(dlowing  day  as  a  chorus  sang 
"Peace,  Troubled  Soul"  the  casket 
was  closed.  The  funeral  •  ar  \v.is  i  .■- 
turned  to  the  yards  of  the  Penu>\l- 
vania  Railroad  Company  In  Wasli- 
Ingtiui  and  was'  later  Veconstnieted 
and  used  as  a  regular  ],.isseMLr,.i- 
coach. 


A 
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San  Diego  Resident    \ 
One  of  Builders  of 
Famous  Funeral  Car 


PhoWKiuwh  of  rallrowi  c^-  biUU  for  Um5  persoiuil  ubo  of  Preal- 
uf  a>la  car. 


On  April  14,  UbB,  exactly  four 
years  after  the  burrendor  of  i^ort 
Surpter.  when  everything  looked 
hopeful  and  the  Civil  war  was  over, 
Pre»ldent  Abraham  j:ilncoln  was 
■hot.  and  a  day  later  dred,  and  the 
nation  was  plunged  Into  mourning. 
The  car  Illustrated  above  had  r«-i 
cently  been  built  for  the  president 
and  hie  cabinet.  It  became  hl« 
funeral  car,  and  on  A-pril  21,  after 
moet  Impressive  obsequies,  this  car, 
heavily  draped'  and  bearing  the 
prenldent'B  remains,  moved  out  of 
Washington  amid  a  vast  throng  of 
■llent  and  sad  spectators. 

Myran  H.  Lamson,  an  enlisted 
mechanic  and  superintendent  of 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  rail- 
road, served  aS"  director  during  the 
construcUon  of  this  car,  and  James 
T.  Barkley,  now  a  resident  of  San 
Diego,  also  an  enlisted  officer,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Oen. 
Thomas  Holt,  was  detailed,  togeth- 
er with  Lawrence  ■0'P»y.  a  cUlsen 
of  Blnghamton.  N.  T..  to  build  the 
car.  A  room  was  partitioned  off 
In  the  car  shop,  and  no  ope  allowed 
to  enter  excjept  to  bring  In  mate- 
rial. The  car  had  double  trucks, 
with  broad  tread  wheels  to  enable 
It  to  run  over  nearly  all  railroads 
In  the  United  etates.  The  color, 
when  finished,  was  a  dark  olive, 
with  a  largo  oval  pan^l  on  either 
side.  In  which  was  painted  the 
United  States  coat  of  arms.  This 
car  was  finished  and  run  out  over 
the  Orange  and  .Alexandria  rail- 
road on  a  triaa  trip  to  Warenton 
Junction  and  pronounced  a  perfect 
success.      V  I  ■  '  L       .J      . 

On  the  trial  trip  were  preBldent 
Lincoln,  Secretary  of  8tat^  Seward. 
Gen.  McCullum.  who  had  charge  of 
all  military  railroads  In  the  United 
fiUtes;  Myran  U-  Lamson.  super- 
intendent of  railroads,  and  Law- 
rence O'Day  and  James  T.  ';parkley, 
builders  of  the  car. 


RAILROAD  CAR  Built   for  Lirxcoln 


BUILT  CAR  FOR  LINCOLN. 

California     Say«     President    Sat    on 
I  Sawhorse    to    Watch    Work.      -^ 

SAN  DIKGO,  Cal..  Feb.  12  (.T).- | 
I  Memories  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  j 
was  assigned  to  build  a  private  rail-  , 
road  car  for  President  Lincoln,  were 
recalled  here  today  by  James  T. 
UarUk-y,  a  90-year-old  veteran. 

"In  December,  1863,  1  was  detailed, 
on  recommendation  of  General  Mc- 
Callum,  by  General  Thomas  Holt,  to 
build  a  new  car  for  the  President," 
said  Mr.  Barkley. 

As.sisted  by  a  civilian  and  an  en- 
listed mechanic,  Barkley  said,  he 
went  to  work  in  a  room  in  the  gov- 
ernment shops  at  Alexandria,  Va. 

"Lincoln  would  visit  us  two  or 
three  times  a  month  during  construc- 
tion," said  Mr.  Barkley.  "Sitting  on 
a  sawhorse,  he  would  suggest 
changes.  There  were  many  sugges- 
tions. In  the  rear  of  the  car  was  a 
conference  room.  In  the  middle  was 
Lincoln's  quarters;  in  the  front  a 
v/ash  room.  The  car  was  upholstered 
in  red  plush.  The  work  was  finished 
the  third  week  in  May." 

Eleven  months  later,  Mr.  Barkley 
said,  the  car,  heavily  draped  and 
bearing  Lincoln's  body  in  a  scaled 
casket,  moved  out  of  Washington  for 
Illinois. 


BARICLEY.   JAMES  T. 
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BUILT  CAR  FOR  LINCOLN. 

California  Says  President  Sat  on 
^SSawhorse  to  Watch  Work. 
S^  DIEGO,  Cal..  Feb.  12  OC).- 
Memdrles  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he 
was  aLlgncd  to  build  a  private  rail- 
road clr  for  President  Lincoln,  were 
recallel  here  today  by  James  T. 
Barklet,  a  90-year-old  veteraii. 

"In  December,  1863,  I  was  detailed, 
on   recommendation   of  General    Mc- 
Calluni,  by  General  Thomas  Holt,  to 
build  a  new  car  for  the  President, 
said  J^r.  Barkley. 

Assisted  by  a  civilian  and  an  en- 
listed mechanic,  Barkley  said,  he 
went  to  work  in  a  room  In  the  gov- 
ernment shops  at  Alexandria,  Va. 

"Lincoln  would  visit  us  two  or 
three  times  a  month  during  construc- 
tion," said  Mr.  Barkley.  ^Sitting  on 
a  sawhorse,  he  would  suggest 
changes.  There  were  many  sugges- 
tions. In  the  rear  of  the  car  was  a 
conference  room.  In  the  middle  was 
Lincoln's  quarters;  In  the  front  a 
wash  room.  The  car  was  upholstered 
in  red  plush.  The  work  was  finished 
the  third  week  in  May." 

Eleven  months  later,  Mr.  Barkley 
said,  the  car,  heavily  draped  and 
bearing  Lincoln's  body  In  a  sealed 
casket,  moved  out  of  WashlngtQn  for 
Illinois.  .  _w~.— ., — 
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How  the  Lincoln  Funeral  Car  Was  Built 

By  G.  F.  Starbuck,  Boston  atid  Maine  Railroad* 


IN  the  February  issue  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Magazine  there  appeared  a 
very  interesting  picture  and  description 
of  the  Lincoln  Funeral  Car  in  which  the 
author   says,    "What    became   of   the   car 
afterward  I  do  not  know." 

It  was  purchased  by  Vice  President 
Durant  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  construction  of  the  car  was  begun 
in  November,  1863,  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and 
was  completed  in  February,  1865.  The 
inside  length  was  forty-two  feet,  and  it 
was  divided  into  a  drawing  room,  a  state 
room  (in  the  center)  and  a  parlor,  the 
drawing  room  and  parlor  being  connected 
by  an  aisle  at  one  side  of  the  car.  The 
sides  and  ends  were  upholstered  from  the 
seat  rail  to  the  head  lining.  The  upper 
deck  was  painted  white  with  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  various  states  in  the  panels. 

The  body  bolsters  were  trussed,  and  the 
brass  nuts  on  the  ends  of  the  truss  rods 
clearly  show  in  the  picture.  The  trucks  of 
each  pair  were  connect  h,1  by  a  truss  carrying 
the  main  center  plate  at  its  center,  the  ends 
of  the  truss  connected  to  guide  center 
plates  with  curved  slots,  one  on  each  truck. 
There  were  eight  side  bearings  of  spring 
steel  and  rubber.  The  wheels  were  of  cast 
iron,  thirty-three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
the  truck  wheel  base  was  four  feet  ten 
inches. 

The  outside  of  the  car  was  painted  ajich 
chocolate  brown ;  in  the  oval  panel  was  the 
coat  of  arms  of  the  United  States,  and 
above  it  in  small  gold  letters,  "United 
States."  There  was  also  some  gold  orna- 
mentation. 


The  running  gear  was  so  different  from 
the  customary  type  that  an  attendant  with 
tools  and  repair  parts  accompanied  it  on 
the  funeral  train.  The  car  contained,  in 
addition  to  the  remains  of  President 
Lincoln,  those  of  his  son,  which  had  been 
disinterred.  When  the  car  was  returned  to 
Alexandria  the  black  crepe  drapery  was 
removed,  boxed,  and  sent  to  the  Treasury 
Department. 

The  great  Pacific  Railway  excursion  of 
1866  celebrated  the  attainment  of  the 
looth  meridian,  the  247th  mile  post, 
reached  by  the  Union  Pacific  in  182  working 
days.  Among  the  company  were  Vice 
President  Durant,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes, 
George  Francis  Train,  George  M.  Pullman, 
Robert  T.  Lincoln,  and  many  other  noted 
railroad  men,  government  officials,  editors, 
photographers  and  distinguished  guests. 
Next  to  the  rear  car  was  the  Lincoln  car, 
occupied  by  Mr.  Durant  and  his  personal 
party. 

Mr.  Durant  later  acquired  a  Pullman 
car,  and  the  Lincoln  car  was  placed  occa- 
sionally thereafter  at  the  disposal  of 
government  commissioners. 

The  latest  picture  which  I  have  of  the 
car  shows  it  with  two  equalizer  trucks. 
Truss  rods  had  been  added  and  new  bolsters 
near  the  ends  of  the  car;  but  the  nuts  on  the 
ends  of  the  original  bolsters  were  still 
visible.  The  oval  panels  had  been  removed 
from  the  sides  and  plain  handrails  replaced 
the  original  ornamental  ones. 

•Mr.  Starbuck  is  in  the  Mechanical  Engineering  De- 
partment of  the  Boston  and  Maine  and  has  on  several 
occasions  contributed  intexesting  information  to'oiir 
Maoazinb.  The  Lincoln  funeral  car  is  still  in  th* 
possession  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Alagazine,  February,  ig^S 


The  Lincoln  Funeral  Car 

By  William  IL  Lamson 


THE  Lincoln  funeral  car  was 
Iniilt  in  the  first  place  for  the 
use  of  President  Lincoln,  and 
was  kept  in  the  >'ards  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  My  father, 
Myron  H.  Lamson,  was  an  enlisted 
mechanic  in  the  ser\-ice  of  the  road 
at  that  time,  and  served  as  assistant 
foreman  during  the  construction  of 
tlie  car.  After  the  assassination  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  he  supcr\-ised  the  alter- 
ations which  were  made  in  the  car 
that  it  might  properl}'  receive  the 
casket  and  remains. 

After  the  body  had  lain  in  state  at 
the  Capitol,  it  was  taken  to  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  station  and 
placed  on  a  catafalque  in  the  center 
of  the  car.  On  April  21,  1865,  the 
train,  consisting  of  this  and  six  other 
cars,  headed  by  the  engine  and  tender 
all  heavily  draped  in  black,  j^uUed  out 
of  Washington .^'^  A  great  throng  of 
reverent  patriots  witnessed  the  de- 
parture, the  silence  being  broken  only 
by  the  noise  of  the  train  and  the  sobs 
of  the  multitude.  The  train  went 
north  via  Baltimore,  and  during  the 
long  trip  passed  through  many  of  the 
great  cities  of  the  Union,  where  the 
people  had  assembled,  and  witli  re- 
verent silence  paid  their  tribute  to 
the  martyred  President.  The  end  of 
the  journey  was  reached  on  May  3, 


1865,  at  Ri^ringfield,  Illinois.  After 
Ij'ing  in  state  under  the  dome  of  the 
Capitol  of  Illinois  for  several  days, 
the  burial  took  place  in  Springfield. 

What  became  of  the  car  afterwards, 
I  do  not  know.  A-Iy  father  is  seen  in 
the  picture,  standing  on  the  ])latform 
in  his  uniform,  while  he  was  acting  as 
one  of  the  gmard  of  honor.  The  day 
before,  he  had  engaged  a  photogra- 
pher to  take  a  i^icture  of  the  car'as  it 
lay  in  the  yard,  and  after  he  had 
ordered  a  dozen  pictures,  he  ])ur- 
chased  the  negative,  which  has  been 
in  my  family  ever  since. 

When  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public held  its  annual  reunion  in 
1908,  one  of  these  original  pictures 
was  loaned  to  them,  and  a  post  card 
negative  was  made  from  which  a 
great  number  of  cards  were  printed 
with  a  small  portrait  of  President 
Lincoln  and  a  short  description  of  the 
car  printed  up  in  one  corner  of  the 
card  on  the  face  side,  the  picture  of  the 
car  covering  the  entire  back  of  the  card . 

This  same  picture  was  loaned  to 
E.  L.  Bangs,  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  who  made  a  5  x 
7  plate  negati\'e  from  it  and  returned 
the  picture  to  me.  The  photographs 
obtained  from  thi^*  negative  are  good 
and  compare  \'er}'  favorably  with  the 
pictures  made  from  the  original  nega- 


THE  LINCOLN  FUNERAL  CAR 
Built  for  the  use  of  President  Lincoln,  this  car.  when  in  Washington,  was  kept  in  the  yards  of  the 
supervised  by  Myron  H.  Lamson,  an  enlisted  (.war-time)  mechanic  in  our  service.      Mr.  Lamson, 

of  the  author  of  the  story 
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NoTOfflber  16,  1934 


Mr.  John  £.  Gasklll 
Nebraska  City,  Nebraska 

My  dear  Ut*   Gaskill: 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  about  the  piece  of 
red  tapestry  which  you  enclosed  in  your  letter  and 
which  we  are  retumint?,  we  find  the  follorring  excerpt 
In  the  Union  Pacific  Ma^zine  for  February  1933; 

*¥hen  A.  L.  itohler  iras  President  of  the 
Union  Pacific  he  found  that  tliis  couch 
from  the  Lincoln  car  was  stored  at  the 
Omaha  shops.  Ke  load  the  old  red 
\Q)hol storing  removed  and  had  it  re- 
covered in  blade  leather  and  placed  in 
his  private  office." 

There  is  a  picture  of  this  old  couch  in  this 
magazine  and  other  infonaation  about  the  car  which 
you  aight  like  to  iiave. 

I  suggest  that  you  write  tiie  Union  Pacific 
Magazine,  120  Union  Pacific  Building,  Omaha,  Ilebraska, 
and  ask  if  a  copy  of  the  publication  is  arailable. 

Very  truly  yours, 


lAWjLH  Director 

Xxus. 
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Founded  in  1856 
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OFFICERS 

Fir>t   Virr  P,v;i,l^n, 
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, 

1        H      SmTTtlPK 

EARLY  AMERICAN  BUILDINGS 

The  Milton  S.  Osborne  sketches  of  early 
buildings  in  the  United  States,  now  on  dis- 
play in  the  Current  Exhibit  Room,  are  caus- 
ing a  great  deal  of  comment.  Professor  Os- 
borne, who  holds  the  chair  of  architecture  at 
the  University  of  Manitoba,  has  lent  the  So- 
ciety fifty-two  of  his  beautiful  sketches  por- 
traying the  history  of  American  architecture 
from   1700  to   1845. 

Buildings  from  eight  different  states  are 
shown  in  the  collection.  Illinois  is  v/ell  rep- 
resented with  nine  sketches,  among  which  are 
the  First  State  Capitol  at  Vandalia,  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Galena,  the  Court 
House  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Shawneetown.  Thomas  Jefferson's 
beloved  "Monticello,"  President  Monroe's 
home,  "Ashlawn,"  and  the  State  Capitol  at 
Richmond  have  a  place  with  the  Virginia 
sketches.  Among  the  historic  houses  of  Ala- 
bama are  the  Samuel  Mintern  Peck  Home 
and  the  Gorgas  House.  Tennessee's  contribu- 
toin  is  "The  Hermitage,''  the  home  of  An- 
drew Jackson  at  Nashville.  All  of  the  South 
Carolina  drawings,  sixteen  in  number,  show 
the  city  of  Charleston,,  and  include  the  Rut- 
ledge  Plantation,  the  Colonel  John  Stuart 
House,  the  Old  Exchange  Building,  and  the 
Miles  Brewton  House.  The  Old  Exchange 
Building  and  the  Miles  Brewton  House,  which 
are  still  standing  today,  have  been  converted 
into  museums  open  to  the  public.  The  Li- 
brary Court-yard  at  Salem  College,  with  its 
red  brick  walls  and  green  shutters  is  char- 
acteristic of  North  Carolina. 

We  have  in  this  exhibit  a  panorama  of 
early  American  architecture  demonstrating 
vividly  English,  French,  Dutch,  and  Roman 
influence.  The  sketches  are  delicatelv  col- 
ored in  soft  crayon,  although  a  few  of  them 
are  done  in  black  and  gray.  Here  details  of 
low  southern  mansions,  towering  church 
steeples,  massive  pillars,  beautiful  arches 
and  winding  stairways,  all  tell  of  their  role 
in   American   architecture. 


MURALS  FOR  LEE  HALL 

The  Art  Department  of  the  Society  under 
the  direction  of  Staff  Artist  Hans  'Werner  is 
developing  a  series  of  murals  for  the  Lee 
Stair  Hall.  In  working  out  the  series  of 
twelve  paintings,  it  was  decided  to  choose 
the  most  interesting  and  outstanding  events 
in  American  history.  The  first  of  the  murals, 
which  approximate  10  ft.  x  9  ft.  in  size,  de- 
picts the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  on 
the  bleak  and  barren  New  England  coast 
with  the  Mayfloivfr  in  the  distance.  The 
emotions  of  the  landing  party  are  vividly 
portrayed.  The  second  mural  represents  a 
critical  moment  during  the  discussions  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  shows  John 
Adams,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, and  Charles  Thomson  talking  with  John 
Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. Seated  in  the  background  are  many 
other  famous  members  of  that  body.  The  fig- 
ures are  almost  life-size,  and  a  special  effort 
at  accuracy  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of 
the  faces. 


NEW  MEMBERS 

The  following  persons  were  elected  to  mem- 
bership in  the  period  from  December  1,  1934 
to  April   10,   1935: 

Honorary    Life    Members   —   Mrs.    Bernhard 
Rosenberg,    Austin    Selz,    Frank    E.    Selz, 
Mrs.  J.  Harry  Selz,  Addison  Stillwell. 
Governing  Life  Member — Albert  Blake  Dick, 

Jr. 
Life  Members — Graham  Aldis,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Briggs,  Mrs.  C.  Frederick  Childs,  Mrs. 
Hugo  Dalmar,  Mrs.  C.  Morse  Ely,  Judge 
Ross  C.  Hall,  Dr.  Clarence  Hennan,  Mrs. 
Leonard  D.  Karcher,  Mrs.  George  T. 
Langhorne,  Douglas  C.  McMurtrie,  Mrs. 
Langdon  Pearse,  Daniel  Peterkin,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  S.  Russell,  Jtan  Shedd 
Schweppe,  John  Shedd  Schweppe. 
Annual  Members — Eugene  A.  Bournique,  W. 
R.  Bowes,  Robert  O.  Calvert,  Ernest  E. 
East,  Mrs.  Frank  M.  Elliott,  Rev.  Eneas 
B.  Goodwin,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Hunter, 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Huth,  John  E.  Jensen,  J. 
Farren  MacMahon,  Dr.  Benjamin  H. 
Orndoff,  Guy  S.  Osborn,  Mrs.  Marguer- 
ite H.  Robertson,  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Ryer- 
son,  Mrs.  Harry  H.  Shearson,  James  G. 
Skinner,  W.  Edwin  Stanley,  W.  J.  Stel- 
zer,  Mrs.  Leroy  T.  Vernon,  Joseph  F. 
Wanberg,  Miss  Katherine  Wolcott, 
George  Zaphirio. 


MUSEUM  GIFTS 

Three  branched  crystal  candelabra.  On 
exhibit   in   British   Colonial  Room. 

Three  dozen  teaspoons,  three  dozen  cups 
and  saucers,  and  three  dozen  small  plates — 
pattern  Colonial  Times  by  Crown  Ducat, 
England.  To  be  used  for  teas  and  recep- 
tions.   Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Pike. 

Table  lamp  and  marble-top  table  from  the 
Orrington  Lunt  house.  On  exhibit  in  the  Vic- 
torian Room.  Given  in  the  name  of  Miss 
Cornelia   Gray  Lunt. 

Early  18th  century  loom  from  an  old 
house  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  of  that  per- 
iod.   Gift  of  Mrs.  H.   D.  Harris. 

Portrait  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Burr  Meeker 
(Mary  Louise  Griggs)  by  Cogswell.  Gift  of 
Mrs.  Arthur  Meeker  and  Mrs.  Davis  S. 
Cook,  Jr. 


LIBRARY  GIFTS 

Journals  and  sermons  of  Jeremiah  Porter. 
Gift  of  Mr.  Sherman  M.  Goble. 

Letters  of  General  U.  S.  Grant  chiefly  to 
his  daughter  Nellie.  Gift  of  the  Estate  of 
Frank   Hatch  Jones. 

Broadside  announcing  campaign  speech  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  April  9,  1840.  Gift  of  Mr. 
Douglas  C.  McMurtrie. 

Narrative  of  the  Adventures  of  Senas 
Leonard,  written  by  himself.  Gift  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Adams. 

Miscellaneous  manuscripts  including  John 
Whistler  document,  Steuben  items,  etc.  Gift 
of  Dr.  Otto  L.  Schmidt. 

Collection  of  Lincolniana  including  78  vol- 
umes in  fine  bindings.  Gift  of  Mrs.  James 
Ward   Thorne. 

Souvenir  of  Chicago  Day — Monday,  Octo- 
ber 9,  1899.  Gift  of  Mr.  Cyrus  H.  McCor- 
mick. 

The  Life  of  George  Washington  —  Maps 
and  Subscribers  Names.  Philadelphia,  C.  P. 
Wavne,  1807.    Gift  of  Mr.  Charles  B.  Pike. 


LINCOLN  FUNERAL  CAR 

Juds;)'  James  N.  ff'Ukerson 

In  November,  1863,  the  Government  Mili- 
tary Car  Shops  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  be- 
gan construction  of  a  specially  designed  pri- 
vate car  for  the  use  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  exigencies  of  wartime 
retarded  progress  so  greatly,  however,  that 
it  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1865  that  it 
was  finished. 

On  April  14,  1865,  according  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
H.  Price,  Shop  Superintendent,  General  J.  H. 
Devereux  and  Mr.  Jameson  were  anxiously 
waiting  President  Lincoln's  reply  to  their  in- 
vitation to  come  to  Alexandria  to  inspect  the 
car  and  give  it  his  approval  before  it  left 
the  shops.  Their  pride  in  their  work  was 
rudely  shattered,  however,  by  the  news  of 
Lincoln's  assassination.  Sadly  the  workmen 
sent  the  car  on  to  Washington  to  be  used  in 
the   funeral    train. 

To  insure  greater  safety  the  car  had  been 
equipped  with  four  trucks  instead  of  the  reg- 
ulation two,  and  proved  so  difficult  to  oper- 
ate that  only  by  exercising  the  greatest  care 
would  it  pass  switch  points.  On  the  trip  to 
Springfield,  Illinois,  a  mechanic  with  dupli- 
cate parts  and  special  tools  had  to  accom- 
pany the  car  to  keep  it  running  on  schedule. 
After  the  Springfield  funeral,  it  was  returned 
to  Chicago  where  the  surplus  trucks  were  re- 
moved. This  done,  it  was  forwarded  to 
Washington  where  it  was  locked  and  placed 
in  storage  with  all  furnishings  and  equip- 
ment intact.  In  1866  it  was  auctioned  off 
with  some  surplus  war  material  and  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  through 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Sidney  Dillon,  a  director. 
The  furnishings  of  the  car  are  now  on  exhibit 
at  the  General  Offices  of  the  Union  Pacific  in 
Omaha. 

About  1870  the  Colorado  Central  Railroad 
bought  the  funeral  car  and  used  it  in  their 
passenger  service  for  several  years.  Later  it 
was  retired  and  used  as  an  office  car  for 
construction  crews.  While  standing  unguard- 
ed on  a  sidetrack  in  western  Kansas  one  day, 
vandals  stripped  it  of  everything  removable. 
In  1879  the  Colorado  Central  was  absorbed 
by  the  Union  Pacific  System.  The  car  was 
shown  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  in 
Omaha  and  attracted  wide  attention. 

About  1900  a  showman,  one  Franklin  B. 
Snow,  managed  in  some  way  to  buy  it.  The 
car  made  him  a  fortune  when  he  exhibited 
it  at  the  St.  Louis  World's  Fair.  In  1905 
Hon.  Thomas  Lowery  bought  it  and  presented 
it  to  the  City  of  Minneapolis  with  impressive 
ceremonies.  Here  for  six  >ears  it  was  dis- 
played to  the  public  on  a  lot  provided  by  the 
municipality.  A  careless  smoker  dropped  a 
burning  cigarette  into  the  dry  grass  of  the 
lot  on  March  18,  1911,  and  the  fire  spread 
uncontrolled  to  the  shed.  The  car  was  quick- 
ly destroyed.  By  coincidence  it  was  almost 
forty-six  years  to  the  day  from  the  afternoon 
on  which  it  had  stood  so  bravely  shining 
awaiting   inspection  by  President  Lincoln. 

LAKE   PORTS   IN   1850 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
US — when  we  start  for  the  West  on  Tuesday 
we  shall  probably  enter  some  of  the  best  lands 
in  the  state.  .  .  We  have  a  kind  of  fish 
called  the  White  fish  served  on  our  table  here, 
which  I  think  the  nicest  I  ever  tasted.  The 
mutton  is  not  good  as  far  as  I  have  had  of 
it — beef  and  hams  are  good — butter  about 
middling — they  dont  put  in  the  right  kind  of 
salt.  .  .  my  clothes  are  very  much  soiled 
with  dust — it  is  so  dry  here — crops  are  suf- 
fering. There  is  a  fresh  breeze  here  from 
the  lakes  almost  constantly  during  the  year 
— it   is  bad   for  those   with   weak   lungs.      .     . 

Your  affectionate  father,  J.  Bowen 


Two  Rare  Lincoln  Pictures  . 


f  ''  These  two  raxo  Lincoln  pictiires  <  • 
have  been  enlarged  from  tintypes, 
rrhe  funeral  car  (above)  was  built 
for  the  Civil  war  president  four 
months  before  his  assassination.  He 
had  taken  only  a  few  trips  In  It  be- 
fore he  was  shot.  At  his  death,  the 
car  was  taken  across  the  Potomac 
to  the  plant  In  which  It  was  built 
and  draped  for  the  journey  to 
8prlngflel<^ 

1  Upon  Its  arrival  In  Springfield 
iWith  the  remains  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
,  It  was  switched  to  the  Chicago  end 
,  Alton  yards  where  it  remained  for 
some  time.  Afterward  It  was  pur- 
chased by  officials  of  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad  and  used  by  them 
',  until  it  was  considered  too  old. 
!  It  was  then  transferred  to  the 
i  Colorado  service  of  the  road  and 
)  for  a  time  was  In  the  yards  at 
1  Omaha.  With  the  opening  of  the 
i  first  world's  fair  at  Chicago  It  was 
•  taken  to  that  city  and  shown  with 
;  other  Lincoln  relics  near  the  Ull- 
<  nois  building.. 


Fire  consumed  the  historic  coach 
some  time  efter  the  close  of  the 
exposition. 

The  picture  of  the  mourning- 
draped  Lincoln  home  was  taken 
by  a  person  in  a  delegation  of  100 
persons  who  came  to  Springfield 
to  attend  the  funeral  services  for 
Mr.  Lincoln. 
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STRANGE  AS  IT  SEEMS 


— By  John  Hix 


LINCOLN'S    DEATH   CAR 

Strange  as  it  seems,  tlie  luxuri- 
ously appointed  funeral  car  that  con- 
veyed assassinated  President  Lin- 
coln's body  from  Washington  to 
Springfield,   111.,   was  built   by   the 


United  States  Military  Railroad  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  to  carry  him  to 
and  from  Civil  War  front  lines.  The 
car  contained  every  available  con- 
venience. 
An  important  addition  to  Lincoln's 


funeral  cortege  was  George  M.  Pull- 
man's famous  Pioneer.  Wider  than 
the  standard  car  of  the  time,  the 
Pioneer's  use  necessitated  the  imme- 
diate widening  of  clearance  past  sta- 
tion platforms  and  bridges. 
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THE  LINCOLN  FUNERAL  CAR 


The  railway  car,  which  carried  President  Lincoln's 
remains  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Springfield,  Illinois, 
in  the  spring  of  18G5,  was  considered  a  triumph  of  the 
car  builder's  art.  On  the  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-two  mile  funeral  route,  over  a  million  people  saw 
and  admired  this  beautiful  railway  coach.  However,  it 
had  not  been  designed  originally  as  a  funeral  car,  but 
as  a  private  presidential  car  for  the  Chief  Executive. 

The  idea  of  building  a  private  car  for  the  use  of 
President  Lincoln  and  his  cabinet  was  first  conceived  by 
the  War  Department,  and  it  was  built  under  the  super- 
vision of  Colonel  D.  C.  McCallum,  Superintendent  of 
Military  Railroads,  at  the  United  States  Military  Car 
Shops  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  Because  President  Lincoln 
did  considerable  traveling,  it  was  thought  that  a  special 
railway  car  for  his  own  personal  use  would  be  fitting 
for  his  position,  as  well  as  efficient  for  the  conduct  of 
the  affairs  of  his  office. 

The  car  as  originally  constructed  was  forty-two  feet 
long  and  eight  and  one-half  feet  wide.  It  had  a  raised 
roof  like  modern  coaches  with  circular  ends.  It  was  di- 
vided into  three  compartments.  A  door  in  the  vestibule 
of  the  coach  opened  into  a  narrow  passageway  which  ex- 
tended the  entire  length  of  the  car  along  one  side. 
From  this  passageway,  doors  opened  into  each  of  the 
three  private  rooms. 

A  room  in  the  rear  end  of  the  car,  the  stateroom,  was 
considerably  larger  than  the  others,  and  it  was  furnished 
with  a  large  sofa  and  reclining  chairs.  The  small  rooms 
were  also  provided  with  sofas  and  chairs,  although  some- 
what inferior  to  those  in  the  larger  room. 

The  large  compartment  was  to  be  used  as  the  Presi- 
dent's office  and  study,  where  he  could  entertain  guests 
and  transact  business  with  officials  of  the  government 
and  officers  of  the  armed  services. 

The  seven  and  one-half  foot  sofa  was  a  combination 
affair  and  was  made  of  unusual  length  to  accommodate 
the  elongated  form  of  the  President.  Used  as  a  sofa  or 
lounge  during  the  day,  it  could  be  adjusted  at  night  into 
a  double  bed  of  two  berths,  upper  and  lower,  like  berths 
in  a  sleeping  car.  This  especially  constructed  sofa,  ac- 


cording to  George  M.  Pullman,  was  the  forerunner  of  the 
berths  used  in  Pullman  sleeping  cars  today. 

The  walls  of  each  of  the  compartments  were  padded 
with  rich,  corded  crimson  silk  uphoistory,  reaching  half- 
way to  the  ceiling.  The  upper  deck,  between  the  tran- 
soms, contained  panels  on  which  were  painted  coats  of 
arms  of  the  several  states  then  forming  the  Union.  The 
woodwork  above  the  doors  and  windows  on  the  interior 
was  painted  zinc  white  with  decorations  in  gold  and  the 
national  colors.  Below  the  windows,  the  woodwork  was 
of  natural  wood,  oak  and  walnut.  The  curtains  were  of 
light-green  silk. 

On  the  outside,  occupying  a  space  five  feet  by  two 
feet,  were  two  oval  shaped  panels  or  medallions,  of 
metal,  on  which  was  painted  the  coat  of  arms  of  the 
United  States.  Above  the  oval  panels,  between  the  win- 
dows, in  small  gold  letters  were  the  words  "United 
States."  The  car's  exterior  was  likely  first  painted  a  rich 
maroon  color  highlighted  with  decorations  of  gold  leaf. 
However,  when  it  was  reconditioned  as  Lincoln's  funeral 
coach,  it  was  probably  painted  a  dark  olive  color.  The 
axles  of  the  under  trucks  were  covered  with  large  pro- 
tectors resembling,  rather  grotesquely,  the  shape  of  the 
American  eagle. 

The  car  was  said  to  be  ironclad,  the  armor  plate 
being  set  in  between  the  inner  and  outer  walls,  render- 
ing it  bullet-proof.  This  precaution,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  of  little  consequence  unless  the  window  glass 
was  also  bullet-proof.  Some  of  the  men  assisting  in 
the  construction  of  the  coach  in  their  reminiscences 
stated  that  "no  armor  was  used  in  its  construction." 
Nevertheless,  the  car  was  of  such  great  weight  that  its 
builders  thought  it  necessary  to  mount  it  on  four,  four- 
wheeled  trucks.  Because  of  its  extreme  weight  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  mounted,  "it  rode  .  .  .  poorly." 

The  trucks  were  equipped  with  broad  tread  wheels 
to  enable  the  car  to  run  over  nearly  all  gauge  railroads 
in  the  United  States.  The  large  observation  platform  and 
the  system  of  heating  was  new  to  the  cars  of  that 
period  and  it  marked  a  distinct  advance  in  railway 
construction. 


THE  FUNERAL  CAR 
Photo  taken  at  Chicago  on  the  Lake  Front,  near  Park  Row,  May  1,  1865,  while  on  the 
way  to  Springfield  with  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains. 


LINCOLN     LORE 


James  T.  Barkley  of  San  Diego,  California,  in  his 
reminiscences  published  in  the  New  York  Times,  De- 
cember 13,  1930,  wrote:  "In  December,  1863,  I  was  de- 
tailed on  recommendation  of  General  McCallum,  by  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Holt,  to  build  a  new  car  for  the  president." 
Barkley  stated  that  the  rear  of  the  car  was  to  be  Lin- 
coln's  quarters   and  the   front  room  a  washroom. 

Some  of  the  men  assigned  to  the  construction  of  the 
car  were  W.  H.  Price,  the  foreman  of  the  car  shops, 
Lawrence  O'Day,  Nate  Irwin,  Myron  H.  Lamson,  and 
Dennis  O'Day.  James  T.  Barkley  and  James  Allen  were 
the  carpenters  and  Sergeant  Robert  Pierce  was  the  artist 
and  painter.  Robert  Cunningham  worked  on  the  trucks. 
According  to  Barkley,  the  car  was  completed  the  third 
week  in  May,  1864. 

After  making  one  trial  trip  over  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad  to  Warrenton  Junction,  the  car 
stood  unused  in  the  shops  where  it  was  constructed, 
although  it  was  pronounced  a  perfect  success. 

It  was  erroneously  reported  years  later  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  Secretary  of  State  Seward,  Gen.  McCallum, 
Myron  H.  Lamson,  Lawrence  O'Day  and  James  T.  Bark- 
ley made  the  trial  run  to  Warrenton  Junction. 

Evidently  Lincoln  preferred  not  to  travel  in  an  ar- 
mored car  of  luxurious  appointments.  Certain  news- 
papers of  New  York  took  up  the  matter  of  the  "presi- 
dential car"  and  were  ready  to  chide  Lincoln  for  such 
pretentiousness.  How  much  this  newspaper  publicity  in- 
fluenced him,  it  is  Impossible  to  say,  but  he  steadfastly 
refused  to  accept  the  car  or  to  ride  in  it  during  his  life- 
time, even  though  he  was  notified  that  the  car  was  in 
readiness  for  his  use  and  preparations  were  underway 
to   have  it  transferred  to  the  nation's  capital. 

With  the  assassination  and  death  of  Lincoln,  and 
the  family's  decision  that  the  remains  were  to  be  taken 
to  Springfield,  Illinois,  orders  were  issued  by  the  War 
Department  on  April  18,  1865  to  the  officers  in  charge 
of  the  Military  Car  Shops  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  to 
provide  a  suitable  funeral  car. 

Myron  H.  Lamson,  a  member  of  the  Washington  City 
Home  Guards  and  an  enlisted  mechanic  in  the  service 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railway  Company,  had  a  so- 
lution to  the  problem  of  the  selection  of  a  suitable 
funeral  car.  Having  served  as  assistant  foreman  during 
the  construction  of  the  "presidential  coach"  and  being 
familiar  with  the  details  of  the  car's  interior,  Lamson 
secured  permission  to  make  a  few  minor  alterations 
which  would  make  the  car  suitable  for  this  imperative 
need.  As  Lamson  was  employed  in  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  car  yards  in  Washington,  he  was  in  a  position  to 
assume  authority. 

Using  the  center  of  the  stateroom  which  was  now 
heavily   draped    in    black    with   heavy   cords    and    tassels 


for  the  location  of  a  hastily  constructed  catafalque,  it 
was  deemed  possible  to  remove  the  remains  with  little 
difficulty,  when  special  memorial  services  were  held  in 
the  different  cities  along  the  route.  At  the  same  time, 
it  would  be  easy  to  securely  mount  the  coffin  on  the 
stationary  catafalque  while  the  train  was  in  motion.  The 
catafalque  was  shaped  like  a  pyramid  with  a  railing 
surrounding  it,  and  it  was  possible  for  people  to  view 
the  remains  in  the  car.  At  the  foot  of  Lincoln's  casket 
was  placed  a  smaller  coffin,  that  of  Willie  Lincoln,  the 
son  who  died  in  the  White  House  in  1862.  At  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln's request,  the  dead  father  and  son  were  to  be  in- 
terred in  a  vault  in  Springfield.  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  too 
ill  to  make  the  funeral  journey. 

With  the  necessary  interior  construction  completed, 
and  with  the  exterior  suitably  draped  with  broadcloth 
and  silver  fringe,  the  car  was  moved  across  the  Potomac 
River  in  the  early  morning  of  April  21,  to  the  railway 
station  in  Washington  and  attached  to  the  rear  of  the 
funeral  train  already  in  waiting.  Later,  the  funeral  car 
was  placed  as  the  second  coach  from  the  rear,  the  family 
and  officials  using  the  rear  coach. 

The  same  day,  the  train  consisting  of  the  funeral 
coach,  baggage  car  and  about  four  or  five  other  passen- 
ger cars,  headed  by  an  engine  and  tender,  all  heavily 
draped  in  black,  pulled  out  of  Washington.  The  train 
traveled  by  way  of  Baltimore,  Harrisburg,  Philadelphia, 
Jersey  City,  New  York,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus, Indianapolis  and  Chicago,  arriving  on  May  3,  at 
Springfield.  At  Springfield  the  car  was  switched  to  the 
Chicago  and  Alton  yards  where  it  remained  for  some 
time.  Later  on,  the  car  was  returned  to  the  Military  Car 
Shops   in   Alexandria. 

In  June  of  the  same  year  the  car  was  used  to  convey 
to  Albany,  New  York,  the  remains  of  Mrs.  William  H. 
Seward,  the  wife  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  died 
on  the  21st  of  the  month,  in  the  capital  city. 

With  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  the  government  put 
a  great  amount  of  its  railroad  material  in  the  hands 
of  an  auction  firm  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  a  part  of  the 
rolling  stock  was  the  Lincoln  funeral  car.  Sidney  Dillon, 
who  was  then  president  of  the  Union  Pacific,  was  directly 
responsible  for  its  purchase,  although  the  actual  purchase 
was  made  after  spirited  bidding  by  T.  C.  Durant,  first 
vice-president  of  the  U.  P.  Possibly  Dillon  appreciated 
the  historical  significance  of  the  car,  but  one  of  the 
reasons  they  wanted  this  armored  coach  was  to  convert 
it  into  a  pay  car  to  avert  the  danger  of  outlaw  attacks. 
Oddly  enough,  many  bullet  holes  were  found  in  the  wood- 
work of  the  coach,  yeai's  later. 

Once  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  the  funeral  car  was  a 
great  curiosity,  not  only  because  it  was  Lincoln's  funeral 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


THE  FUNERAL  CAR 
This   Union   Pacific   Railroad   photograph   of   the  dilapidated  funeral  car  was  made  after  its  conversion  into  a  passenger 
coach  with  two,  four-wheeled  trucks,  instead  of  four. 


LINCOLN     LORE 


"THE   INFELICITIES   OF   LOOKING 
LIKE  BOOTH" 

While  Lincoln's  assassin  was  still  at  lai'K'e,  the  Neiv 
York  Tribune  of  A))ril  20,  ISGf,  canied  on  its  front 
pape  a  startling-  story  entitled  "Hooth  In  Pennsylvania." 
This  wild  rumor  prompted  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin  to 
issue  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward  of  $1(),()()0  for 
the  arrest  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  if  captured  in  the 
Keystone  State. 

The  account  of  Booth  in  Pennsylvania  was  featured 
by  The  World,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  in  its  April  21,  1865 
issue.  The  story  originated  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  on 
April  19,  when  it  was  believed  that  Booth  was  a  passen- 
ger on  a  train  that  left  that  city  at  6:00  p.m.  for  Potts- 
ville. 

A  Reading  citizen  said  that  he  first  saw  the  sus- 
pected person  in  a  saloon  on  Tuesday  night  in  company 
with  another,  drinking  freely.  He  followed  the  man 
until  he  got  upon  the  moving  train.  At  this  point,  the 
Reading  man  boarded  the  departing  train  and  shook 
hands  with  the  suspect  and  asked  him  "whether  he 
was  going  up  in  the  train."  Upon  his  answering  that 
"he  was  not"  he  explained  that  he  would  be  back  in 
Reading  in  a  day  or  so.  The  stranger,  during  the  course 
of  the  conversation  colored-up  several  times,  and  ap- 
peared   annoyed    and   desirous   of  avoiding   observation. 

The  citizen,  whose  name  was  not  revealed,  said  he  was 
positive  that  this  man  was  Booth,  because  he  had  known 
the  actor  for  several  years.  Just  as  the  train  left  the 
station  the  loyal  citizen  jumped  off  the  passenger  coach 
and  notified  several  officials  of  the  railroad.  His  failure 
to  give  the  alarm  at  once  was  an  annoying  develop- 
ment with  which  the  officials  had  to  cope  in  effecting 
the  capture. 

Corroborating  the  amateur  sleuth,  Mr.  Lyon,  a  United 
States  detective,  said  that  Booth  actually  came  to  Read- 
ing by  train.  Furthermore,  the  detective  stated  that 
Booth  had  been  in  Reading  all  day.  Mr.  Lyon,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Miller,  another  detective,  proceeded  to  trace  the 
assassin.  They  followed  him  to  the  depot  and  ascertained 
that  a  man  answering  Booth's  description  got  on  the 
train  which  had  left  for  Pottsville. 

These  developments  were  immediately  made  known  to 
Mr.  G.  A.  Nicholls,  Superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Reading  Railroad.  The  first  move  to  apprehend  the 
fugitive  was  to  telegraph  to  Port  Clinton.  Unfortunately, 
the  telegraph  operator  was  not  at  his  post,  so  an  engine 
was  fired  up,  and  the  two  detectives  and  the  man  who 
claimed  to  have  seen  Booth  proceeded  at  full  steam  to 
overtake  the  regular  train. 

The  locomotive  did  not  overtake  the  regular  train, 
but  at  Port  Clinton  they  were  informed  that  the  man 
they  described  had  gotten  off  the  train  at  that  station. 
But  which  way  the  fugitive  went,  no  one  appeared  to 
know. 

Telegrams  were  sent  to  all  points  along  the  line  of 
the  road,  because  the  detectives  did  not  know  whether  or 
not  this  elusive  man  took  the  Catawissa  train.  A  dispatch 
was  also  sent  to  Tamaqua,  to  the  conductor  of  the  train. 
Meanwhile,  Port  Clinton  was  searched  with  "a  fine  tooth 
comb." 

Detective  Lyon  next  received  a  telegram  from  Con- 
ductor Bright,  at  Catawissa  saying:  "No  such  man  came 
through  on  my  train."  However,  upon  the  arrival  of 
another  train  at  Tamaqua,  the  conductor  telegraphed: 
"The  man  is  on  the  train."  Another  telegram  was  hastily 
sent  to  the  next  station  for  further  information  and 
with  orders  for  the  man's  detention.  The  chase  had  now 
narrowed  down  in  one  direction  and  Mr.  Lyon  was  fully 
satisfied  that  the  elusive  fugitive  was  Lincoln's  assassin. 

Lyon  issued  a  description  of  the  man  as  follows: 
"About  five  feet  eight  inches  in  height;  black  hair,  cut 
short  and  inclined  to  curl;  short  black  mustache;  had 
cotton  in  both  ears;  wore  a  white  felt  hat;  had  a  piece 
of  crape  on  the  left  arm;  wore  a  Lincoln  badge  on  the 
right  breast  in  mourning;  and  had  on  a  black  coat 
with  common  blue  military  pants." 

G.  A.  Nicholls,  the  Railroad  Superintendent,  reported 
to  S.  Bradford,  Esq.,  regarding  his  part  in  the  investiga- 
tion in  a  letter  written  at  Reading  on  April  20: 


"On  my  return  fiom  Pottsville,  the  representations 
to  me  last  evening  were  such  that  I  sent  a  special 
engine  to  Pottsville,  after  the  up-evening  passenger 
train;  but  the  man  had  left  the  train  at  Auburn  before 
the  telegram  could  reach  it.  He  then  walked  back  to 
Port  Clinton  after  dark,  and  stole  his  passage  to  Ta- 
maqua on  one  of  our  coal  trains  last  night.  He  is  now 
caught  at  Tamatjua,  where  we  telegraphed  to  look  out 
for  him,  and  will  be  held  until  identified.  There  has  been 
some  ground  for  suspicion  that  it  is  Booth." 

With  the  suspect  in  custody,  the  man  who  said  he 
knew  Booth  and  had  seen  him  in  Reading,  was  taken 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  make  an  affidavit  of 
his  knowledge.  At  this  point,  the  cloak-and-dagger  af- 
fair became  a  farce.  The  citizen  of  Reading  swore  that 
he  had  only  seen  Booth  once,  and  that  was  seven  years 
ago  in  a  theatre  in  Baltimore.  What  was  more  sur- 
prising, he  did  not  now  believe  that  the  person  appre- 
heniled  at  Tamaqua  was  Booth.  Yet,  heretofore,  he  stated 
positively  that  the  man  was  Booth  and  that  he  knew 
him  intimately.  Needless  to  say,  the  alleged  assassin 
whose  name  was  not  revealed,  was  released. 

The  account  of  this  incident  is  of  no  historical  im- 
portance, except  to  indicate  the  apprehension  of  the 
American  people  while  Booth  was  a  fugitive.  In  every 
community,  any  strange  man  resembling  the  handsome 
actor,  was  immediately  under  suspicion,  until  he  could 
prove  his  innocence.  Scores  of  innocent  people  were  ar- 
rested and  held  temporarily  until  proper  identification 
could  be  made. 

One  reputable  Massachusetts  citizen  was  mistaken  so 
often  for  Booth,  that  he  remained  at  home  until  the 
assassin  was  captured.  The  assassin  was  also  "recog- 
nized" in  Greensburg  and  Franklin,  and  in  two  other 
Pennsylvania  towns.  Then  he  was  "seen"  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  two  places  in  Maryland,  and  in  Ohio,  Illinois 
and  Maine. 

Perhaps,  Pennsylvanians  were  just  a  little  more 
concerned  than  most  people  about  the  escape  route  of 
the  assassin,  due  to  his  knowledge  of  the  oil  regions  of 
that  state  where  he  had  suffered  some  severe  losses  in 
speculation. 


ISSUE   OF    1909  2.CENT   STAMP 

On  January  22,  1909,  Congress 
adopted  a  joint  resolution  reading: 
"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  hereby  authorized  to  design 
and  issue  a  special  postage  stamp, 
of  the  denomination  of  2-cents,  in 
commemoration  of  the  one-hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
.'?67  Abraham  Lincoln." 

The  stamp  was  designed  in  time  to  place  it  on  sale 
on  Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12. 

A  description  of  the  stamp  follows:  "Size  and  Shape, 
the  same  as  of  the  regular  issue  of  postage  stamps; 
color,  red.  The  subject  is  a  profile,  within  an  ellipse  on 
end,  of  the  head  of  Lincoln  from  St.  Gaudens'  statue.  A 
spray  of  laurel  leaves  appears  on  either  side  of  the 
ellipse.  Above  the  subject  appears  the  words  'U.  S. 
Postage.'  Below,  the  ellipse  is  broken  by  a  ribbon  con- 
taining the  dates  of  Lincoln's  birth  and  the  one-hun- 
dredth anniversary  thereof  (1809-Feb.  12-1909),  with 
the  denomination  in  words  (Two-cents)  beneath." 

The  two-cent  Lincoln  of  1909  can  be  classified  as 
follows: 


A  83  367  2('  Carmine 
A  83  368  2('  Carmine 
A  83         369         2('  Carmine 


Perf.  12 
Imperf. 
Bluish  paper  Perf.  12 


This  stamp  was  issued  in  coils  for  use  in  vending 
and  affixing  machines.  These  private  perforations  are 
by  the  U.  S.  Automatic  Vending  Co.,  Schermack,  Mail-O- 
Meter  and  Brinkerhoff. 


LINCOLN     L  O  IJ  E 


THE  FUNERAL  CAR   (Continued  from  page  2) 

coach,  but  because  it  was  considered  the  finest  railway 
car  ever  constructed.  Many  thousands  of  people  visited 
the  car  shops  to  see  it.  After  the  car  ceased  to  he  a 
curiosity,  it  appaiently  received,  during  the  next  three 
decades,  very  rough  treatment. 

In  1892  a  company  of  men  from  New  York  sent  an 
agent  to  Omaha  with  a  proposal  to  purchase  the  car  so 
as  to  exhibit  it  at  the  World's  Fair.  Satisfactory  teims 
could  not  be  agreed  upon  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 
The  agent,  in  the  beginning  of  the  negotiations,  desired 
to  have  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  car  and  while 
no  sale  was  effected,  Mr.  I.  H.  Congdon,  for  many  years 
master  mechanic  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in  a 
lengthy  letter  to  E.  L.  Lomax,  general  passenger  agent 
of  the  road,  recorded  a  detailed  history  of  the  car: 

"The  famous  car  was  brought  to  Omaha  in  18Gfi, 
and  was  purchased  for  the  Union  Pacific  by  T.  C.  Duiant. 
Sidney  Dillon  manifested  great  interest  in  the  car  in  the 
early  days  of  the  road.  I  was  in  charge  of  the  locomo- 
tive department  of  the  Great  Western  Railroad  of  Illi- 
nois, at  Springfield,  during  the  war,  and  was  there  at 
the  time  president  Lincoln's  remains  were  brought  there. 
The  car  had  been  used  as  the  funeral  car,  and  stood  in 
the  railroad  yards  during  the  time  that  Lincoln's  body 
lay  in  state  in  the  capitol  building,  and  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it  closely.  I  remember  identi- 
fying it  as  the  same  car  when  it  came  here  in  18fi6. 
When  first  brought  to  Omaha  it  was  used  as  a  private 
car  by  the  directors,  but  on  account  of  its  extreme 
weight  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  mounted,  it  rode 
so  poorly  that  they  soon  abandoned  it.  I  have  been  over 
the  road  with  Mr.  Dillon  in  the  Lincoln  car,  and  heard 
him  speak  of  it  as  being  the  one  that  the  president  used 
during  the  war,  and  in  which  his  remains  were  brought 
to  Springfield.  Mr.  S.  H.  Clark,  now  president  of  the 
Union  Pacific,  stated  to  me  a  good  many  years  ago  that 
Mr.  Dillon  desiied  some  of  the  furniture  of  the  car 
taken  out  and  sent  to  New  York  and  I  saw  that  this  re- 
quest was   carried   out. 

"The  car  was  built  as  nearly  as  possible  to  suit 
Mr.  Lincoln's  idea  and  was  so  peculiar  in  construction 
as  to  give  it  individual  characteristics." 

A  great  many  of  the  original  furnishings  of  the  car 
are  today  preserved  in  the  Union  Pacific  Historical  Mu- 
seum, including  the  silver  service,  walnut  bookcase,  desk, 
and  couch.  One  early  account  of  the  funeral  car  states 
that  George  M.  Pullman  secured  some  of  the  landscape 
paintings  on  wooden  panels  which  were  between  the  car 
windows.  Pullman  is  said  to  have  kept  some  of  the  best 
of  the  panels  and  presented  others  to  his  friends. 

When  the  Union  Pacific  officials  used  the  funeral 
car  as  their  private  coach,  a  special  building  was  con- 
structed at  Omaha  to  house  it  while  not  in  service. 
Finally,  it  was  sidetracked  and  used  by  the  Union  Pa- 
cific division  superintendents  to  live  in,  and  in  1870,  it 
was  sold  to  the  Colorado  Central  Railroad  Company  at 
the  time  of  the  construction  of  that  road  to  Golden, 
Colorado.  The  funeral  coach  was  then  converted  into  an 
ordinary  day  coach  for  passenger  service  between  Den- 
ver and  Golden.  Its  reconditioning  for  passenger  service 
likely  consisted  of  stripping  out  its  fine  interior  and 
mounting  it  on  two,  instead  of  four,  four-wheeled  trucks. 
In  1878,  the  Colorado  Central  Railroad  was  absoi-bed  by 
the  Union  Pacific  and  the  car  came  back  under  the 
management  of  that  road. 

Eventually,  this  "palace  on  wheels"  was  sent  out  on 
the  mountain  division  of  the  Union  Pacific,  and  was 
used  as  a  dining-car  for  a  construction  gang. 

An  observer  in  1893  saw  the  funeral  car  on  a  sidetrack 
under  the  Eleventh  Street  viaduct  in  Omaha.  It  had 
just  arrived  from  North  Platte  where  it  had  been  for 
years.  Painted  along  the  top  of  the  car  were  the  words, 
"Colorado  Central  Railroad,"  while  beneath  the  window 
there  was  painted,  "work  train."  It  was  so  worn  with 
age  and  abuse  in  1893  as  to  be  almost  beyond  recogni- 
tion as  once  the  world's  finest  "parlor  car." 

The  purpose  in  bringing  the  car  to  Omaha  was  to 
give  it  a  thoroug-h  overhauling  and  to  put  it  in  the 
same  condition  as  it  was  in  1865.  Then  it  was  to  be  taken 


to  Chicago  for  exhibition  at  the  World's  Fair.  Needless  to 
state,  the  reconditioning  of  the  car  was  not  extensive. 
The  car  was  exhibited  at  Chicago  in  1893,  at  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Exhibition  at  Omaha  in  18i»8,  and  at 
the  St.  Louis  World's  Fair  in  1904.  In  1898  the  Rail- 
way Company  placed  the  car  on  exhibition  in  the 
Transportation  IJuilding  at  the  Omaha  Exhibition.  It 
was  said  to  have  been  seen  by  1,250,000  people  and 
the  famous  relic  was  damaged  considerably  at  this  time 
by  vandals.  However,  for  many  months  it  stood  on 
the  tracks  near  the  railroad  shops  as  cast-off  rolling 
stock. 

In  1900,  the  negroes  of  Omaha  proposed  to  have  the 
city  council  appropriate  money  to  secure  the  car  and 
have  it  restored  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its  original  con- 
dition. Further  plans  were  to  have  it  housed  permanently 
in  a  special  building.  This  movement  was  headed  by 
Dr.  M.  0.  Rickets,  a  negro  physician.  Mayor  Moores,  a 
Civil  War  veteran,  looked  upon  the  idea  with  favor,  but 
these  plans  did  not  materialize. 

In  1903,  the  funeral  car  was  purchased  from  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  by  Franklin  B.  Snow. 
Snow  exhiliited  the  car  in  the  Lincoln  Museum  at  the 
St.  Louis  World's  Fair  in  1904.  The  .$15,000  museum 
building  was  erected  just  north  of  the  Illinois  State 
Building  and  near  the  great  ferris  wheel. 

The  St.  Louis  Republic,  of  May  1,  1904,  made  the 
following  comments  about  the  historic  car:  "Of  all  the 
interesting  exhibits  at  the  World's  Fair,  there  is  none 
that  has  created  more  general  attention  or  is  viewed 
with  a  greater  affection  and  reverence  than  the  old 
'Lincoln  Car'  since  its  arrival  and  installation  in  the 
Lincoln  museum.  World's  Fair  grounds.  None  of  the 
visitors  at  the  museum  who  have  had  the  privilege  of 
seeing  this  sacred  relic  go  away  without  gazing  at  the 
old  coach  for  some  time  with  evident  affectionate  in- 
terest, and  very  few  look  at  it  save  with  uncovered 
heads. 

"Although  the  car  now  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition, 
plainly  showing  that  it  has  been  abandoned  to  the  cold 
storms  of  winter  and  the  sun's  hot  rays  of  summer  for 
too  many  years,  it  is  still  the  car  that  was  used  to  bear 
the  remains  of  President  Lincoln  from  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  Springfield,  111.  for  interment.  Time  has  made 
sad  changes  within  and  without.  From  a  beautifully  dec- 
orated exterior,  its  sides  are  cracked  and  weather- 
beaten.  Inside  the  several  compartments,  fine  furnish- 
ings have  been  removed  and  the  elegant  crimson  colored 
silk  with  which  the  entire  insides  were  tufted  and  up- 
holstered has  been  removed  by  the  hands  of  vandals.  Yet 
for  all  of  this  it  is  the  old  private  car  of  President 
Lincoln — the  only  coach  ever  built  by  the  United  States 
Government  foi-  the  use  of  a  president  and  cabinet.  The 
visitors  who  see  it  recognize  in  it  a  national  treasure 
of  incomparable  value  and  rich  association." 

On  October  5,  1905,  an  unidentified  newspaper  carried 
a  story  to  the  effect  that  Lincoln's  private  car  was  stand- 
ing on  a  sidetiack  in  the  Chicago  and  Alton  Railway 
Yards  at  Joliet,  Illinois.  The  statement  was  also  made 
that  the  custodian  of  the  car  had  offered  to  give  it  to 
the  Lincoln  Park  Commission  of  Chicago.  However,  Snow 
exhibited  the  car  in  various  cities  after  the  World's 
Fair  was  closed.  In  an  advertising  folder  he  suggested 
that  "upon  the  moment  of  the  arrival  of  this  sacred 
relic  in  the  city  fourteen  salutes  from  cannon  will 
boom  forth  a  welcome — one  for  each  letter  forming 
the  name  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  and  one  following  each 
hour  throughout  the  entire  day." 

In  the  fall  of  1905,  Snow  sold  the  car  to  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Lowry,  who  presented  it  to  the  city  of  Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota.  The  car  arrived  in  Minneapolis  in  late 
October,  1905  and  was  placed  on  exhibition  in  a  railroad 
yard.  On  March  18,  1911,  the  gi-ass  in  this  area  caught 
fire  and  the  car  was  reduced  to  a  twisted  mass  of  iron 
and  charred  wood. 

A  model  of  the  Lincoln  car  is  now  on  display  at  the 
Union  Pacific  Historical  Museum.  It  was  constructed  by 
the  employees  at  the  Omaha  shops.  Aside  from  pictures 
and  photographs  of  the  historic  car,  the  model  at  the 
Museum  is  the  only  tangible  record  left  of  a  fabulous 
project  in   railway  history. 
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OCATED  only  a  few  steps  off  the  lobby  on  the 
first  floor  of  Union  Pacific  Railroad's  1 2-story 
headquarters  building  in  downtown  Omaha,  Neb., 
the  Union  Pacific  Museum  is  within  easy  reach  of  all 
visitors  to  the  city. 

U.  P.'s  unique  museum  got  its  start  quite  modestly  in 
1921  when  Paul  Rigdon,  chief  clerk  in  President  Carl 
R.  Gray's  office,  showed  Mr.  Gray  part  of  the  silver 
service  from  Lincoln's  car,  which  had  been  gathering 
dust  in  a  vault. 

Mr.  Gray  decided  to  start  a  museum  in  a  small  office 
adjoining  his  quarters.  For  the  next  few  years  the 
collection  grew  rapidly  until  the  office  was  over- 
crowded. The  museum  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  on  the  main  floor  in  1  939. 
During  that  year  the  motion  picture  "Union  Pacific" 
was  premiered  in  Omaha  with  the  celebration  of 
Golden  Spike  Days.  Mr.  W.  M.  Jeffers  was  president 
of  the  railroad  at  the  time  and  his  interest  in  the  mu- 
seum and  the  celebration  heightened  interest  in  the 
historical  exhibits. 

Thousands  of  railroaders  added  items  to  the  collection 
and  with  this  huge  army  of  historic  collectors  the  dis- 
plays grew  rapidly. 

One  of  the  remarkable  facts  about  the  museum  is  that 
every  item  it  contains  was  donated.     But  whether 
an    original    historic    document    signed    by    President 


Lincoln  or  an  old  link  and 
pin  coupler  found  buried  in 
a  switching  yard,  the  Union 
Pacific  Museum  is  unusual 
and  significant  in  that  it 
gives  visitors  a  flavorful 
taste  of  the  old  West  and 
the  human  history  of  the 
growth  of  a  railroad  which 
is  acknowledged  by  histor- 
ians as  one  of  the  most 
important  events  which  led 
to  the  western  way  of  life 
we  enjoy  today. 
Proof  of  its  popularity  is 
the  fact  that  well  over  half 
a  million  persons  have  in- 
spected the  displays.  On 
hand  always  to  greet  visi- 
tors and  answer  their  questions  are  Museum  Director 
Mrs.  Irene  A.  Keeffe  and  her  assistant.  Miss  Erma  M. 
Smatlan. 

The  free  museum  is  open  for  visits  from  9  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 


But  Not  Forgotten  I 


Present  Headquarters 


TRACE  THE  HISTORY... 

An  extensive  display  of  documents,  maps  and  pictures — handily  encased  in  glass  swinging  panels — provide  visitors 
with  easy  access  to  the  documentary  history  of  the  building  of  Union  Pacific  lines  through  the  untamed  west. 
Mounted  for  easy  viewing,  the  files  include  early  maps  of  the  territory  (some  hand  drawn  and  beautifully  illustrated, 
photographs  that  portray  adventure  in  the  West's  development,  an  album  of  old  locomotive   photos,  panels  of 
early  and  foreign  paper  money  and  coins,  the  original  telegram  reporting  the  completion  of   rail  construction 
through  to  Promontory,  Utah,  old  newspapers  mark- 
ing special  events  in  the  history  of  the  country,  and  a 
separate  file  on  famous  outlaws  that  made  the  early 
railroad  life  a  hazardous  one. 

RAILROAD  SECTION... 

For  devoted  railroad  fans  the  museum  boasts 
several  miniature  locomotives  and  an  unusual  col- 
lection of  locomotive  pictures  taken  when  steam 
engines  were  the  undisputed  champions  of  railroad 
power. 

And  there  is  a  railroad  library  which  was  started 
in  one  huge  bookcase  and  has  now  grown  to  fill 
an  entire  vault. 


Swinging  panels  for  historical  documents,  photos 


EARLY  EQUIPMENT 


Union  Pacific  Railroad  equipment  improved 
steadily  with  the  still  continuing  "age  of 
modern  miracles"  and  left  behind  many 
momentoes. 

Surveying  instruments  used  by  Gen.  Gren- 
ville  M.  Dodge,  chief  engineer  of  U.P.  from 
May,  1866,  to  Jan.,  1877,  are  in  excellent 
condition  and  displayed  in  glass  cases. 

„_  ,  ,  Historic  spikes   and    rail   sections 

Golden  ,      .     '^  .        ,  .      , 

Spike  are  being  retained  as  reminders 

Replica"  of    early    construction    victories. 

And   to  insure  that  the  countless 

day-by-day  activities  of  operating  the  first 

railroads  are  not  bypassed,  the  museum  has 

collected  miscellaneous  items  for  display,  such 

OS  ticket  punches,   badges,  telegraph   keys, 

insulators,  cable  and  other  equipment,  an  old 

locomotive  clock,  train  tickets  and  schedules, 

lanterns  and  many  other  articles  of  interest 

to  the  general  public. 


PIONEERS    REPRESENTED  . . . 

Western  history  could  not  be  fairly  represented 
without  devoting  space  to  the  rugged  pioneer 
families  who  gave  impetus  to  the  need  for  a 
Western  railroad. 

Many  of  the  tools  and  implements  necessary  to 
stay  alive  in  that  danger  area  have  been 
retired  to  the  U.  P.  collection  where  visitors  can 
examine  them  and  go  away  with  a  much  better 
idea  of  frontier  life. 

A  hugh  sauerkraut  stomper,  a  grain  flail,  a 
barley  fork  and  a  cradle  scythe — all  hand 
made  and  predominately  of  wood — clearly 
show  the  exhausting  labor  of  pioneer  living. 


The  first  rails  help  trace 
construction  history 
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".  .  .  tufts  of 
human  hair." 


TRIBUTE  TO  LINCOLN  . . . 

Pride  of  the  museum's  priceless  collection  is  the 
display  honoring  President  Abraham  Lincoln  who, 
in  1  862,  signed  into  law  a  bill  creating  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  and  authorizing  that  company  to 
build  what  was  to  be  the  nation's  first  transconti- 
nental railroad  and  telegraph  line. 

Within  the  museum,  the  Lincolniana  display  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  complete  in  the  country. 
A  large  portion  of  one  wall  of  the  room  is  entirely 
taken  up  by  portraits  and  personal  papers  of  the 
Civil  War  president.  Among  the  photographs  is 
one  of  three  known  to  bear  his  autograph. 

The  most  prized  original  docu- 
ment is  an  executive  order  which 
appointed  Springer  Harbaugh 
director  of  the  railroad  on  the 
a  part  of  the  government  in 
October  1863.  This  particular 
document  is  one  of  the  few  which 
he  signed  "Abraham  Lincoln" 
rather  than  "A.  Lincoln"  which 
became    his    familiar    signature. 

In  1864  a  private  railroad 'car 
was  built  for  the  president  but 
Lincoln  was  unable  to  use  it  while  he  lived.  This  car 
was  then  to  become  his  funeral  car  and  a  replica 
of  it  is  another  of  the  Lincoln  items  on  display. 
Many  of  the  original  furnishing  from  that  car  are 
numbered  in  the  Lincoln  collection  —  a  walnut 
desk,  bookcase,  a  reclining  chair,  a  portion  of 
the  silver  service,  a  mirror,  four  oil  paintings 
and  two  davenports,  one  extra  long 
for  the  president  and  capable  of 
being  converted  into  a  bed. 

These  items  occupied  space  in  Pres.  Lincoln's  car 


Pres.  Lincoln's 
Funeral  Car 


INDIANS... 

AN  INTEGRAL  PART 

Like  brothers  under  the  same  coat, 
the  story  of  the  American  Indian 
goes  along  with  the  construction  of 
the  nation's  Western  railroad. 

Among  the  museum's  more  bizarre 
items  preserved  to  keep  the  Indian 
legend  alive  is  a  Shoshone  Indian 
headdress  made  of  wild  turkey 
feathers  which  trailed  to  the  wearer's 
ankles.  This  headdress  does  not 
appear  unusual  until  close  inspection 
reveals  that  each  feather  is  deco- 
rated with  a  tuft  of  human  hair. 

Tomahawks,  bows  and  arrows  and 
many  items  of  Indian  clothing  make 
up  a  sizeable  display.  Each  of  the 
articles  has  a  different  story  behind  it. 


THE  OUTLAW  PERIOD  . . . 

Synonomous  with  the  difficulties  early  construction 
gangs  had  with  the  Indians  were  the  string  of  lesser 
battles  waged  against  the  infamous  Western  outlaw. 
The  museum  has  an  excellent  representation  of  grim 
momentoes  from   that   period. 

A    gun    owned    by    Tom    Horn,    the    "Wyoming    Man 
Killer,"  and  a  piece  of  the  rope  with 
which   he    was    hanged    tell    of    the 
violence  surrounding  his  life. 


Another  case  holds  the  leg  irons  used 
to  shackle  "Big  Nose  George"  Par- 
rott,  another  Wyoming  desperado, 
and  the  top  half  of  his  skull.  Parrott 
was  executed  in  frontier  fashion  for 
the  attempted  robbery  of  a  Union 
Pacific  train  and  the  slaying  of  two 
posse  members  who  pursued  him. 

Lesser  known  criminals  are  repre- 
sented by  one  case  that  is  filled  with 
deadly  weapons,  all  removed  from 
criminals  by  Union  Pacific  special 
agents. 
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in   OMAHA. 


JOSLYN  ART  MUSEUM-22nd  and  Dodge  Streets 

A  $4  million  museum,  second  in  per  capita  attendance  in 
the  nation   .  .   .  tours  arranged. 

OMAHA  GRAIN  EXCHANGE  — 19th  and  Harney  Streets 

One  of  the  nation's  leading  grain  markets. 
OMAHA  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  -  19th  and  Harney  Streets 

Houses  nearly  250,000  books,  a  complete  assortment  of 
pamphlets,  periodicals  and   newspapers. 

MUNICIPAL  AUDITORIUM-17th  Street  at  Capital  Ave. 

A  new,  $7  million  building,  offering  attractive  accomoda- 
tions for  concerts,  conventions,  stage  productions  and  other 
events. 

UNION   STATION-IOth  and  Marcy  Streets 

Thousands  of  travelers  pass  through  this  modern  terminal 
each   day. 

UNION   STOCK    YARDS    AND   LIVESTOCK    EXCHANGE 
BUILDING  — 29th  and  O  Streets 

More  than  100  acres  of  buildings  and  paved  pens  and 
alleys  comprise  this  world-famed  center  of  Omaha's  great 
livestock  industry. 

MUNICIPAL  STADIUM 
13th  Street  and  Bert  Murphy  Drive 
Home  of  the  Triple-A   Omaha   Cardinals,  used   also  for 
football  games. 

RIVERVIEW  PARK   AND  ZOO 
13th  Street  and  Deer  Park  Blvd. 

Picnic  grounds,  playgrounds,  a  large  lagoon  and  a  new 


zoo. 

LEVI  CARTER   PARK 
North  on  16th  Street  and  east  on  Locust  Street 

Another  "summer  playground"  offering  picnic  areas, 
facilities  for  boating  and  fishing. 

WORLD  WAR   II  MEMORIAL 
Dodge  Street  and  Happy  Hollow  Blvd. 

A  half-million  dollar  memorial  dedicated  to  the  men  and 
women  who  gave  their  lives  in  service  during  World  War  II. 

AK-SAR-BEN  FIELD  AND  COLISEUM 
63rd  and  Shirley  Streets 

Site  of  the  annual  racing  meet  and  other  events,  Ak-Sar-Ben 
is  one  of  the  nation's  largest  and  most  active  civic  organiza- 
tions. 

BOYS  TOWN 
1 1  miles  west  of  Omaha  on  Dodge  Street  — Highway  30 
Father  Flanagan's  world-famous  home  for  boys,  a  thriving 
community  within  itself.    Guides  on  duty. 


UNION   PACIFIC  RAILROAD 
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HEADQUARTERS      B  U  I  L  D  I  N  G    •    O  M  A  H  A 
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Just  discovered  that  your  May,  1957  issue  of 
Lincoln  Lox-e  v^as  on  the  Lincoln  funeral  car; 
if  you  have  any  copies  lefu  will  you  please 
send  me  o.ie.  Illinois  State  Historical  sent 
me  a  thermofaxed  copy,  but  not  too  clear. 
According  to  them  the  car  v/as  destroyea  by 
fire — man  at  Lancastei-,  Mo  supfiosed  to  have 
ovmed  "Lincoln  car"  aft^r  turn  of  centuryl 
Now  I  wonder  I 

Carl  Landrum 
920  Sprrnf'.-St 
Quinc}'-,  JTl-^^J^ois 
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(  THISSiPEOFCARD  FsToR  ADDRESS  ) 


Dr  R  G  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


1385  Albion   Street,    Ai.t .    1C8 
Denver  30,    Colorad-O 
December   1,    19  59 


Dr,    Gerald  R.   McMurtry 

Director,    Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

1301   South  Harrison 

Fort  Wayne   1 

Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

Dr.   Wayne   Grover,   United   States  Archivist    suggested 
that    I   write   you,    as   you  might  be   able  to   advise  me   of 
pertinent    articles  that   might  have   appeared   in  newspapers 
in  1865,   before   the  death   of   President  Lincoln,    relating 
to  the   oil  panels   (paintings)    which  hung  in  the  private 
railroad  car  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

According  to  authentic   informcttion,   the  car  was  built 
in  1863-64   in  the  U.    S.   Military  car   shops,   Alexandria,   Va, 
The  panels  however,   eight   in  number,   were  not   hung  in  the   car 
until   1865,   and  they  were  placed   there   in  Washington,   D.    C. 
The  panels,   presumably  hung  between  the   windows  of   the   car, 
possibly  in  the   front   compartment    (the   reception  room)    and 
the  back  one    (the   general   sitting  room.)      The   middle   compartment 
was   Lincoln's    State-room.     These   panels  were   representative   of 
America,    its   growth,    etc. 

John  D.   Rowland,   known  also  as   Captain  John  D.   Hor/land, 
although   the  Captain  was   honorary,    given   to  him  in  the    Indian 
Wars,    often   told  my  sister  and  myself  that   he  had  painted  the 
panels  for  Abraham  Lincoln's  private  car.     There  was   also    a 
clipping,   but    this  has   long  since   disappeared.     As   I    remember, 
however,    it   verified   his    statement.     My   father,  this   artist, 
has  been  dead   forty-five   years,   but   I   have  never  forgotten  his 
words.     He   was   an   extremely  honorable   man,   there  would  be  no 
reason  to  doubt  him;    especially  as   in  95  years,   apparently  no 
one  has  ever  disputed   as   to  the  painter. 

In  1865,   J.   D.   Howland,    also   spoken  of  as  Jack  Rowland, 
and   Johnny  Rowland  left  Colorado  by  wagon  train  bound   for 
Washington,   D.    C.  presumably  to  hang  his  panels   in   the   Lincoln 
car.     He   was  then  not   quite   32  years   old,   but   was  known   to 
everyone   in  the   Territory  as   an  artist.      Newspai^ers   of  that  day 
in  Colorado   mentioned  his  paintings   frequently.     How  he   came   to 
be   com.missioned  to  paint    the   panels   I  do   not   know,   but    I  have 
thought,    that  they  might  have  teen   a  gift   to   the  President,   by 
Colorado  Territory  to  be  hung  in  his   car. 

It   seem.s   to  me   mention  must   have  been  miade    of  this   in 
newspapers   of  that   day,   which  as    I   said  before   n.5^  have  a  few 
lines   relating  to    the  pertinent    inforihation  needed* 


Ee:    J.   r.   Eowlsmd 

Panels  Abraham  Lincoln   Car 
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These  panels  were   taken   from  the   car  in  1888  at  the 
Trane-Kieeieeippi  Exposition  at  Omaha,    or   at   any  rate  "before 
1SC5   vfhen    it   was    sold   to  Mr.    Snow.     The   oar  was  destroyed  by 
fire   in  Minnesota,    som^e   years   later. 

The   JosliTfi  Museum  at  Oraha  o^ms   four   of  the   original 
r^anels;    the  Union  Pacific  Museum,    also  of  Om.aha,   has   four  of 
them,      I  have    seen   them  cind  been  furnished  with  photocixaphs 
for  my  work,   which  is  a  Biogrc^-phy  of  J.   P.  Rowland,  now  nearin,^ 
com.pletion.     BtitK  Museums  are  deeply  interested  in  my   studies. 

Specifically,   the  time   that    is   im.portant   to  consider  is 
March  1,    1865  to   the   date   of   the  President's   death,    in  formalating 
the  period  when  young,'  Rowland  would  have   arrived   from  the  Territcries^ 
Any  papers  frop   Colorado  Territory  which  would  appertain  to  this, 
of   course   could  have  been  as   early  as  the   last  half  of  1864,   at 
which  tim.e,    Oct.   8,   Rowland  received  his   discharge   from  the   1st 
Colorado  Volunteer  Regiment,   and   started  to  organize   a  wagon  train 
bound   for   the  states,    for  U.    8.   Marshall  Runt.      Rowland   was  Captain 
of   this   train  and   accompanied   it  to   the   River. 

I   shall  appreciate  any  suggestions  or  even  the   slightest 
inforr-ation   that    could  be  documented  and  tie  up  with  my  knowledge 
and  findings. 

Very   sincerely. 


very    bxiiovi-^jly ,     ^  /^  /  f 

(^;)ix^\    Kate  Rowlemd  Charles 


KRC/pm 
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Dec«afl)er  10,  1959 


Nrs.  Kate  Hovlasd  Charlas 
1285  Albion  Street 
AfKctmnt  108 
Denver  20,  Colorado 

Detar  Mrs*  Clw»rle«: 

I  haTe  your  letter  of  December  1  relative  to  the  all  painted  panels 
-which  himg  in  the  Lincoln  funeral  ear.  In  order  to  give  you  \Aiat 
infoxnatlon  I  have  re£;ardlng  the  Lincoln  funeral  car  I  an  enclosing 
with  this  letter  Lincoln  Lore  m,   1^31  dated  May  1957  •  Qa  page  k 
you  vlU  find  scans  mention  made  of  the  vooden  panels  that  i«re  hand 
painted  depicting  landscape  scenes. 

Since  writing  this  article  I  have  acquired  what  I  believe  to  be  two 
of  the  original  panels  from  the  Lincoln  funeral  train.  They  measure 
12}  laches  by  I3   inches.  One  painting  depicts  a  woodland  scene  with 
a  house  and  the  other  painting  depicts  a  man  sharping  a  tool  on  a 
grindstone.  I  have  reason  to  feel  that  these  are  authentic  panels. 
I  have  pretty  good  informatixm  regarding  them  to  cause  ms  to  believe 
that  they  aire  authentic. 

I  have  not  heard  of  the  name  of  John  D.  Howland  as  having  had  axiy 
connection  with  the  building  or  the  decoration  of  the  Lincoln  funeral 
car. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  am  unable  to  provide  you  with  the  informa- 
tion you  need  x«garding  John  D.  Howland. 

Sincerely, 


:dh  Director 


DU^alo  and  Erie  (ounty  Jii^torical  Society  W,  ¥  bounded  1862 

25  Nottingham  Court  •  BUFFALO  •  NewYork,  142.16    fic    ji6-TR}-g644 

December  23,  I964 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
1301  South  Harrison  St. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

In  response  to  your  letter  of  December  IS,  I964 
ordering  a  photograph  of  the  Lincoln  funeral  procession 
in  Buffalo,  I  am  sending  you  a  list  of  all  the  Lincoln 
funeral  photographs  which  we  possess. 

A  copy  of  the  photograph  you  requested  is  on  order 
and  will  be  mailed  to  you  as  soon  as  it  is  processed. 
We  request  that  mention  be  made  of  the  location  of  the 
original  print  if  the  photograph  is  added  to  your  files. 
If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  the  other  Lincoln  photo- 
graphs, we  would  be  happy  to  supply  you  with  copies  of 
them. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  our  photoduplication  order 
form  and  price  list  for  your  information.   The  Society 
charges  $2.00  for  an  S  x  10  glossy  print. 

Perhaps  you  can  be  of  assistance  to  us  on  a  matter 
concerning  President  Lincoln.   Recently  we  discovered 
in  our  collections  a  handbill  for  the  Friday  evening, 
April  14th,  IS65  performance  of "Our  American  Cousin" 
at  Ford's  Theatre,   The  handbill  is  mounted  and  has  a 
notation  at  the  bottom  which  reads  "the  above  Bill  was 
found  in  the  Box  President  Lincoln  occupied  the  night 
of  his  Assassination  at  Washington,  D.C.   Presented  by 
E.  A.  Fuller."  We  would  like  to  know  how  common  hand- 
bills from  that  performance  are  and  whether  you  know  of 
any  bills  which  have  been  substantiated  as  being  from 
Lincoln's  box  that  evening.   We  are  attempting  to  deter- 
mine the  authenticity  of  this  handbill  and  would  appreciate 
any  assistance  you  can  give  us. 

Sincerely  yours, 

DANIEL  B.  NIEDERLANDER  •  CHARLES  CART  •  WALTER  McCAUSLAND  •  OwSPS^%G}^IRG^^^Pd^EKT'T.mlSEN  ^WALT^P^.^Jr^^^^ 

PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENT  SECRETARY  TREASURER  DIRECTOR 


Photographs  of  Lincoln  Funeral  Procession  in  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
April  27,  IB65 


1.   Funeral  car  used  in  Buffalo  -  Caption  on  photograph  reads 
"The  Funeral  Car  -  used  upon  the  occasion  of  the  Funeral 
Obsequies  of  President  Lincoln,  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  April  19, 
and  at  the  Reception  of  his  Remains,  April  27,  I865." 


East  Side  of  Main  Street  Draped  in  Mourning  for  President 
Lincoln,   Does  not  show  the  procession. 


3.  Procession  on  Main  Street  looking  southwest  from  Eagle. 
The  hearse  is  approaching  the  St.  James  Hall,  corner 
Main  and  Eagle  Streets,  which  is  not  visible  in  the 
photograph.   Photograph  taken  by  H.  L.  Bliss. 

4.  Procession  with  mounted  troops,  wagons  and  the  hearse  at 
a  halt.   There  is  a  large  American  flag  visible  in  the 
foreground. 

5.  Procession  with  military  escort  in  foreground.   The 
photograph  was  taken  by  Louis  Brush  from  the  window  of 
Pond  &  Hambleton's  Photograph  Gallery,  on  the  west  side 
of  Main  Street,  between  Swan  and  Seneca  Streets,  looking 
northeast  and  showing  the  Military  escort  to  the  catafalque 
passing  the  block  between  Swan  and  South  Division  Streets. 


M^ 


December  28,  1964 


Miss  Anne  M.  Serio 

Curator  of  Iconography 

Buffalo  and  Hrie  County  FEstorical  Society 

25  Nottingham  Court 

Buffalo,  New  York   14216 

Dear  Miss  Serio: 

I  have  your  letter  of  Decen&er  23rd  relative  to  the  photo- 
graphs of  Lincoln's  Funeral  whidi  are  located  in  the  Buffalo  aid  Erie 
County  Historical  Society. 

W©  will  wish  to  purchase  all  five  of  the  Lincoln  Funeral 
photographs  at  $2,00  eadi^  (  8  X  10  glossy).  Please  find  enclosed 
t^ie  order  form,  Uiyon  receipt  of  your  invoice  we  will  rerait  inciediately, 

You  have  inquired  about  Ford  I'lieatre  playbills  for  April 
14,  1865,  Originals  are  quite  valuable  and  rare.  Unfortunately, 
there  are  a  great  many  reprints.  In  1937  there  was  privately  printed 
Walter  C.  Brenner's  bwechure  "The  Ford  ITieatre  Lincoln  Assassinati<m 
Playbills",  Tlie  edition  was  limited  to  75  copies.  You  should  consult 
this  work  to  determine  if  you  have  a  genuine  item.  Perhaps  you  could 
secure  a  copy  from  the  Theatre  Collection  of  the  liarvard  Library  on 
inter-library  loaii. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  NcMurtry 

RQ4/hcs 

P.S,  I  would  question  the  statement  that  your  Ford's  Tlieatre  handbill 
if  fireni  Lincoln's  box.  The  name  E.  A.  Fuller  is  not  familiar  to  me  as 
one  of  those  present  at  tlie  theatre  that  evening. 

R.  G.  M. 


UvxccA-.^  L.Cc 


the  coach  lincoln  refused  to  use 


By  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director,  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

The  railway  car,  which  carried  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln's  remains  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  Springfield,  Illinois 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  was  considered 
a  triumph  of  the  car  builder's  art.  On 
the  1,662  mile  funeral  route  approxi- 
mately two  million  people  saw  and  ad- 
mired this  beautiful  railway  coach.  How- 
ever, it  had  not  been  designed  originally 
as  a  funeral  car,  but  as  a  private  presi- 
dential car  for  the  Chief  Executive.  It 
was  thought  that  a  special  railway  car 
for  Lincoln's  own  personal  use  would  be 
efficient  for  the  conduct  of  the  affairs 
of   his  office. 

The  armored 
car,  as  originally 
constructed,  was 
forty-two  feet 
long  and  eight 
and  one-half  feet 
wide.  It  was  built 
at  the  United 
States  Military 
Car  Shops  at  Al- 
exandria, Virgin- 
ia. The  luxurious 
interior  of  the  car 
marked  a  distinct 
advance  in   railway   coach  comfort. 

Evidently,  Lincoln  preferred  not  to 
travel  in  an  armored  car  of  luxurious 
appointments.  Certain  newspapers  of 
New  York  took  up  the  matter  of  the 
"Presidential   Car"   and  were   ready   to 


chide  Lincoln  for  such  pretentiousness. 
Once  the  coach  was  completed,  he  stead- 
fastly refused  to  accept  the  car  or  to 
ride  in  it  during  his  lifetime. 

With  the  assassination  and  death  of 
Lincoln,  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
military  car  shops  were  ordered  to  strip 
out  a  portion  of  the  interior  of  the 
President's  car  to  provide  a  suitable 
funeral  coach.  With  the  exterior  suitably 
draped  with  broadcloth  and  silver  fringe, 
the  car  was  made  ready  on  April  21, 
to  carry  the  remains  of  the  President  to 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

The  train  of  which  the  funeral  car 
was  a  part  traveled  by  way  of  Baltimore, 
Harrisburg,  Phil- 
adelphia, Jersey 
City,  New  York 
Albany,  Buffalo 
Cleveland,  Co 
lumbus,  Indian 
apolis  and  Chica 
go,  arriving  on 
May  3  at  the  Illi- 
nois Capital. 

The  coach, 
from  time  to 
time,  was  placed 
on  exhibit.  Later, 
it  was  used  as  a 
railroad  work  car  and  in  its  dilapidated 
condition  was  burned  beyond  any  hope 
of  reclamation  in  the  railway  yards  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  on  March  18, 
1911,  when  it  was  enveloped  in  flames 
resulting  from  a  grass  fire. 
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Tfie  ?KQj>ldzYit  kbKakam  Lincoln  RcuIjMay  Coach,  dulQnad  upaclaJUiy  ioK  lAjicoln 
and  comploZnd  only  a  6kont  tunn  be^oA-e  hJj>  TS65  cu>^(U6ZnaZlon,  Mca  ivUit  u^td'aM 
a  liinoAal  coach  to  ca/iAy  thu  ?H.2^AjiQ,nt'6  body  ^fiom  Wcuklngton,  VC,  to  SpnlnQiloZd, 
llJUnoAJ>.     ?uAcha^2.d  by  thd  Linton  Vact^tc  RaWioad  tn  1S66,  the  can.  Ma^  lUdd  tn 
vafitoui  capactttoA  and  cxhtbtttd  tn  Hcb^a^ka  and  a/iound  the,  counViy  bz^on.2.  tt  wa^ 
acctdzntalZy  doj^tAoye^d  by  (^tn-o.  tn  ^tnneapotU  tn  191 U     The  Ntb^a^ka  State  Htstofi- 
tcal  Soctety  0Mn6  a  m^ndow  6a^h  taken  i^om  the  cox  duJitng  one  oi  tt^  ieven.al  n.e- 
{^tttA,ng-i>,  and  the  U?  Hmeum  tn  Omaha  houi>  othen.  e^^ect^. 


HISTORICAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  January  12th  1888  Blizzard  Club  was  held 
January  7  in  Lincoln.  Special  guest  was  Lincoln  businessman  Max  Meyer,  96,  one  of 
the  few  remaining  survivors  of  the  legendary  1888  storm.  Many  others  who  attended 
were  descendants  of  survivors.  Officers  elected  at  the  gathering:  William  Wood, 
Lincoln,  president;  Ellsworth  Shromsher,  Fremont,  vice  president;  Ann  Quinlan,  Lin-^ 
coin,  secretary;  Irene  Woodburn,  Lincoln,  treasurer;  Doris  Jenkins,  Lincoln,  historian. 

The  Nemaha  Valley  Museum  at  Auburn  would  like  to  acquire  several  especially  de- 
signed display  cases  to  exhibit  items  from  its  collection.  Each  case  features  a  dis- 
play area  for  related  supplies,  glass  front,  hidden  display  lights,  and  full-length 
door  for  convenient  access.  Memorials  or  donations  would  be  welcomed.  .  .  .  Each 
Tuesday  night  has  been  designated  volunteer  work  night  at  the  museum.  Although  great 
improvements  were  made  on  the  museum  building  in  1977,  many  details  still  need  atten- 
tion. 


1 REHIEHIBER  "" 

Re-enacting  Lincoln V 
Funeral  Journey^  i   •  i 

By  ALLEN  K.  UKOtGHAM,  JK. 


NEARLY  25  years  ago  I  participated 
in  a  network  television  program; 
the  segment,  that  is,  that  was 
broadcast  live  from  Baltimore.  I  played 
the  part  of  a  bugle  boy,  though  I  couldn't 
play  a  bugle  then  and  still  can'L 

It  was  on  Sunday.  Febniaiy  12,  1956, 
Lincoln's  birthday.  NBC's  "Wide,  Wide 
World"  series  was  presenting  a  tribute  to 
Lincoln  and  the  Baltimore  segment  was 
the  re-creation  of  the  arrival  of  the  mur- 
dered president's  funeral  train  in  Caooden 
SUtion  in  1865  as  the  first  stop  of  the  jour- 
ney from  Washington  to  Springfield,  DL 

Officials  of  NBC  bad  asked  for  a  de- 
Uchment  from  the  175th  Infantry  Regi- 
ment of  the  Maryland  National  Guard  to 
pose  in  Union  uniforms  as  an  honor  guard 
meeting  the  train  as  it  arrived  in  the  sU- 
tioo. 

But  they  didn't  reckon  with  history.  I 
still  have  clippings  from  The  Sun  pertain- 
ing to  the  denial  of  NBCs  request  Col 
Roger  Wbiteford,  commanding  officer  of 
the  "Dandy. Fifth,"  was  quoted  as  saying:. 
"I  told  them  it  would  be  out  of  keeping 
with  our  history  and  tradition." 

Colonel  Whiteford  explained  that  the 
175th  Regiment's  dress  unifortns  were 
Confederate  gray  NBC  officials  offered  to 
find  some  Yankee  blue  uniforms  in  New 
York,  whereupon  the  colonel  replied  that 
though  Maryland  was  regarded  as  neutral 
during  the  Civil  War,  a  good  many  of  the 
regiment's  men  went  to  Virginia  and 
fought  as  1st  and  2d  Maryland  Regiments 
for  the  Confederacy. 

It  was  out  of  the  question  for  any  of  his 
men  to  wear  Yankee  uniforms.  Colonel 
Whiteford  told  NBC  with  fmality. 

What  then  happened  was  that  sailors 


.lJJ;i;-i^>'ii;>^-»V>" 


Mr.  Broi^bMm 


were  put  into  Union  unifanns  to  act  as  the 
booorguard. 

My  father,  a  lieutenant  commander, 
was  executive  officer  of  the  Naval  Re- 
serve Training  Center  at  Fort  McUenry 
and  he  volunteered  25  of  his  sailors. 
"After  all,  we  weren't  all  Johnny  Refas 
down  here  during  the  War  Between  the 
SUtes,"  be  was  quoted  in  one  of  the  news- 
paper stories  at  the  time.  "We  will  be 
more  than  proud  to  have  our  boys  wearing 
the  Union  blue  tomorrow  afternoon." 

He  also  volunteered  me  to  be  the  bugle 
boy.  I  was  15.  a  student  at  Hereford  High 
School  in  northern  Baltimore  coanty. 

On  Saturday,  February  11,  w«  re- 
hearsed most  of  tbe  afternoon.  Directors 
and  cameramen  from  WBAL-TV,  then  and 
now  the  NBC  affiliate  here,  were  there  on 


Continued  on  Poffe  33 


WBAL'h  camera  awaiu  ihr  "LiiH-oln  funeral  train" at  Camden  Sutioa. 


Rain  or  shine 
London  Fog®  gives 
the  protection  you 
need,  the  classic 
style  you  want! 


Forecast:  cold,  wet  winter  aheadi  Stay  dry, 
stay  healthy  and  look  your  best  in  a  London 
Fog*any-weather  coat  Shown  from  our  huge 
collection:  the  Andes.  Single  breasted,  fly 
front  with  split  raglan  sleeves.  Warm  zip-out 
pile  liner.  No-wrinkle  Fortrel* polyester  and 
cotton  shell  machine  washes.  Natural  for  reg- 
ulars, shorts,  longs,  ex.  long.  Sizes  36-46  reg., 
36-44  short,  38-46  long,  40-46  ex.  long.  97.50 
Size   48   &  50,   Reg.,   long,   ex-long.   $m 


(Hambm^ 

Oorln  Canur    Vork  Road    Wkivicw    Rmurttown  Plva    tstpouil  Htmnont 

GoMhi  Rmg    Tmonium     Annipoln  U*ll    SalstiurY  Mjll    Lanunx    Park  City 

In  Data— t   300  Oatn«arc  Avcru*  Concord  Mali  Chnuiana  Mall 


Honor  guard  noUifTh  wirrr  actually  uailon  from  ISaval  Rtxerre  at  Fort  MrHt-nry . 

Lincoln 's  Funeral  Journey 


Continued  from  ^J 

Uie  Camden  Station  platform  telling  us  all 
what  to  do 

Besides  the  honor  guard,  those  meeting 
the  B.  &  0.  Railroad  funeral  train  were 
local  'dignitaries."  They  weren't  repre- 
sientmg  any  particular  Baltimoreans.  such 
as  the  mayor  and  other  prominent  per- 
sons, but  were  men  and  women  in  cos- 
tumes of  the  times.  The  digmunes  were 
played  by  B.  &  O.  employee  volunteers 

Over  and  over,  the  train— a  locomo- 
tive, boxcar  and  two  coaches— backed  out 
of  the  station  and  then  pulled  in  to  a  stop 
on  Track  2,  and  then  we  all  went  through 
our  paces.  My  part  was  to  carry  a  bugle 
and  walk  behind  the  casket  that  soldiers 
were  carrymg  from  the  baggage  car. 

The  engine,  the  William  Mason,  black 
smoke  belching  from  its  wide,  funnel- 
shaped  stack,  was  from  the  B.  &  0.'s~ 
Mount  Clare  Railroad  Museum.  U  was 
buili  in  1856  and  was  a  twin  of  the  one 
that  pulled  Lincoln  s  last  train 

Though  the  train  and  costumes  were 
authentic  for  the  year  1865,  the  Amencan 
flags  on  the  engine  were  not.  The  flags 
contained  48  stars,  which  was  proper  for 
1956.  However,  the  flags  were  kept  par- 
tially furled  so  that  only  a  few  stars 


.  The  flag  in  April,  1865.  carried  35 
stars.  A  S6th  star,  for  Nevada,  was  added 
in  July.  " 

On  Sunday,  we  rehearsed  again  from 
about  10  a.m.  until  noon,  then  had  to  re- 
port back  at  4  pjn.  We  were  served  coffee 
and  box  lunches  from  a  buffet  car  on  an^ 
adjacent  track. 

All  of  the  segments  in  "Wide.  Wide 
World"  were  live,  with  Dave  Garroway  in 
New  York  the  anchorman.  My  father  was 
not  one  of  the  soldiers,  but  be  stood  next  u> 
one  of  the  cameramen  who  was  on  a  dais  ~ 
on  the  sution  platform 

Our  segment  was  broadcast  sometime 
close  to  5  o'clock.  The  train  puffed  into  the 
station  for  the  last  time,  its  big  bell  toll- 
ing. As  muffled  drums  beat,  soldiers  car- 
ried the  casket  from  the  baggage  car  and 
the  dignitaries  fell  in  behind,  some  of 
them  having  been  directed  to  pretend  to 
be  crying. 

It  took  less  than  3  minutes  and  my  fa- 
ther and  I  have  sever  seen  it  1  wish 
WBAL  had  borrowed  a  copy  of  the  film  to 
show  the  participants.      '  _ 

When  I  was  30.  1  went  to  work  for  the 
B.  &  O.  and  am  now  tower  operator  at 
Halethorpe  D 


Save  7,50  on 
classic  pure 
wool  Shetland 
crew  sweaters 


1999 


Orig.  27.50 


Your  personal  statement  on  tradition  is  ech- 
oed in  the  character  of  our  crew-neck  sweaters 
fully  fashioned  in  pure  Shetland  wool.  Fit- 
tingly, for  the  fall  season  the  colors  are  maize, 
Kelly  green,  red,  camel,  sky  blue,  navy,  grey 
and  oatmeal.  Small,  medium,  large,  ex.  large. 


Ptease  send  me  the  tollowing  Shetland  crew  necks; 


O  Visa    O  MC    a  Am  Exp 
Mail  10  Hamburgers.  10  N 
Pttone  (30I(  727-5800 


•  Cneck  enclosed 
?120i 


Hamburgers 

Clurtet  Ontef    Vork  R(Md   WeJtview    Reisieftlown  PU7a   Ejsipoini  Hnunoah 

Golden  Ring    Timon.uni    Annapolis  Mall    SalisUitv  Mali    Lancasiet    ^a<^.  Cm 

In  Delaware:  300  Oelawa-c  Avenue  Concord  Mall  Cmisiiand  M  i:i 


Mr.    Mark    NeeLy,Jr. 

LouLs    A.    VJQpren 

LLncoLn    LLbPQPLj 

o  n  d    Museum 

Fort    Wayne , I ndlona 

46801 

Deor    Mark, 

HereujLth  Ls  somethLng  bheb  I 
for  you  for  several  months . So , bod 
Lt  hod  to  go.  To  me  Lt  Ls  so  very 
so  much  hope  you  LLke  Lt.  lb  Ls  j 
oboub  bhe  LLncoLn  RoLLroad  Funero 
you    knouj    oLL    oboub    bhLs    posbecard 

Over  bhe  bhLrbeen  yeors  L've 
oub  seorchLng  for  bhLs  LLncoLn  Co 
been  obLe  bo  occumuLobe  Ls  sLx  of 
feu  of  bhe  bober  reprLnbs  boo.  I' 
$10.00/$12.50/$15.00/$17/50  for  b 
Losb  monbh  ob  o  FLeo  Morkeb  Ln  Ad 
Counbry.  I'LL  be  runnLng  on  od  on 
Lng    for   more. 

I  '  ve    onLy    one    luLbh    o    sbomip    o 
ToLedo    Ln    1908.     I'd    LLke    severoL 
#300,000    prLnbed    and    bhey    ore    so 
bhree    obhers    ujLbh    o    sbomp    on    bhem 
ony houj    many? 

Once  QgoLn....you  probobLy  f 
FeLLoiu  hod  gLven  up  bhe  LLncoLn  C 
never  gLve  up.  As  o  mobber  of  foe 
on  Q  bLg  push  bhLs  WLnber.  I ' ve  o 
exce  LLenb    Leads . 

Do    you    geb    ond    read    bhe    CIVI 
my    Lbem    Ln    bhe    MoLL    CqLL    Ln    JuLy 
caLL   me    ond    iiirLbe    oboub    bhe    LLnco 
good    and    heLped.o    bLb. 

A  Lady  from  Denver  senb  me  a 
luhen  bhe  enberLor  of  bhe  LLncoLn 
they  ensboLLed  passenger  seobs  bo 
Gobden  on  bhe  CoLorodo  CenbroL.Th 
bhe  hord  mood  home  and  made  bujo  L 
bLuo  chesb  Ln  bhe  pLcbure.  |  'm  goL 
phobo    oLL    bhLs    one    Lsn'b    boo    bod. 


Monday 
Augusb  13,1 


' ve  been  occumuLabLng 
ay  I  mode  up  my  mLnd 

LnberesbLng  and  I  do 
usb  anoffbeob  bhLng 
L  Cor.  I  assume  bhob 
7 

been  beabLng  my  mLnd 
r  moberLoL  oLL  I ' ve 

bhese  cord .  I ' ve  a 
ve  poLd  $2.00/$7.50/ 
hem.  One  I  jusb  obboLn- 

amsbon,Penn AmLsh 

e  of  bhese  days  Look- 

n  Lb  (Phobo) moLLed  from 
more.  Con  you  LmogLne 
scorce?  I  onLy  knouj  of 
.  Does  your  museum  hove 


Lgured  bhob  bhab  CorneLL 
or  Chose.  No  ujoy...l'LL 
b  I'm  bhLnkLng  of  pubbLn' 
very  exceLLenb  babch  of 


L  WAR  TIMES.  DLd  you  see 
Issue?  I've  hod  sLx  peopLe 
Ln  Cor.  Tluo  luere  very  very 


cLLppLng  beLLLng  aboub 
ujQS  born  oub  Ln  1870  mhen 

use  Lb  bebuueen  Denver  ond 
e  corpenber  book  some  of 
nboLd  chests.  There  are 
ng  bo  bry  ond  geb  a  bebber 


The  only  other  piece  of  bhe  LLcoLn  Cor  proper  Ls  q 
smoLL  silver  of  the  luooden  ujlndoai  from  o  physlcol  ed 
teacher  has  ot  the  University  of  Mlnneosoto.  He  mode  It 
Into  Q  tie  clasp.  I  hove  o  letter  from  him  and  a  sketch. 

Also,  I  located  a  bross  bell  In  the  I/lod  River  Roll- 
rood  Museum  near  Toledo  mho  hove  the  bell  from  the  fJosh- 
vllle  hauling  engine Cleveland  to  Columbus. 

When  I  get  It  organized  I  mill  send  you  on  article 
of  all  the  mhys  and  mhos  obout  the  Lincoln  Cor  construct- 
ion. V/hy  mas  It  built  ond  mho  financed  It?  It  Is  not  a 
bit  like  mhot  you  might  think.  Historians  liove  never  come 
up  mlth  anything  thot  mode  any  sense.  You  con  judge  for 
yourself. 

For  amhlle  lately  I  mos  sort  of  thinking  my  mlfe  mas 
about  to  box  up  all  thse  Lincoln  Car  stuff  and  ship  It  to 
you.  I  mos  In  bod  bad  shope.  I  could  hardly  navigate.  I 

mos  a  mess stiff  all  over ache  from  head  to  toe. 

My  polns  had  me  believing  the  man  upstairs  monted  me. 

I  ment  to  the  ol'  som  bones  In  the  village.  He  sent  me 
to  the  hospital  lob  and  they  took  a  mess  of  blood  ond 
urine  out  of  me.  V/altlng  for  the  report  hod  me  fretting.  | 
hod  a  friend  mho  hod  the  some  symtoms.  They  found  him  dead 
at  57  setting  on  the  John  one  day. 

But, my  report no  sugar  .... c tear  urine. ..ond  my 

cloistral  mas  normol....my  blood  pressure  o  bit  high 

blood  conce  check  clear.  So  mhat  mas  mrong?  Horn  I  love  my 
roost  beef  ... hom ...  chops  ...  ho t  dogs  ...  hamburgers  ...  milk 
aggs  etc.  No  more... veal  only.... skim  milk... one  slice  of 

groin  bread  a  doy.... fruit  and  vegetables  galore and 

cereals  like  shredded  mheot  and  oatmeal... no  sugar.   I.lanl 
A  diet  like  that  mill  starve  a  man  to  death.  But, I'm  still 
here.  Lost  about  eight  pounds. 

The  big  problem  those  pills.  They  kill  me.  I  cut  them 

In  half skipped  days  and  tl^ey  still  moke  me  sleepy  and 

dizzy my  head  smlms.  I  drink  o  sip  of  milk  mhen  I  take 


them  and  that  helps  a  bit.  Take  them  before 
I  moke  up  lulth  my  head  smlmmlng. 

I7ell,that  Is  enough  for 
postecord  research  effort,! 

*"    Lincoln  Cor  Chaser  ■■'^'■ 


I  go  to  bed  and 


this  time , I  hope 
am 


like    my 
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Myron  HamLey  Lomson  luos  born  In  Terry  HoLLolu,  near  Cedor- 
vLLLe  Ln  Onondogo  County, Neuj  York  on  the  25th  of  February 
Ln  1823.  He  mos  the  son  of  SterLLng  ond  OLLve  (Crocker) 
Lomson . 

Myron, greuLi  up  ond  settLed  Ln  the  VLLLoge  of  ELbrLdge  near 
by  ond  morrLed  Louro  the  doughter  of  the  proprietor  of  the 
LocoL  hotel.  By  trade  he  luos  a  master  luogon  end  corrloge 
moker ond  a  skilled  blocksmlth. 

Little  did  he  knouu  that  the  fickle  finger  of  fate  hod  him 
tagged  to  fill  a  niche  In  the  future  History  of  the  United 
Stotes.  Small  for  sure  but  aiell  ujorth  Its  significant  rem- 
memberonce. 
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In  early  November  of  1863  o  group  of  master  railroad  cor 
builders  luere  beset  uulth  the  tosk  of  constructing  an  ornate 

luxurulos  for  Its  day  salon  railroad  cor In  the  car  shop 

Inside  the  military  stockade  of  the  United  States  Military 
Railroad  Command  of  the  Oronge , Alexondrla  &  Manosso  Gap 
Rollrood  In  Alexandria , Virginia .  It  mos  destined  for  the 
private  use  of  the  16th  President  of  the  United  Stotes.... 
Abrohom  Lincoln. 

In  Mld-Februory  of  1865, the  elegant  rollrood  cor  mos  comp- 
pleted.  Lincoln  mode  several  appointments  to  Inspect  It  but 
never  kept  a  one.  He  never  ever  laid  live  eyes  upon  It.  He 
never  rode  In  It  except  In  death.  Abe  Lincoln  never  cored  , . 

for  elegance the  cor  It  seemed  luos  to  rich  for  his 

blood.  Besides  he  olread  hod  a  railroad  cor  supplied  by  the 
Military  Railroad  Command. 
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On  April  14th  1865  mhdn  John  Vyilkes  Booth  fired  the  fatal 
shot  thot  snuffed  out  the  life  of  Abrohom  Lincoln  In  Ford's 
Theotre  the  Lincoln  Car  stood  Idly  by  on  o  siding  of  the 
Orange jAlexandrle  &  Manosso  Gap  Rollrood  across  the  Potomcc 
Rive*"  In  Alexandria  ;  Virginia  . 


I  t  ujQS  Q  LbhLbe  elephant.  Nonbody  ujonbed  Lb.  lb  luos  jusb  so 
much  CLvlL  War  junk.  In  aLL  probabLLlby  Lb 
sold  ab  oucbLonbo  bhe  hLghesb  bLdder, 
had  onobher  use  for  Lb.  lb  boo  aiouLd 
onnaLs  of  hLsbory. 


ujouLd  of  been 
Bub  bhe  mLsb  of  fabe 
boke  Lbs  place  Ln  bhe 
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And  fabe  dud  unbercede.  No  sooner  hod  Sec.  of  War  Stanton 
ubbered  bhose  Lmmorbol  words  "Nolu  He  Belongs  bo  bhe  Ages" 
bhon  a  mosber  plan  sprung  Lnbo  exLsbonce  for  a  massLv- 
sbabe  funeral.  The  Lincoln  Car  uos  bo  be  bhe  cenberpLece  of 
bhe  mosb  eleganb  railroad  funeral  corbege  bhab  ujould  ever 
bake  place  Ln  bhe  Unlbed  Sbabes. 

Muffled  drums  hammered  bhe  dirge  of  deobh.  And  bhe  mulblbudes 
dLd  ujeep.  Cannon  mould  roar  like  bhunder.  Floiuers 
Lts  pobh.  lb  Luould  be  vleuued  Ln  Lbs  glorg  a 
marbyred  remains  of  Abe  Lincoln  1662  miles 
Journey"  bock  bo  bhe  prolres  of  Illinois. 
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Lb 
Ln  o 


LuouLd  sbreiii 
bore  bhe 
"bono  Sod 


At  bhobbume  Myron  Lamson,ab  age  43  qjos  o  sergenb,an  enlLsbed 
roLlroad  mechonuc  Ln  bhe  service  of  bhe  Bolblmore  &  Ohio  Pall- 
rood  Ln  WashLngbon,D.C.  He  luos  senb  across  bhe  Potomoc  to' 
ALexondrLo  to  alter  the  Lincoln  Cor  Into  a  railroad  funeral 
hearse.  All  unneeded  furniture  ojos  placed  In  storage.  And  o 
cotQfolgue  luos  buLLb  Ln  bhe  Sbabe  Room  for  bhe  coffin  bo  resb 
upon.  The  solud  brass  rolling  luqs  removed  bo  focLlLbobe  bhe 
movLng  of  bhe  coskeb  In  and  oub  of  bhe  carob  bhe  ben  cLbl-s 
enroube  ujhere  Lb  mould  be  placed  Ln  mournlnq.  In  bhe  salon 
room  a  place  tuos  mode  bo  carry  coskeb  of  Willie 
remains  hod  been  exhumed.  He 
luLth  his  dad. 


Lincoln  uhose 
ojould  go  home  to  Springfield 


cor  LUOS  decorated 


The  ^y,     u.u^  ufcicuraceo  un  mournung bedecked  un  black  sobln 

drappLng,sLlver  fringe  and  bossies.  For  bhe 

It  would  be  the  April  21st  to  May  3rd. 

of  sorroiu never  to  be  forgobben.  Lamson 

LLncoln  Car.  Thob  was  done  by 


nexb  fourbeen  doys 
...bhe  focal  poLnb 
did  hob  drape  bhe 
a  man  named  Alexonder. 

Lamson, his  work  compLebed  called  Ln  a  professLonol  phobogrooh- 
er, supposedly  Mobbhew  Brady  and  hod  o  pLcbure  boken.  He  Is  on 
the  rear  plobform  Ln  CLvLl  War  Sergenb  Uniform. 
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Lamson  as  o  member  of  bhe  Sergenb  Guard  de  les  I nvo  lid  accomp- 
ed  bhe  Luncoln  Caroll  bhe  way  bo  Springfield.  He  sbood  vLqLL 
over  bhe  car  and  LLncolns  remains.  In  oil  probablLlbw  he  book 
porb  Ln  bhe  funeral  corbege  Ln  Springfield. 


At  the  concLusLonof  the  CLvLL  War, mustered  out  he  returned 
home  to  cLbrudge  un  Onondaga  County, Neuu  York.  In  1867-69  he 
mas  elected  president  of  the  vLLLoge . . . . he  served  three  terms 


Lomson  had  a  dough 
Greely  "Go  V/est  Yo 
Ohio.  They  became 

business Lomso 

his  Lulfe  and  dough 


ter  and  three  sons, 
ung  Men, Go  West!"  Th 
engoged  In  o  success 
n  Brothers  of  Toledo 
ter  joined  them. 

the  Grand  Army  of  th 
red  for  their  42nd  E 
of  patrotlsm  and  co 
out  the  old  picture 
They  hod  300,000  pic 
placed  In  the  Toledo 
eterans  and  their  fr 


The  sons  heeded  Horace 
ey  settled  In  Toledo, 
ful  department  store 
.  In  1888, Lomson  lulth 

e  Republic, the  Civil 
ncampment  In  Toledo, 
mplete  envolvement  the 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  Roll- 
ture  souvenir  postecords 

Blade  Nemspoper  offer- 
lends.  ....  the  public 


In  August  of  1908, 
War  Veterans, gathe 
Ohio.  As  a  gesture 
Lamson  Family  dug 
road  Funerol  Cor. 
printed.  Ads  mere 
them  free  to  the  v 
In  general. 
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^The  picture  of  the  Lincoln  Car  Is  on  the  front  of  the  cor   An 
oval  ornate  frame  Is  above  the  cor  mlth  the  uords  "The  Lincoln 

runeral  Cor Souvenir  42nd  Encampment  G.A.R.  At  the  left  Is 

Q  bust  of  Lincoln.  Half  of  the  rear  of  the  postecord  Is  printed 
a  descruptuon  of  the  car. 

The  cords  Is  not  only  a  historical  Lincoln  ltem',but  postecord 
collectLoble  and  o  phllotellc  gem  mlth  a  stomp  on  It  moiled 
from  Toledo  In  August  of  1908. 
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Nouj,300,000  postecords  Is  on  omf 
seventy  three  years  ago  at  the  t 
Today  they  ore  fern  and  for  betiue 
ton,Pennsy    In   Amlsh    Land       I    luos 


One  Lu  I 
c  o  n  d  1 1 
1908  c 
hoiii    ba 

Over  o 
stomp 
hove  b 
to  sel 
still 


th  a  stomp  on  It  usually  b 
Ion.  One  ujlth  o  stomp  offl 
oncellatlon  could  bring  $1 
d  the  buyer  monted  It. 

period  of  thirteen  years 
affixed.  Constantly  on  the 
een  able  to  come  by  Is  six 
I  them  but  "No  V/oy"  mill  I 
searching  for  them, reedy  o 
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ul  lot  of  postecords.  That  mas 

Ime  this  mas  mrlbten 1981. 

en.  Recently  mhlle  at  Adoms- 
oble  to  purchase  one  for  $17.50 

rings  about  $20.00  In  superb 
xed  and  moiled  from  Toledo  mlth 
00.  That  mould  depend  just  on 

l,ve  only  seen  three  mlth  a 
ollert  for  these  cardsoll  I 

.  I  hove  had  several  chances 
port  mlth  them.  Actually  i  |m 

nd  milling  to  buy. 
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Thot  for  mhot  It  Is  morth  Is  the  tale  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 

■ond  aSded  tSo"^"^  ^^'^^  '^'^^^^  °^  "^^^^^  '^^  ^'^^^^^  t°  ^^  corrected 
* -3e  my  guest.  ■^"'  -  '  '~  •'  ""'     . 


Whot  happened  to  the  Abraham  LLncoLn  RoLLroad  Car?   That 
Ls  a  Long  story.  Sad, but  Lt  ujos  destroyed  In  a  roglno 
praLre  grass  fire  at  CoLumbLo  Heights  Ln  MLnneapoLLs^.lLnn- 
esoto  on  March  1 5th , Wednesday , 1 908 . 

The  research  for  thLs  story  mas  done  by  Frank  17.  CorneLL 
of  4955  Creek  Rood ,  Lemlston ,  Neuj  York  14092  (716)  754-7026 
For  the  past  tmetve  years  (1981)  the  tracks  of  the  hlstor^ 
LcaL  old  roLtrood  vehicle  hove  been  haunted.  You  ujould  hove 
to  see  the  vast  accumulation  of  old  pictures  and  related 
materual  to  really  appreciate  It.  There  still  o  do-en  reol 
evosLve  puzzling  Items  about  the  Lincoln  Cor  to  be  found 

Not  satLsfued I  just  keep  bungling  on  In  hope  that 

someujhere  I'll  find  It.  You'd  be  surprised  how  It  has 
happened  and  oilll  happen  agoln/^Thot  l^/^he  fun  of  It  all 


J.{ith'. 


FRANK  W.  CORNELL 
4955  Creek  Rood 
Leujlston  ,  Neo)  York 


14092 


*  The  LINCOLN  CAR  CHASER-* 
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a  iLttle  something  extra  ujos  brought  to  my  attention  In  a 
Letter  from  Toledo, Ohio.  The  Lomson  Brothers  of  Toledo 
after  on  94  years  In  business  folded.  The  department  store 
buLldung  stull  un  exustance  and  modernized  still  carries 
on . 
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iV!^g  Lincoln  SouvsniJr  'sioi- 

f*fircl^for  ourG.J}.R.  Friends 
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Tlicy  are  fr<>e.  Yes,  absolutely  ftpp  to  all  tliat  coiha.  Wc  pubL-.hfV  »-itm  to 
give  to  oiir  visitors  and  city  friends  and  vre  <lo  not  iu^k  you  to  h\:y  ai:\'Lbir.  r  i'l 
order  to  get  one.  fiiinply  come  and  take  them  with  our  comi)lim(nt.s.  Vet;' '•■''' j 
are  vrclcome  to  enough  to  Bupply  thrir  ronirados  who  were  uiiahlc  to  c^v-'fj  ^  j 
en^nropment.  Our  Toledo  friends  uiay  send  a«  many  as  they  deaire  to  lanr  o.  .u- 
K.  fricuds.  They  are  an  interesting  Historical  Souvenir,  telling  oi  an  evcultiuu; 
history  has  given  very  little  attention  to,  illustrating  the  Lincoln  iunerul  car  and 
phovring  a  splendid  likeness  of  the  great  emancipator  who  gave  hia  life  along 
with  nearly  400,000  other  patriot;^  that  this  coimtry  might  bo  preserved  a  free 
and  united  nation.  And  again  we  say,  they  are  free  to  all  that  oiii  at  our  Btore, 
a33-335-337-339-34l'a..d  343  Summit  street. 

Haskell  Black  Silks  Make  Beauiiful 
Dresses  and  Give  Absolute  Satisfaction 
in  Service 

Our  assortment  of  Haskell  Blaek  Tafifeta,  Pea\i  do  SJoie,  Louisine,  Peau  ie 
Cygnc,  ifessaline.  Satin  Majestic.  Chifion  Faille.  Satin  Dufhcssc  and  Sf  in 
Rave,  offers  a  selcetion  that  in  richness,  fineness,  beautiful  finish,  perfect  >  yr 
anrl  superior  wearing  quality  is  rarely  equaled.  Haskell  Black  Silks  Mill  sati.ify 
the  mr)ftt  critical  and  economical  buyers.  If  you  want  the  Best  Black  Silks  that 
money  can  bjiy  and  be  sure  to  get  them  at  right  prices,  buy  a  Haskell  here  .;ind 
get  a  WTiiien  g\iarantee  that  the  dress  will  give  satisfactorj'  service.  ,  / 

Ha^skell  Black  Taffeta,  19  to  36  inchej  wide,  at .............. .  .75c  to  $2.00ayird 

HaakellBlack  Peau  de~Soie,~20  toSSlnches  wide,  at SI  .00  to  $2.00  a  y^^d 

Haskell  Balck  Peau  de  Cygne,  20  to  C6  inches  wide,  at .$1.00^$1.50  a  yxrd 

Haskell  BlackLouisine,  20  to  26  inches  wide,  at ...$1.00  to  $1.25  ay  \r<\ 

Haskell  Black  Messaline,  20"to  22  inches  wide,  at^ T$1.00  to  $1.25  a  y  ird 

HaikeiijBlack  Satin  Majestic,  2l"to  Selnchea  wiTe $1.25  to  $2.00  a  y  .rd 

Haskell  Clack  Ratin  Duches-^e,  20  to  22  inches  wide $1.00  to  $2.00  a  y  .rd 

Haskell  Black  ChiiYon  Faille,  20  inches  wide.  at._^^^. ._. ^$1.00  a  y  ird 

Haskell  Black  Satin  Paye,  21  to  22  inches" wide,~at7. ."Tsi.OO  to  S1.25  a~y  \rd 
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New  Fall  Dress  Suits, 
$S  to  $25  each 

II..'   Ti.iT.i«  >;lk     hii.l     .'^Ai^n,     fin.-     Frrnrh 
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Cunning  New  Rag 
Dolls,  25c  to  $L00 
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LfNcaN  Funeral  Car>.^ 

J-OUVENIR^  \ 

42ND  National  Encampment    / 
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ON  the  14th  of  April,  1865,  (exactly  four  yearj 
the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter)  wlien  eve 
looked  hopeful  and  the  war  was  over,  PrTsid- 
I<incolii  was  shot  and  a  day  later  passed  awaj',  a\d  t 
nation  was  plunged  into  mourning.  The  car  illusVat 
on  this  card  had  recentlj'  been  built  for  the  Presider 
his  Cabinet.  It  became  his  funeral  car,  and  on  April  2 
after  most  impressive  obsequies,  this  car  (bearing  the 
President's  remains,)  with  six  other  cars  and  the  locomo- 
tive all  heavily  draped  with  black,  slowly  moved  out  of 
Washington  amid  a  vast  crowd  of  silent  and  sad  specta- 
tors. History  does  not  record  a  more  touching  spectacle 
than  tl)e  passing  of  this  funeral  train  throii^h  tlie  most 
populous  states  of  the  I'nion.  At  everv  point  along  the 
route  vast  throngs  stood  with  uncovered  lieads  while  the 
train  passed  by.  In  city  a!id  country  buildings  were 
draped  in  mourning  and  flags  drooped  at  half  mast.  On 
MaySrd  the  train  reached  Springfield,  111.,  and  on  the 
following  day,  ;is  a  cliorus  .sang  "Peace,  Troubled  Soul," 
the  casket  was  closed  forever.  !\Ivrou  H.  I.am.son.  the 
father  of  llie  l.amsou  Urothers.  a'n  enlisted  mechanic, 
served  as  ass'slant  foreTnan  during  the  construction  of 
this  car  and  the  remodeling  to  receive  the  President's 
remains  The  photograph  has  been  in  the  family  for  4.'? 
vears  and  now  that  a  united  nation  rever<-s  the  memory 
of  Lincoln  and  evervthing  connected  with  hjs  life  aiul 
death,  wi-  thought  it  appropriate  that  we  should  present 
this  ])ictMrr  to  ilu-  l)ia\e  nun  to  whom  our  nation  is  so 
greatlv  indebted. 

Till-    I„\MSON  UROTHKRS  COMPANY 
\\ig>ist  :!Nt.  litDS  ToLiiuo,  Ohio. 

COPVHIGMTEO.      I«OS. 
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Front  and  rear  views  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Poste  Card.  In 
1908  the  42nd  Encampent  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic was  held  in  August  in  Toledo, Ohio.  There  v/ere  300, 
000  of  these  cards  printed  and  given  away  by  Lamson's 
Brothers  Department  Store  as  a  souvenir  of  this  histor- 
ical event.  They  are  quite  difficult  to  come  by  at  this 
time . 

The  soldier  on  the  front  platform  is  Myron  Hawley  Lamson 
who  was  an  enlisted  mechanic  of  the  Baltimore  C^Ohio  Rail- 
road. At  Alexandria, Virginia  he  altered  the  car  into  a 
funeral  car.  f-le  was  a  Sargent  of  the  Guard  de  les  Invalid 
whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  Lincoln  Car  during  the 
1662  mile  long  sad  journey. 

f-le  had  this  picture  taken  supposedly  by  Matthew  Brady.  It 

was  in  the  Lamson  Family  until  used  to  make  these  Lincoln 

Funeral  Railroad-Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Postecards  in 

1908. 

Lamson  Brothers  Department  of  Toledo  ceased  to  exist  as 

of  1980  when  the  business  was  ended. 

February  22,1982 
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We  want  every  v-isitor  and  every  resident  of  Toledo  to  have  ^ 
e.      Just  call  at  the  store  any  day  this  week  and  receive  one  }y 
of  these  interesting  historical^souvenirs  with  our  compliments.  Jjj' 

The  Lamson  Brothers  Company  5 

333-335-537-559-54h545   Summit    Street.  °' 
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On  the  14th  day  of  April,  lS6o  (exactly  f.-ur  year.>  after  the    surrender    of  '11 
Fort  Sumter),  when  everythui-  looked  hapeful  :xa.i  the  war  was  over.  President    - 
Lincoln  was  shot  and  a  day  later  pas^-wny.  and  the  n;ition  was  ulun-ed  into   "^ 
mourning.  The  car  illustrated  on  this  ,;u\5M,id  m-.-utly  l>.-eu  buiitior  the  President   = 
and  his  cabinet,  ^t  hecartie  his  fuuera'.tA  au.l  on  April  2lst,  after  most  imures-  S 
sire  obsequies,  this  ear  (bearini;  the  Pr^^d.nii's  r.:- mains),  with  six  other  cars  and  ^ 
the  locomotive  all  heavily  draped  with  blar.k.  .^lowly  moved  out  of  TVashin^ncn  ~ 
amid  a  vast  crowd  of  silent  and  sad  s])ertaioi-s.    History  does  not  record  a  more  "Ct, 
tonrrhing  spectacle  than  the  passing  of  this  funeml  train  through  the  most  popu-  ^ 
Ions  states  of  the  Union.    At  every  ])uint  alone:  the  route  vast  throngs  stoo<l  ^Ith  '? 
uncovered  heads  while  the  train  pa>?cd  by.    Tn  city  and  count^^•  buildings  were  ^^ 
drapeti  in  mourning  and  flags  drooped  at  half  mast.    On  May  3rd  the  train  reach-  W 
ai  8pringiield,  HI,  and  on  the  following  day,  as  a  ..-horus  sang  ''Peace,  Troubled  '^^ 
SouL'*  the  4iasket  was  closed  forever.    Myron  H.  Lamson,   the   father     of    the  "^^ 
LanL-on  Brothers,  an  enlisted  nu^-hanir.  served  as  assistant  foreman  durin^'  the  ".'' 
i'onstni<*tion  of  this  car  and  the  renio^h-liug  to  receive  the    President 'a    remkin:*   vi^ 
Tu**  }.lioto.graph  has  l>»eu  in  Uie  laii.ily  fur  43  years  and  now  that  a  unitM  na-  ^-y 
'rij>n  n'veres  the  memory  of  Lincohi  and  evcr}ihiug  connerted  with  his    lite    and 
di-ath,  -.ve  thouj;ht  it  approprbte  tliat  wo  shoul.i  present  tliis    pirtun^    to  \he 
bravi*  !nenti>  whi>m^ur  nation  U  so  greatlv  imlebtcd 


The  Lamson  Brothers  Co. 
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Thus  photograph  Is  o  copy  of  the  orlglnoL  cropped  ond 
touched  up  pLcture  that  belonged  to  the  Myron  HouuLey  Lomson 
Luho  ottered  the  Abrohom  LLncoln  RoLLrood  Cor  Into  o  funeroL 
cor.  V/hy  this  lugs  done  Is  a  big  question.  This  luos  not  the 
photo  used  on  the  Lincoln  Gor  Postcorde. 

Picture courtesy  of  the  University  of  Deloujore 

Lincoln  Collection. 
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The  Abraham  LLncoLn  RaLLroad  Funeral  Car  as  It  luos  photographed  at 
Buffalo, Neuj  York  on  April  27,1865  enroute  from  V/oshlng  ton,  D  .C ,  to 
Springfield,  I  lllnols  ujlth  the  remains  of  the  martyred  I6th  President 
of  the  United  States.  Aboard  also  mas  the  small  coffin  of  Willie  Lincoln 
iLiho  had  died  several  years  ago. 

The  Lincoln  Car  uuos  built  at  Alexandria , Virginia  from  early  November  1863 
to  Mid-November  In  the  Car  Shops  of  the  United  States  Military  Railroad 
Command  on  the  Orange , Alexandria  &  Monassa  Gap  Railroad. 

It  ujos  mode  of  hard  ujcods  by  master  railroad  car  builders.  It  luas  42  ft. 
6  Inches  over  all  and  eight  ft.  six  Inches  high  and  Lulde.  The  four 
trucks  mere  to  provide  a  comfortable  ride.  The  design  mas  copied  from  a 
typical  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Passenger  car  of  the  era.  The  car  cosy 
approximately  $10,000.  A  passenger  cor  of  that  period  cost  $3,000. 

The  other  car  In  the  picture  Is  the  Veep-Car  of  the  Philadelphia, Wilming- 
ton and  Baltimore  Railroad.  It  mas  loned  for  the  funeral  by  that  railroad. 
It  mas  called  the  "Bross  Car"  becouse  It  carried  the  brass .. .military 
generals  etc. 

The  Civil  War  Sergent  on  the  rear  platform  Is  Myron  Hamley  Lamson.  He  mas 
In  charge  of  altering  the  Lincoln  Railroad  Car  Into  a  Funeral  Cor  for  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  He  mas  a  member  of  the  Sergent  Guard  de  les 
Invalid  that  guard  the  funeral  cor  during  the  long  Sad  Journey. 

The  other  man  Is  Plnkerton  the  famous  dectlve. 

The  Lincoln  Car  mos  sold  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  In  April  of  1866. 
The  elements  and  railroad  usage  on  the  Colorado  Central  utterly  destroyed 
It.  In  1904  a  Franklin  B.  Snom  bought  It  for  $6,840  from  the  Union  Pacific 
and  exhibited  It  at  the  St.  Louis  Expo. 

In  1905  the  Hon.  Thomas  Lomry  paid  off  mechanics  liens  on  the  car  and  took 
It  to   Minneapolis.  He  mas  a  street  cor  and  real  estate  tycoon.  He  used 
the  cor  to  attract  people  to  Colombia  Helghs....a  land  developement  of  his. 
He  tried  to  give  the  car  to  several  historical  organizations  mlth  no  takers 

On  March  15,1911  the  Lincoln  Cor  mas  completely  destroyed  In  o  raging 
pralre  gross  fire.  All  that  remained  mas  a  small  piece  of  a  mlndom  frame. 
That  piece  mas  made  Into  a  tie  clasp  by  a  gentleman  mho  uuos  a  physical  ed 
Instructor  at  the  University  of  Mlnneasoto. 

This  Is  the  finest  photo  of  the  tmo  cars  that  Is  available.  The  original 
Is  In  the  possession  of  the  Buffalo-Erie  County  Historical  Society. 


Courtesy  of  the  Buffalo-Erie  County  Historical  Society 
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This  photograph  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Furneral  Car  was  taken  on  April  20, 1865, the  day 
before  it  ivas  taken  across  the  Potomac  to  the  Baltimore  £■.  Ohio  Railroad  Station  to  receive 
the  casket  of  the  assinated  16th  President  of  the  United  States.  It  suposedly  was  taken  by 
Matthew  ^rady.  The  altering  and  trimming  of  the  railroad  car  for  the  funeral  had  just  then 
been  completed.  This  is  the  unaltered  photograph  from  ivhich  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
cropped  photograph  from  v^hich  the  printing  plate  for  the  300,000  printing  of  the  souvenir 
Lamson  Brother's  Department  was  made. 

The  Civil  VJar  Soldier  on  the  rear  platform  is  Myron  Hawley  Lamson  who  v/as  an  enlisted 
mechanic  in  the  service  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  in  Washington.  It  is  not  visable 
on  this  print  but  that  ornate  hand-wrought  brass  railing  behind  which  Lamson  is  standing 
has  been  removed  from  the  other  end  of  the  car  to  facilitate  the  taking  of  the  casket  in 
and  out  of  the  funeral  car  at  the  places  enroute.  He  also  built  a  catafalgue  in  the  car 
upon  which  the  casket  rested.  Some  furniture  was  also  placed  in  storage.  He  had  nothing  to 
do  \"ith  the  trimming  of  the  car.  That  was  done  by  a  man  named  Alexandr^^t.-^-/^  ^ 

This  photograph  was  taken  in  front  of  the  car  shop  that  can  be  seen  at  the  right.  It  was  it 
these  car  shops  inside  the  stockade  of  the  United  States  Military  Command  of  the  Orange, 
Alexandria  c^  Manassa  Gap  Railroad  in  ^  Alexandria, Virginia  that  the  car  was  built  from 
early  November  of  1863  to  Mid-Februar^  4^.  '^-of  1865.  It  v«;as  42  ft  6  inches  long  and  S!<  ft. 
X  8>2  ft  wide  and  high.  It  cost  just   g. 'S  5  about  $10,000 


ibruar^  4^.  '^-of  1i 
ust   fc.  'S  -  abou- 


After  the  funeral  it  was  returned  to  "^  c^  o  Washington  where  is  was  such  a  task  to  keep  it 
from  being  vandalized  it  was  sold  to  "ri  §  !^  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for  $6,480.  It  was 
used  as  a  veep-car  for  Thomas  Durant  a^d^Sinpiney  Dillon  the  officials  of  the  company. 

Lamson  was  a  member  of  the  Sargent  Guai;;;d  ^  l*^®®  -^^^    Invalids  ivhose  duty  it  v/as  to  guard  the 
Lincoln  Car  during  the  long  sad  journe^  9-  i>, 

fJote  the  four  trucks  on  the  car.  This  jjwas  reasoned  to  make  for  a  smoother  ride,  "uut  it 
proved  otherwise  jumping  the  stud  switches  quite  often.  The  trucks  were  made  by  the  Union 
Tyre  &  VJheel  Company  of  Jersey  City  under  the  Patent  of  VJ.w.Snow.  The  trucks  were    cast 
in  Wilmington  of  bursted  Civil  War  Cannon  by  the  Lubbock  Co.  They  also , patented  the  chilled 
cast  iron  wheels. 

The  Lincoln  was  totally  destroyed  in  a  raging  praire  grass  fire  at  Columbis  lleights  up  in 
Minneapolis  on  March  15,1911. 


This  Photo Courtesy  of  Illinois  State  Historical  Museum 

Courtesy  of  Lincoln  National  Life 
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kYRCiN   H.    LAkSOH   DEAD  (TOLEDO    BLADE   June    7,1907) 

Page  Ho. 5 
FATHER   of  i-£I-3ERS  of  FROKINENT 
DRY   CKJODS   FIRM 

LOI.^G  and  ACTIVE   LIFE 
ASSISTED  30VERKi\£NT   DURING 
CIVIL  WAR 

After   a   long  and   ac+ive    life,Kyron  H.    Lamson 
father   of  +he    three   rrembers   of  *he   firm  of 
Lamascn  Brothers   of  Toledo, died  yesterday- 
afternoon  at  5  ;A5   o'clock  at  his    late   horne, 
122  '.Vest  V.'oodruff  Avenue, aged  eighty-four   years. 
His   was    a    life    full    of  activity  and    usefullness 
■♦•hat   brought  its   reward  in  health  and    streng+h 
and   only  advanced  age    brought   on  the    last  illness. 

He   was    born  in  Onondaga, K.Y.    February  25,182^ 
and    spent  his   early   life    on  a   fare.    He   engaged  in 
the    -^rade   of  v/agonmalcer   at   Elbridge,N.Y. ,    and 
during   -^he    second  year   of  •'■he   Civil  War  vas 
engaged   by   ^'cie    government  to   go   to   Alexandria, 
Virginia   ■♦•o   becore    foreican  of  the    building 
department  of  the   car  v:orks   there.   At  the   close   of 
the   vrar  he   returned   +0  Elbridge   and   engaged   in 
the   manufacturing  business   and    later  went    back  to 
_^ /  the   f a r m ♦ ^W hi  1 e   foreman  in  the   works  at  Alexandria 

/  °    i-^r.    Lama  son   superintended   ■'■he    building  of  "'•he 

^J(^^'^~<^y  presidential   car   for   President  Lincoln, but   the   first 

use   to  which  the   car  was   put  was   +0  carry  the 
remains   of  the   martyred    President  from  V''ashj.ngton 

foo.  -Ti-^  ^c.  to   Springfield, Illinois. 

In   18A8  i'lr.    Larr^scn  was   married   +0  Miss   Laura  Rhoades. 

x'ineteen  years   ago  with  their   daughter , Miss  I-'iary 
Lamason,they  moved    *o   Toledo, Ohio, where   the    ■'■hree    sons 
were   engaged   in   the    business   that   has  made    •'■hem   so 
prominent  in  this   city... The   Lamason  Brothers  Company. 
Mrs.    Lamason  died  I-'^ay   1,1892   and   the   daughter  1-ary 
and   three   sons  Julius  G.,C,S^S,    and  J.D.R.   Lamason 
survive   hiu. 

In  his  early   life  I-.r .    Lam-ason  was   a  Whig  in  politics 
and    later   a  Republican   ,and   was   president  of  the    board 
in   the  Village    of  Elbridge. 


^E.  vAJOs^viEO 


J!" 


He  was   a  member   of  +he   Bap+is+.  Church  in  Elbridge 
and    since    coming  +o  Toledo  vas   identified  vith 
the    +he   Ashland   Baptist   Church. 

His  funeral, which  will  be  held  Saturday  afternoon 
at  2  o'clock,  will  take  place  from  Ashland  church 
and   +he    rer^ins   v.-ill    be    placed   in  Vi'oodlavn. 

Age 8A  Years 

\^5s  ^-^^  ^-;;;^ 
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Prince  John  Magruder,  By  Mark  Grimsley 

Yorktown's  general  was  an  actor 

Inside  A  Beleagured  City:  The  Siege  Of 

YorktOWn-Part  II,  By  Charles  F.  Bryan,  Jr. 
Would  it  be  the  war's  last  battle? 

Inside  A  Beleagured  City:  Gallery 

A  camera's  view  of  Yorktown 

.  Inventing  The  Future  Face  Of  Warfare: 

Henry^S  Rifle,  By  Les  Jensen 
A  history  of  the  famous  .44  repeater 

.  The  Battle  Of  McDowell:  Our  Little 

Band  Of  Heroes,  Edited  by  David  Cornelius 
"He  could  curse  the  Rebels  to  take  better  aim" 

.  Following  The  Flag  For  The  Journal:  The 
Career  Of  Carleton  Coffin,  By  John  Taylor 

Covering  four  years  of  war  on  all  fronts 


THE  REGULARS 

4 Authors'  Corps 

6 Behind  The  Lines 

By  John  E.  Stanchak 

7 Mail  Call 

10 Book  Reviews 

12 The  Gates  Report 

By  Arnold  Gates 

48 The  War  In  Words 

By  James  L  Robertson,  Jr. 


OUR  COVER:  From  the  collections 
of  the  Museum  of  the  Confederacy, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  a  McClellan 
model  Confederate  saddle  used  by 
Captain  W.  Stuart  Symington  and  a 
.44  caliber  Henry  Rifle  presented  to 
Jefferson  Davis'  bodyguards  on  his 
1865  flight  from  the  Rebel  capital. 
ON  THE  BACK:  A  Federal  1st  sar- 
geant  with  his  Henry  repeater.  From 
the  collection  of  Herb  Peck,  Jr. 


Page  14 


MAIL  CALL 


WHERE  IS  THE  LINCOLN 
RJNERAL  CAR? 

Dear  Editor, 

In  no  way  would  I  consider  myself 
strictly  an  ardent  Civil  War  Buff. 
But,  do  1  ever  enjoy  the  reading  of 
every  last  word  of  each  edition.  First 
acquaintance  was  when  a  friend  gave 
me  a  stack  a  foot  high  of  old  editions. 
I  have  no  idea  just  how  long  I've  been 
a  subscriber.  Never  do  I  throw  or 
give  them  away  .  .  .  just  stack  them 
up  in  the  ol'  attic  ...  for  reference 
reading. 

My  comprehension  of  the  Civil  War 
was  way  off  base  until  I  read  the  Civil 
War  Times.  And  I  am  still  learning. 
I'm  more  of  a  Lincoln  Buff.  1  re- 
ceive Lincoln  Lore  from  the  Lincoln 
National  Life.  Also,  for  years  I've 
subscribed  to  Lincoln  Herald  maga- 
zine. My  room  is  jammed  with  Lin- 
coin  books.  I'm  crowding  seventy- 
three  and  for  sixty  of  those  years  my 
interest  has  been  old  Abe.  I've  traveled 
in  his  footsteps  and  learned  an  awful 
lot. 

Back  in  1968,  while  watching  the 
Bobby  Kennedy  Funeral  Train  on  TV 
the  thought  struck  me,  out  of  the 
blue,  as  to  what  had  ever  happened 
to  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Railroad 
Funeral  Car?  Being  an  avid  Lincoln 
and  railroad  buff  it  aroused  my  curi- 
osity. Since  that  day  I  have  haunted 
the  tracks  of  the  historical  old  rail- 
road vehicle.  Today,  you  would  have 
to  see  the  vast  accumulation  of  pic- 
tures and  other  related  material  to 
really  appreciate  it. 

My  memory  tells  me  that  once, 
somewhere,  I  saw  an  index  of  Civil 
War  Times  articles.  There  were  a  few 
on  Lincoln  but  never  one  on  the  Lin- 
coln Railroad  Funeral  Car. 

Today,  still  searching  but  I'm  sort 
of  at  the  bottom  of  the  barrel.  Most 
of  the  basics  have  been  covered  and 
now  I'm  after  the  nitty-gritty,  off  beat 
info  ...  the  difficult  stuff. 

For  instance,  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Car  burned  in  a  raging  praire  grass 
fire  at  Columbia  Heights  out  in  Min- 
neapolis on  March  11,  1911.  Pictures 
of  its  burning  appeared  in  the  Sun- 
day, March  19,  1911  Minneapolis 
Star.  I've  a  photocopy  of  the  paper, 
but  it  is  from  microfilm. 

As  yoU  well  khow,  microfilm  does 
not  make  for  good  quality  pictures. 
I've  racked  my  constitution  in  an 
effort  to  find  an  original  copy,  m^ybe 
the  original  photos,  with  little  <;n^- 


sometime,    as   I   never 


cess.    Mayb 
give  up. 

Frankling  B.  Snow  bought  the  car 
from  the  Union  Pacific  in  1904  and 
exhibited  it  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposi- 
tion. I've  a  photo  of  it  there.  In  1905 
Hon.  Thomas  Lowry  paid  off  a  me- 
chanical lien  on  it  and  hauled  it  off  to 
Minneapolis.  He  was  the  street  car 
and  real  estate  tycoon  of  that  era  in 
Minneapolis. 

The  original  four  trucks  of  the  Lin- 
coln Car  were  designed  by  a  W.\N. 
SNOW  of  the  Union  Tyre  &  Wheel 
Company  of  Jersey  City.  They  made 
the  trucks.  The  wheels  were  cast  from 
exploded  Civil  War  cannon  in  Wil- 
mington. 

There  just  has  to  be  some  connec- 
tion between  the  two  men.  I'm  doing 
genealogical  research  on  the  Snow 
family  in  Jersey  City  to  see  what  is 
what. 

That  Union  Tyre  &  Wheel  Co.  was 
the  fore-runner  of  the  Rampo  Iron 
Works,  railroad  equipment  manufac- 
turers. I've  a  copy  of  the  patent  on 
the  wheels.  Soon  as  time  is  available 
I'll  search  for  the  truck  patent. 

Did  you  ever  see  the  nine  letters 
written  by  Secretary  of  War  Stanton, 
Ward  Lamons,  Brevet  Major  General 
Meigs,  a  Mr.  Robinson  and  McClure 
relative  to  the  sale  of  the  Lincoln  Car 
to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  in  April 
of  1866?  Makes  revealing  info.  Jose- 
phine Cobb  dug  them  out  of  the 
Bureau  of  Archives  for  me. 

Originally  it  was  just  curiosity,  but 
then  1  might  write  a  book.  But  my 
best  effort  so  far  is  a  150-slide  presen- 
tation. Just  never  seem  to  get  all  the 
loose  ends  tied  down  when  some  new 
ones  pop  up. 

As  Mr.  Hickey  at  the  Illinois  Mu- 
seum states,  It  is  not  so  much  me  that 
they  consider  but  they  do  not  want 
all  of  this  info  tossed  into  the  garbage 
m  case  I  cash  in  my  chips.  No  worry, 
my  wife  will  pass  it  on  as  per  instruc- 
tions. 

Could  some  of  your  readers  assist 
mo  in  my  eftorts? 

Frank  W.  Cornell 
Lewiston,  New  York 


CARRY  MF  BACK 

Dear  Editor, 

In  the  November  log]  j^^ue  1  read 

with  interest  the  review  of  Kenneth 
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A  Rolling  Mem 

A  splendid  railroad  coach  was  specially  built  to  carry 
the  president^  but  Lincoln  never  saw  it.  It  carried  only 
his  corpse.  Years  later,  it  became  a  giant  keepsake. 


By  DAVID  K.  NELSON 

From  August  to  October  of 
1858,  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  held  poht- 
ical  debates  throughout  Illinois 
as  they  grappled  for  a  seat  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives.  When  the 
debate  came  to  Galesburg  on  October  7, 
15-year-old  Thomas  Lowry  was  among 
the  eager  spectators  who  crowded  to 
hear  the  candidates'  battle  of  words. 
Lowry  admired  Lincoln,  and  although 
history  does  not  record  it,  there  is  a 
good  chance  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
speak  with  him  that  afternoon  in  Gales- 
burg. The  candidate  had  been  his  fa- 
ther's attorney  for  at  least  eight  years, 
as  evidenced  by  a  still-extant  letter 
from  lawyer  Lincoln  to  client  Sam 
Lowry,  dated  August  17,  1850,  con- 
cerning the  title  to  some  land  Lowry 
wished  to  buy. 

Young  Thomas  Lowry's  family  was 
sufficiently  well-to-do  to  ensure  that  he 
was  well  educated.  Three  years  after  the 
debates,  the  intelligent,  ambitious,  and 
energetic  young  man  entered  Lombard 
University  (since  absorbed  by  Knox 
College)  in  Galesburg  to  study  law. 
Lincoln  was  then  just  beginning  his 
first  term  as  U.S.  president.  Before 
Lowry  finished  his  education,  Lincoln 
was  dead. 

Lincoln's  assassination  was  followed 
by  one  of  the  most  elaborate  state  fu- 
nerals in  history.  The  president's  body 
traveled  in  a  special  rail  car  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, for  burial.  Decades  later,  Lowry 
would  purchase  that  rail  car  as  a  keep- 
sake of  his  hero. 

The  railroad  car  that  carried  Lincoln 
in  death  had  been  designed  to  carry  him 
in  life.  It  was  built  at  the  U.S.  Military 
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The  car  carrying  Lincj>I«<body  waits  outside^^  train^statioi 
Harrisburg,  thejuiirit^l  city  of  Pennsylvania.  Here  and  iW^giferal  other 
ciTies,  thepj^giaenfs  casket  was  removed  from  tha^t^Tfor  public 
funeraJ<«ervices.  -"^ 


This  memorial  postcard,  printed  in  1908  by  a  Union  veteran.:'  or„     •     *■ 

after  ,t  was  prepared  for  the  funeral  journey.  T^soW 'erTa„  "  ''^'"'^  °"  ^  P*»°'°  °'  '^-  car  taken 

who  oversaw  the  mechanical  alterations  to  the  car  ^  °"  ^^  '""^^  ^'  '***  '^'  «"^  "  Myron  Lamson? 


Railroad  shops  in  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad  yards  in  Alexan- 
dria, Virginia.  B.R  Lamason,  superin- 
tendent of  car  repair  at  those  shops,  de- 
signed the  car  as  a  mobile  headquarters 
for  Lincoln  and  his  advisors. 

Railroads  of  the  time  had  a  variety  of 
track  widths,  or  "gauges."  To  ensure 
that  the  presidential  coach  could  travel 
anywhere   rails   were   laid,   Lamason 


specified  "compromise"  wheels,  which 
had  an  unusually  wide  surface  to  ac- 
commodate the  variety  of  gauges.  The 
disadvantage  of  this  wheel  design  was 
that  It  usually  allowed  the  car  to  wander 
back  and  forth  across  the  rails  when  the 
train  was  in  motion,  making  for  an  un- 
comfortable ride.  Lamason  tried  to  ease 
this  problem  by  fitting  the  car  with  16 
wheels  —  twice  the  usual  number  — 


and  coal  care,  wore  mourning  clothes  HeMlh.?    *    ■'      '''"»■'>«"»« 
.he  «a..on  shown  on  .he  PreLJ^^ge^Xw'eVrn.re'o'JJi'^:,^"'' 


and  by  paying  careful  attention  to  the 
car's  weight  and  balance. 

Although    attempts    to    provide    a 
smooth  ride  were  probably  not  com- 
pletely successful,  every  other  effort 
was  made  to  ensure  the  chief  execu- 
tive's comfort.  The  coach's  walls  were 
covered  with  tufted  upholster>'.  Leather, 
velvet,  and  the  intricate  tassels  associat- 
ed with  Victorian  gentility  abounded. 
But  this  was  also  a  working  vehicle,  in- 
tended to  be  used  for  business.  W.H.H. 
Price,  the  foreman  who  oversaw  the 
car's  construction,  later  recalled  it  "was 
divided  into  three  companments.  \  iz , 
drawing-room,  parlor  and  state  n-oni. 
the  latter  being  the  center  of  the  car. ... 
Lincoln  apparently  had  no  urgciii  de- 
sire to  take  possession  of  his"  ornaic 
coach.  The  records  of  the  U.  S.  Militar>'  | 
Railroad  yard  in  Alexandria  do  not  re- 
flect any  visit  by  the  president  to  in- 
spect the  car  after  its  completion.  Cer- 
tainly he  never  made  any  journey  in  the 
car  before  his  assassination  on  April  15 
of  that  year, 
i      The  timing  and  nature  of  Lincoln's 
death  conspired  to  make  his  funeral  one 
of  the  grandest  events  of  its  kind  in 
American  history.  His  body  would  be 
sent  to  Springfield  on  a  special  train.  It 
would  follow  in  reverse  the  same  route 
President-elect  Lincoln  had  (raveled  to 
reach  Washington  in  1861. 

U.S.  Military  Railroad  mechanic 
Sergeant  Myron  H.  Lamson  oversaw 
the  transformation  of  the  presidential 
passenger  car  into  a  presidential  funeral 
car.  He  and  his  workers  built  a  cata- 
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falque  inside  the  car  to  tioid  Lincoln's 
coffin.  They  removed  the  ornate  brass 
railing  from  one  end  of  the  car  and  in- 
stalled a  roller  to  help  load  and  unload 
the  casket.  While  Lamson  and  his  crew 
focused  on  functional  alterations  to  the 
car,  another  group  decorated  it  for  the 
occasion.  It  was  decked  with  black  satin 
draping,  silver  fringe,  and  tassels. 

During  the  funeral  ride,  Lincoln's 
body  shared  the  car  with  a  special  hon- 
or guard  and  with  the  coffin  of  little 
Willie  Lincoln,  who  had  died  on  Febru- 
ary 20,  1862.  Willie  had  been  enclosed 
m  the  family  tomb  of  William  Carroll, 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Georgetown.  It  seemed  ap- 
propriate that  the  son  should  go  home 
to  Illinois  with  his  father,  so  his  casket 
was  disinterred  for  the  trip. 

Preceded  by  a  special  pilot  engine  to 
make  sure  the  track  was  clear,  the  train 
left  Washington  at  8:00  a.m.  on  Friday, 
April  21,  carrying  friends  and  a  large 
group  of  dignitaries.  The  president's  el- 
dest son,  Robert,  attended  the  depar- 
ture, but  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  was 
a  passenger.  Some  newspaper  accounts 
of  the  time  placed  him  on  the  train,  but 


late  in  life  he  recalled  traveling  to  meet 
the  procession  in  Springfield  rather 
than  journeying  with  his  father's  body. 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  the  president's 
wife,  was  definitely  not  aboard;  emo- 
tionally distraught,  she  elected  not  to 
make  the  trip. 

With  the  exception  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  the  train  passed  through  every 
major  city  Lincoln  had  visited  on  his  in- 
augural trip  to  Washington  in  1861.  In 
each  city  the  coffin  was  removed  and 
taken  to  some  place  of  honor  for  funer- 
al services.  In  all,  the  train  made  sched- 
uled stops  in  10  cities:  Harrisburg  and 
Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania;  New 
York,  Albany,  and  Buffalo  in  New 
York;  Cleveland  and  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Chicago;  and  fi- 
nally Springfield  on  May  3. 

In  Springfield  the  caskets  were 
transferred  to  a  special  hearse  import- 
ed from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  for  the 
purpose.  The  funeral  cortege  made  its 
way  by  wagon,  horseback,  and  foot  to 
the  interment  ceremony.  The  railroad 
coach  was  then  returned  to  the  military 
shops  at  Alexandria,  where  it  was  an 
object  of  considerable  public  interest. 


The  funeral  car  at  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  rail  yards 
shortly  after  its  completion, 
but  before  modification  for 
the  funeral  (above).  It  would 
see  hard  use;  the  photo  at  left 
shows  it  in  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
where  it  was  displayed  in 
1898.  The  most  visible  change 
was  the  replacement  of  the 
four  original  trucks  of  "com- 
promise" wheels  with  two 
standard-gauge  wheel  trucks. 


It  continued  to  be  officially  designated 
as  the  president's  personal  car,  but 
there  is  no  record  that  it  was  ever  again 
used  as  such. 

After  the  surrender  of  all  Confederate 
forces,  the  U.S.  War  Department  set 
about  dismantling  the  apparatus  of  war. 
All  military  railroad  equipment  was 
eventually  designated  for  disposal.  One 
of  Lincoln's  closest  friends.  Ward  Hill 
Lamon,  purchased  the  funeral  car  in 
1866  for  $6,800.  Lamon  acted  on  be- 
half of  T.C.  Durant,  who  was  then 
building  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 
Secretary  of  War  Edwin  Stanton  was 
overseeing  the  demobilization  of  the 
Union  military,  and  was  concerned  that 
the  funeral  car  might  become  a  side- 
show exhibit,  so  Durant  engaged  Lam- 
on to  make  the  purchase  to  help  allay 
Stanton's  fears.  Durant  did  not  put  the 
car  on  display;  he  used  it  as  his  person- 
al car. 

In  1874  the  Union  Pacific  sold  the 
car  to  the  Colorado  Central  Railroad  for 
$3,000.  Its  new  owners  stripped  the  car 
of  its  luxurious  trappings  and  pressed  it 
into  everyday  service.  Eventually,  how- 
ever, the  Union  Pacific  regained  posses- 
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sion  of  the  car  and  put  it  in 
storage  in  its  shops. 

At  some  time,  one  of 
the  railroad  companies 
that  owned  the  car  re-     ' 
placed  the  original  16- 
compromise- wheel 
carriage  with  a  more 
conventional  8-wheel 
carriage.   The   com- 
promise wheels  where 
rendered  unnecessary 
by  the  development  of 
a  nationwide  standard 
gauge  for  railroad  tracks 
Interestingly,  the  Federal 
legislation  that  defined  and 
encouraged  the  standard  gauge 
had  been  supported  and  signed  into 
law  in  the  1860s  by  Lincoln. 

In  1898,  the  Union  Pacific  rail  line 
displayed  the  funeral  car  at  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Centennial  Exposition  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  more  than  a 
million  people  had  an  opportunity  to 
see  it.  In  1904  it  was  sold  to  Franklyn 
Snow  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  who  displayed 
it  that  same  year  at  the  St.  Louis 
World's  Fair.  Contemporary  newspaper 
accounts  record  that  it  was  part  of  a 
special  "Lincoln  Museum"  display  that 
also  included  a  log  cabin  alleged  to  be 
the  one  in  which  Lincoln  was  bom.  Af- 
ter the  World's  Fair  ended.  Snow,  ap- 
parently in  financial  difficulties,  of- 
fered the  car  for  sale  in  1905.  It  was 
then  that  Thomas  Lowry  heard  it  had 
survived. 

At  the  age  of  24,  Lowry  had  left  his 
family  home  at  Pleasant  View,  Illinois, 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  fast-growing 
frontier  town  of  Minneapolis,  Minneso- 
ta. When  he  set  up  his  law  practice 
there,  the  town  had  10,000  inhabitants; 
its  oldest  building  had  existed  only  16 
years.  Lowry  never  truly  found  success 
as  a  lawyer,  but  he  did  thrive  in  busi- 
ness and  eventually  became  famous  as 
a  prime  mover  in  the  development  of 
what  would  become  a  sprawling  metro- 
politan area. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  made  his 
first  real  investment  in  Minnesota:  the 
purchase  on  promissory  note  of  two 
building  lots.  While  his  fortunes  went 
up  and  down  with  the  changing  nation- 
al economy,  at  various  times  he  owned 
or  contracted  for  deeds  to  so  much 
property  that  tracing  his  deals  is  a 
formidable  task.  If  he  had  been  able  to 
hold  onto  every  property  he  purchased, 
his  descendants  would  now  own  rough- 
ly one  third  of  the  entire  city  of  Min- 
neapolis. 


Piec^^l!t^^  ""  eventually  became  a  museum 
World^^  •  '^'"^'  "  '"^^  displayed  at  the  1904 
Lowry  aeft).  a  Minnesota  land  speculator  and  public- 
U-ansportatioa  mogul  who  had  long  idoUzed 
Uncoto,  later  bought  it  as  a  keepsake  -  and 
perbaps  for  its  pubUcity  value. 


It  is  not  for  real  es- 
tate speculation  that 
nuKlem  residents  of 
tbo  Twin  Ciues  re- 
member Lo\\T>.  how- 
ever. He  is  most  noted 
as  a  founder  of  the  area's 
original  public  transport 
system.  Beginnins  with  a 
permit  for  four  miles  of  trackage 
right-of-way  and  a  feu  horsedrawn 
coaches,  he  established  scheduled  pas- 
senger routes  for  shoppen^  ;uid  business- 
men who  wanted  to  get  from  place  to 
place  in  town  at  a  reasonable  price 

Eventually,  Lowry  \s  modest  venture 
expanded  into  a  complex  electrified 
streetcar  network  that  co\ered  virtually 
all  of  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul.  So  ex- 
tensive was  the  system  that  it  stretched 
from  Its  eastern  terminus  at  Stillwater 
on  the  Wisconsin  border,  to  Lake  Min' 
netonka,  west  of  Minneapolis.  During 
the  course  of  the  mergers  ;uid  stock  of- 
fenngs  that  financed  the  tix)lley's  expan 
sion,  Lowry  ceased  to  be  the  system's 
sole  owner.  But  he  grew  wealthy  in  the 
process,  wealthy  enough  by  1905  to  buy 
a  souvenir  that  nobody  in  the  wodd 
could  duplicate:  the  Lincoln  funeral  car 
Lowry  transferred  the  car  to  Min- 
neapolis, where  he  displayed  it  near 
some  building  lots  he  was  trying  to  sell 
in  the  northern  suburb  of  Columbia 
Heights.  When  the  Grand  Amiy  of  the 
Republic,  the  primary  national  organi- 
zation tor  Union  veterans,  convened  its 
42d   Encampment  in   Minneapolis  in 
1908,  many  of  the  veterans  paid  tribute 
to  one  of  the  last  surviving  relics  direct- 
ly associated  with  Lincoln. 

Sometime  between  1908  and  1911 
the  car  was  apparently  sold  or  donated 
to  the  Columbia  Heights  Land  Compa- 
ny, which  Lowry  had  founded  but  in 
which  he  was  only  a  part-owner.  Lowry 
died  in  1909,  and  his  family  claimed 
the  car  had  been  promised  to  the  Min- 
nesota Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 
for  preservation.  There  was  some  con- 
troversy over  ownership  of  the  car  but 
It  was  finally  .scheduled  to  be  moved  to 
Mendota,  Minnesota,  during  the  sum 
merofl9ll. 

On  March  18,  191 1,  a  boy  burnins 
brush  near  the  comer  of  Minneapolis 's 


35th  Avenue  N.E.  and  Architect 
Avenue  lost  control  of  his  fire. 
The  area,  recently  developed 
and  still  very  rustic,  had  an 
abundance  of  prairie  grass  and 
fields  in  which  residents  grew 
crops.  When  the  fire's  fiames, 
fanned  by  a  stiff  wind,  ignited 
the  dry  prairie  grass,  the  blaze 
quickly  spread  northward.  Sev- 
eral other  boys  and  neighbor- 
hood women  who  realized  what 
was  happening  tried  to  control 
the  fire.  Their  chief  concem  was 
to  protect  houses  and  barns; 
stopping  the  fire  was  already 
hopeless. 

Most  of  the  local  men  were 
away  at  work  when  the  fire 
broke  out,  but  Fire  Chief  Charles 
Amidon,  assisted  by  former  fire- 
man W.D.  Smith,  formed  the  volunteers 
into  bucket  brigades  to  protect  build- 
ings. Battling  with  water-soaked 
brooms  and  blankets,  the  ad  hoc  squads 
managed  to  save  most  of  the  endan- 
gered structures,  though  virtually  all  the 
residents'  crops  were  incinerated. 

One  area  in  which  there  was  no  pos- 
sibility of  controlling  the  fire  was  the 
Columbia  Heights  Land  Company  pro- 
perty at  the  comer  of  37th  and  Quincy. 
Before  the  fire  burned  out,  it  consumed 
roughly  10  city  blocks,  including  the 
land  office  and  the  Lincoln  car.  .Xuge 
Swanson,  son  of  the  postmaster,  orga- 
nized several  boys  in  an  attempt  to 
save  the  coach.  Ian  McKnight,  age  12, 
and  Burdette  Whitman,  age  14^^  suf- 
fered bums  during  the  struggle.  The  car 
was  inside  a  shed,  and  by^the  time  the 
fire-fighters  realized  the  building  was 
doomed,  it  was  too  late  to  rescue  ilic 
relic.  The  shed  was  destroyed  and  the 
car  damaged  beyond  repair. 

As  part  of  the  considerable  news  cov- 
erage of  the  event,  the  March  19.  1911. 
Sunday  Tribune  and  the  Journal  report- 
ed that  the  erstwhile  manager  of  the 
land  company.  Edmund  G.  Walton,  was 
permitting  the  public  to  take  whatever 
souvenirs  of  the  Lincoln  car  lhe>  could 
.scrounge  from  the  debris.  Hundreds  of 
people  visited  the  site,  and  many  car- 
ried away  pieces  of  twisted  metal  and 
chunks  of  charred  wood. 
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Several  authentic  mementos  of  the 
railroad  car's  destruction  survived.  The 
Lincoln  College  in  Lincoln,  Illinois, 
owns  a  piece  of  wood  from  the  wreck. 
An  article  in  the  Minneapolis  Star  in 
March  1964  related  that  Maury  Ostran- 
der,  then  an  associate  professor  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  had  been  a 
small  boy  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  He  was 
still  wearing  a  tie  clasp  he  had  made 
from  a  piece  of  window  molding  recov- 


ered from  the  ruin  of  the  funeral  car.  No 
doubt  dozens  of  other  relics  of  the  car 
are  still  kept  in  Minnesota  homes, 
though  few  of  the  roughly  two  million 
current  Twin  Cities-area  residents  are 
familiar  with  the  history  and  fate  of  the 
Lincoln  car. 

Tom  Lowry's  name,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  still  familiar  there.  A  street  in 
Minneapolis  bears  his  name,  and  a  stat- 
ue of  Lowry  was  dedicated  in  1915.  In- 


Dr.  Wayne  Wesolowski  and  the  Vi2-scale  model  of  the  car,  the 
construction  of  which  he  has  overseen  on  behalf  of  Illinois  Benedictine 
College.  The  college  is  seeking  funds  to  send  an  exhibit,  including  this 
model,  on  tour  to  the  cities  the  original  car  visited. 


terstate  Route  94  now  runs 
under  the  hill  where  his  final 
house  sat;  this  stretch  of 
highway  is  called  the  Lowry 
Hill  Tunnel.  A  lifelong  ad- 
mirer of  Lincoln,  Lowry 
wrote  his  own  book  of  mem- 
ories of  the  16th  president, 
which  was  published  after 
the  developer's  death. 

If  Lowry's  beloved  sou- 
venir has  been  forgotten,  it 
will  not  long  remain  so.  Illi- 
nois Benedictine  College  in 
Lisle,  Illinois,  has  undertaken 
a  project  sure  to  return  the 
Lincoln  funeral  train  to  the  at- 
tention of  historically  minded 
Americans.  Dr.  Wayne  Weso- 
lowski, a  chemistry  professor 
at  the  college  and  an  avid  rail- 
road modeler,  is  overseeing 
an  effort  to  build  a  Vi2-scale 
model  of  the  funeral  train  to 
commemorate  the  130th  an- 
niversary of  the  funeral  this 
spring. 

Included  in  the  model  are 
the  funeral  car  itself,  the  lo- 
comotive Nashville,  which  pulled  the 
train  over  much  of  its  joumey,  Lincoln's 
coffin,  and  the  special  hearse  which  re- 
ceived the  coffin  on  its  arrival  in  Spring- 
field. As  Civil  War  Times  Illustrated 
goes  to  press  the  coach  and  locomotive 
have  been  finished  and  the  hearse  and 
coffin  models  near  completion.  Dr. 
Wesolowski  said  the  college  hopes  to 
send  an  exhibit,  including  the  model 
train  and  photos  of  the  original,  on  a 
tour  that  will  include  every  major  stop 
on  the  funeral  train's  route  from  Wash- 
ington to  Springfield.  The  exhibit's  abil- 
ity to  visit  cities  outside  the  Midwest 
will  depend  on  availability  of  funds.  Vol- 
unteers from  the  National  Model  Rail- 
road Association  will  help  display  the 
exhibit  and  provide  information  to  visi- 
tors at  each  stop. 

The  railroad  car  that  carried  Lin- 
coln's body  was  perhaps  the  ultimate 
expression  of  Victorian  rail  travel.  In 
1865  it  captivated  the  attention  of 
Americans  of  both  North  and  South. 
Today,  even  at  V12  its  original  size,  the 
car  remains  a  powerful  memento  of  the 
Civil  War's  most  renowned  martyr. 
Certainly  it  has  earned  distinction  as 
one  of  the  most  evocative  vehicles  in 
American  history.  ■ 

David  Nelson  is  a  professional  techni- 
cal writer  who  resides  in  Brooklyn 
Park,  Minnesota. 
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CORINNK  CAIN,  LTD. 

Fine  Arts  Appraiser  /  Art  ConsLilt. 
326  West  Harmont  Drive 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021-5643  USA 
(602)  279-2167 
FAX  (602)  906-0677 

24  April  1996 

Carolyn  Texley 

The  Lincoln  Museum 

200  East  Berry  Street 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana     46801-7838 

Dear  Carolyn, 

My  latest  conversation  has  been  with  Kim  Bauer  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Society.  He  is 
about  to  see  what  appears  in  their  files. 

The  single  panel  that  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  sounds  like  it  could  be  a  cousin  to 
those  belonging  to  Union  Pacific  as  it  features  a  little  girl  in  pink  with  a  basket  on  her  arm 
within  a  round  medallion  shape  outlined  in  gold,  although  I  believe  that  they  said  their 
panel  was  painted  grey. 

Compare  these  to  your  panels  and  if  you  would,  please  send  me  xeroxes  and  physical 
descriptions  of  your  panels  for  my  files  (to  include  dimensions  of  the  panels  please). 
The  faxes  were  very  difficult  to  read. 

Meanwhile  I  feel  sated.  Having  watched  Murder  One's  finale,  I  finally  know  who  killed 
Jessica  Costello  (nuts  but  true). 

Best  wishes  and  thank  you  for  your  help! ! 

Sincerely, 


Corinne  Cain 

I  will  look  forward  to  visiting  your  museum! 


A 


Senior  Member  of  American  Society  of  Appraisers 

^  g^  z^        Fine  Arts  &  Native  American  Arts 


#33 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 

Medium  Oil  on  wood  panel 

Size  13  5/8"  height  X  13  5/8"  width  (painted  area) 

14  1/2"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Signed  Not  visible 

Condition  Panel  has  been  rejoined  using  epoxy  two  inches  down  from  top  edge. 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  November  1984  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Abrasions  have 

been  inpainted  in  an  obvious  manner. 
Date  Circa  1865 

Description        Pink  flourishes  have  been  painted  at  each  comer.  Inside  1 1  1/3"  gold 

roundel  is  a  landscape  scene  featuring  a  wooden  bridge  with  two  figures. 

Behind  them  is  a  large  waterfall  with  trees  on  either  side. 
Provenance        Part  of  Lincohi's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 

Fair  Market  Value 

Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#34 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Date 
Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  5/8"  height  X  13  1/2"  width  (painted  area) 

16  '/4"  height  X  15  1/2"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  February  1985  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Abrasions  that 

have  been  inpainted  are  obvious  as  no  fill  was  added.  Yellow  varnish 

staining  is  evident  along  the  perimeter. 

Circa  1865 

French  blue  flourishes  adorn  each  of  the  four  comers.  Within  the  gold 

roundel  that  measures  11  1/3"  in  diameter  is  a  female  figure  with 

large  white  wings  whose  right  hand  rests  on  a  round  portrait  of  George 

Washington.  She  is  carrying  a  plant  sprig  in  her  left  hand. 

Part  of  Lincohi's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 

Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#35 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Date 
Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  1/2"  height  X  13  1/2"  width  (painted  area) 

16"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  February  1985  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Retouching  is 

evident  as  infill  was  not  added  first.  Staining  from  old  varnish  is 

somewhat  visible  along  perimeter  of  painted  area. 

Circa  1865 

Pink  flourishes  have  been  painted  at  each  comer.  Inside  roundel 

that  is  defined  by  a  gold  band  is  an  outdoor  scene  with  a  still  brook 

in  the  foreground  Flowering  plants  are  in  bloom  along  the  back  edge 

of  the  water.  Mountains  are  in  the  distance  after  thick  areas  of  trees. 

Part  of  Lincohi's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 

Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


«36 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  5/8"  height  X  13  5/8"  width  (painted  area) 

16"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  November  1984  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Retouching  is 

obvious  as  no  infill  was  added  first.  Faint  stains  fi-om  old  varnish 

remain  visible. 

Pink  painted  flourishes  adorn  each  of  the  four  comers.  Inside  the 

1 1  1/3"  gold  ringed  roundel  is  a  seascape  featuring  a  sailboat  with 

a  single  sail  raised  immediately  in  firont  of  a  light  house.  There  is 

a  large  ship  on  the  horizon  line. 

Part  of  Lincoln's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 

Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#37 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Date 

Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  5/8"  height  X  13  1/2"  width  (painted  area) 

16"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  November  1984  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Retouching  is 

noticeable  as  infill  was  not  added  first.  Faint  evidence  of  varnish 

staining  is  around  perimeter  of  painted  portion.  The  panel  is  cracking 

from  the  left  side  measuring  2  Vi\ 

Circa  1865 

Pink  flourishes  were  painted  at  each  of  four  comers.  Within  11  1/3" 

roundel  is  an  outdoor  scene  depicting  a  woman  walking  away  from 

the  viewer.  There  is  a  two  story  building  at  viewer's  right.  Three 

sailboats  are  on  the  lake  at  midground.  There  is  a  large  boulder  in 

the  immediate  foreground. 

Part  of  Lincoln's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 

Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#38 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Date 
Description 


Frame 
Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  5/8"  height  X  13  1/2"  width  (painted  area) 

16"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  February  1985  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Retouching  is 

noticeable  as  infill  was  not  used.  Faint  staining  from  old  varnish  is 

evident  along  perimeter. 

Circa  1865 

Pink  flourishes  are  painted  at  each  comer.  Within  the  11  1/3"  in 

diameter  roundel  is  an  outdoor  scene  that  reveals  a  woods  clearing 

in  the  foreground.  A  large  lake  separates  the  clearing  from  many 

buildings  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake  backed  by  pale  blue  mountains. 

Part  of  Lincohi's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 

Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#39 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Date 
Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  5/8"  height  X  13  1/2"  width  (painted  area) 

16  1/2"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  February  1985  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Retouching  is 

distinguishable  as  infill  was  not  used.  Panel  is  cracking  horizontally. 

From  the  viewer's  left  side  the  crack  measures  2  Vz'.  From  the  viewer's 

right  side  the  crack  measures  2"  in  length.  Faint  yellow  staining  is 

visible  around  perimeter  of  painted  area. 

Circa  1865 

French  blue  flourishes  are  painted  on  each  of  the  four  comers.  Within 

the  1 1  1/3"  in  diameter  roundel  outlined  in  gold  metallic  paint  is  a 

single  figure  wearing  a  yellow  drum  with  red  rims.  He  holds  two  sticks 

as  though  playing  the  drum  while  he  glances  toward  the  viewer's  left. 

There  is  a  wood  enclosure  at  left  foreground.  The  drummer  is  wearing 

a  blue  coat  with  gold  buttons.  His  hat  has  a  red  feather  attached  in  fi-ont. 

Part  of  Lincohi's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 


Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#32 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 


Date 
Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

14  3/4"  height  X  14  3/4"  width  (painted  area) 

16"  height  X  15  1/4"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Chicago  Conservation  Center  in  November  1984  cleaned,  retouched 

and  applied  a  Soluvar  varnish  to  each  of  the  panels.  Retouching  is 

particularly  evident  just  below  the  roundel's  bottom  edge.  Craquelure 

was  present  before  conservation  undertaken  remains  visible,  but  appears 

to  be  stable.  Evidence  of  yellowing  varnish  along  outside  edges  of 

composition. 

Circa  1865 

French  blue  flourishes  are  painted  at  each  comer.  Gold  encircled  roundel 

measures  1 1  1/3"  in  diameter.  It  contains  a  scene  with  a  ship  at  sail 

perilously  close  to  rocky  shore  in  an  active  sea. 

Part  of  Lincobi's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 


Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 


#31 

Artist  Unknown 

Dates  and  Nationality 


Medium 
Size 

Signed 
Condition 

Date 

Description 


Provenance 


Oil  on  wood  panel 

9"  height  X  3  1/3"  width  (painted  area) 

10"  height  X  7  1/2"  width  (panel  dimensions) 

Not  visible 

Fair  to  good.  Craquelure  is  severe.  Lifting  of  pigment  has  taken 

place  at  very  bottom.  There  is  a  Vi"  abrasion  above  the  roundel. 

Circa  1865 

An  eagle  with  its  wings  outstretched  has  a  red  ribbon  winding  above 

and  below  the  bird.  There  are  boats  in  the  background  on  either 

side  of  the  bird.  Grey  and  dark  tan  lines  drawn  above  and  below 

the  roundel  serve  to  visually  contain  the  composition  like  a 

decorative  border. 

Part  of  Lincoln's  private  railway  car  as  decorative  panels. 


Fair  Market  Value 


Created  for  him  for  his  private  railroad  car,  but  as  was  completed  in  March  or  April  1965 
Washington  to  Springfield  was  used  to  carry  his  body. 

This  one  decorated  a  panel  near  a  clerestory  window 


Panel  from  the  Lincoln  Funeral  Car  held  by  the  Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Panel  from  the  Lincoln  Funeral  Car  held  by  the  Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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On  one  engine  wc  have  a  valve  which 
has  caused  considerable  talk.  The  brake- 
valve  handle  can  be  moved  to  position  for 
service  application  until  the  air  is  heard 
escaping  from  preliminary  exhaust  port 
from  brake-valve  reservoir,  but  not  from 
the  equalizing  exhaust  port,  as  it  should  ; 
but,  nevertheless,  the  lank  and  driver- 
brakes  will  be  slowly  applied,  when  engine 


was  coupled  between  the  engine  and  train 
the  stop-cock  on  the  whistle-pipe  at  the 
rear  of  the  train  may  have  been  open,  or 
the  whistle-valve  on  the  engine  may  have 
worked  a  little  hard  and  the  air  di:,charge- 
valves  been  i)arlly  choked  up  with  cinders. 
The  air-eotk  on  the  gauge  "  combination  " 
Raving  a  larger  opening,  would  reduce  the 
pressure  enough  to  blow  the  whistle  all 
riyht.  M.   E.  Waits. 
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The  whistle-signal  problem  which  I 
gave  to  the  readers  of  L<»comotivk  En- 
Ive  was  c:i.M  KKiNc;  last  month  may  be  thus  ex- 
Iso  the  plained:  'Ihere  was  a  crack  in  rubber 
diaphragm  cIonc  to  the  joint  between 
chambers  ,/  and  /.'  and  directly  under 
port  ,1.  Now,  my  theory  as  to  why  the 
whistle  would  bhnv  by  oi>ening  small  air- 
cock  at  the  i:w\  of  last  coach  and  refused 
to  blow  when  the  c<jnductor's  valve  vkas 
opened,  is  this  :  Hy  oi>ening  conductor's 
valve,  a  considerable  amount  of  air  being 
discharged  from  whistle-pipe,  the  pressure 
in  chamber  A',  instead  of  raising  dia- 
jjhragm,  would  rur,h  through  the  crack 
in  diaphragm  to  chamber  A.  Then  p<.rt 
it.  being  so  small,  would  ehc-ek  the  flow  of 
air  enough  to  retain  a  pressure  in  chamlx-r 
.  /  sullicieiit  to  hold  diaphragm  down  and 
prevent  air  escaping  through  seat  and 
enough  to  blow  the  whistle  ;  but  the  hole 
tliroiigh  the  small  air-eoek,  being  but  a 
very  little  larger  than  iKjit  ,/.  would  allow 
but  a  moderate  amount  of  air  to  escape, 
or  enough  so  that  the  pressure  in  chamber 
/>'  would  raise  the  iliaphragni  before  it 
c.nild  force  itself  iliroiigh  the  crack  into 
chamber  ./  and  e»|ualire.  1  have  had 
several  cases  of  this  kind,  and  in  every 
instance  it  was  caused  by  the  rubber 
lihragm  cracking  near  the  joint. 
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William  Henry  Harrison  Price 

and 

The  Lincoln  Funeral  Car 


Several  years  ago  my  uncle,  Charles  Price,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  asked  me  if  I  still  had  the  bowl 
that  had  been  presented  to  my  great-grandfather,  William  Henry  Harrison  Price,  whom  I  will  refer 
to  henceforth  as  W.H.H.  At  the  time  he  asked,  I  had  no  idea  what  bowl  he  was  referring  to.  He 
explained  that  the  bowl  had  been  presented  to  W.H.H.  in  connection  with  his  being  the  foreman  in 
charge  of  building  a  railroad  car  for  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  Somewhere,  in  the  far  reaches  of 
my  mind,  I  did  recall  this  great-grandfather  being  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Lincoln  car, 
but  hadn't  paid  much  attention  to  the  discussion.  How  I  wish  I  had  listened  and  asked  questions, 
but  I  was  just  a  small  child  then. 

In  1990  I  retired  and  one  of  my  first  projects  was  to  get  the  many  photographs  I  had  collected 
into  some  semblance  of  order.  Many  of  them  came  from  my  grandparents  attic.  I  became 
interested  in  these  old  pictures  and  the  people  in  them.  This  led  me  down  the  path  of  genealogy 
and  what  I  can  tell  you  about  W.H.H.  Price. 

There  were  numerous  things  in  my  possession  that  meant  nothing  to  me  at  the  time,  but  now 
mean  a  great  deal.  I  began  gathering  bits  and  pieces  from  several  sources.  Much  was  learned  from 
the  old  family  Bible  given  to  Lydia  in  1887  by  her  husband,  W.H.H.  Someone  had  carefully 
recorded  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  Information  also  came  from  an  eighty-five  year  old  man  in 
Bowling  Green,  Indiana  who  has  an  interest  in  genealogy.  And  from  my  cousin,  Charles  McCoy 
Dugger  of  Miami,  Florida,  who  has  a  wonderfiil  mind  that  has  retained  a  great  deal  of  family 
information.  He  has  been  a  constant  source  of  help  and  encouragement  to  me. 

William  Henry  Harrison  Price  was  bom  on  the  16th  of  November  1840  in  Elizabethtown, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  firstborn  of  Daniel  and  Catherine  Jane  (Sproat)  Price.  He  had  four 
brothers  and  four  sisters.  When  he  was  about  eleven  years  old,  the  family  lived  in  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  but  for  a  number  of  years  after  that,  I  have  been  unable  to  determine  where  they 
lived  until  1866.  At  that  time,  the  family  moved  to  the  tiny  town  of  Bowling  Green,  Indiana  near 
Terre  Haute.  W.H.H.  was  twenty-six  years  old  at  that  time  and  may  not  have  moved  there  with 
them. 

He  had  taken  his  apprenticeship  in  the  trade  of  railroad  car  building  at  the  Renova  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Shop.  According  to  his  obituary  he  was  considered  one  of  the  most  expert  car  builders 
of  the  country.  He  was  frequently  mentioned  in  the  trade  journals  in  connection  with  his  work. 
Other  than  his  apprenticeship,  it  is  not  known  where  he  was  educated.  However,  it  is  evident  that 
he  was  a  very  articulate  man  from  reading  his  article. 

When  the  Civil  War  began,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  but  served  only  a  short  time.  He 
accepted  a  position  as  a  foreman  at  the  United  States  Military  Car  Shop  at  Alexandria,  Virginia. 
This  probably  occurred  about  1862.  In  1863  he  was  instructed  to  build  a  railroad  car  for  President 
Lincoln.  He  served  as  the  foreman  of  this  project  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel  DC. 
McCallum  who  was,  according  to  an  account  about  the  car,  an  acting  brigadier  general  who  was 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Union  Army's  railroad  system.  Mr.  B.P.  Lamason  was  the 
superintendent  of  the  shop  and  designer  of  the  car. 


At  Christmas  that  year,  W.H.H.  was  presented  with  a  silver-plated  bowl  with  a  small  medallion  on 
it  with  an  inscription  that  reads,  "Presented  to  W.H.H.P.  by  the  Employers  of  U.S.M.R.R.  Dec. 
25,  1863".  This  was  the  bowl  my  uncle  had  asked  about  and  I  found  several  years  later  while 
looking  through  things  taken  from  my  grandparents  attic  and  stored  by  me  for  some  eight  to  ten 
years. 

The  car  was  completed  in  February  1865  according  to  W.H.H.  in  an  article  he  wrote  for  a 
publication  o^  Locomotive  Eugiueeriug  dated  September  1893.  This  article  is  one  of  my  treasures 
as  I  have  the  original  publication. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Lincoln  never  used  the  car  while  alive  and  family  legend  has  it  that  he 
thought  the  car  was  far  too  pretentious  for  him.  A  considerable  amount  of  information  is  available 
about  the  funeral  car  and  the  journey  carrying  the  President  from  Washington  to  Springfield, 
Illinois.  I  remember  the  family  talking  about  having  pieces  of  the  crepe  that  decorated  the  car  and 
having  seen  it  as  a  child.  My  mother  told  of  my  younger  brother  taking  it  to  school  for  "show  and 
tell".  However,  I  did  not  find  it  among  the  things  fi-om  the  attic.  I  related  this  to  my  cousin, 
Charles  Dugger,  and  said  how  sorry  I  was  that  I  didn't  know  what  had  become  of  it.  Several 
months  went  by,  and  one  day  in  February  1994,  a  package  arrived  from  Florida.  To  my  surprise 
my  cousin  had  sent  me  pieces  of  crepe,  fringe,  and  silk  cord  taken  from  the  car.  W.H.H.  confessed 
to  having  taken  some  of  it  in  the  article  in  Locomotive  Engineering.  We  believe  that  small  pieces 
of  the  decoration  were  given  to  various  family  members  for  keepsakes.  The  pieces  he  sent  had 
belonged  to  his  mother,  Irene  Price  Dugger. 

I  asked  Charles  if  he  had  anything  else  he  would  like  to  add.  He  stated  he  had  no  other 
information  about  the  Lincoln  car  and  that  most  of  what  he  knew  was  from  things  our  uncle 
Charlie  and  I  had  sent  to  him.  He  did  tell  me  about  locating  the  decorations.  This  is  what  he  said: 
"I've  got  a  little  old  trunk  that  used  to  be  my  grandfathers,  my  grandpa  Dugger.  There  is  a  lot  of 
little  old  stuff  stuck  in  there,  odds  and  ends,  a  few  pictures.  Nothing  of  any  interest.  Most  all  of 
the  family  pictures  were  lost  when  my  parents  moved  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  ship  carrying  their 
personal  items  sunk.  I  found  an  envelope  that  has  some  of  that  Lincoln  crepe  and  I  want  to  be 
sure  to  send  that  to  you.  I  don't  have  any  use  for  it  and  I  know  that  you  would  like  to  have  it. 
There  is  not  a  whole  lot  left  because  everyone  seemed  to  steal  a  little  of  it.  I  think  I  recall  now 
that  the  kids  took  it  to  school  and  the  teacher  snipped  off  some  of  it.  But  there  is  enough  there 
and  I  will  send  it  on  to  you".  I  am  thankful  these  items  had  not  been  destroyed  and  grateful  to  my 
cousin  for  giving  them  to  me. 

Now,  back  to  W.H.H..  It  was  on  the  13th  of  October,  1868  that  W.H.H.  was  married  to  Lydia 
Ann  de  Hart  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  by  Reverend  D.  Rutlege.  A  year  later  a  son  was  bom  to 
them.  He  was  William  de  Hart  Price,  my  beloved  grandfather  whom  I  called  Papa  Bill.  Two  more 
sons  followed,  Samuel  Kees  Price  and  Jesse  Shefield  Price. 


It  is  unclear  where  the  family  lived  while  raising  these  children,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  they 
may  have  spent  some  time  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois.  There  was  a  large  car  shop  there  and  it  is  quite 
possible  W.H.H.  may  have  been  employed  there.  Part  of  my  reasoning  for  this  stems  from  the 
following:  My  aunt,  Grace  Price  Biedelman,  who  will  be  95  years  old  on  July  25th,  is  one  of  my 
sources  of  information.  When  I  visit  with  her  I  ask  her  to  tell  me  anything  she  can  remember 
about  the  family.  She  related  to  me  recently  that  her  father,  William  de  Hart  Price,  was  sent  to 
Evansville  to  work  from  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois. 

While  working  here,  her  father  met  Parthenia  Rose  at  an  ice  cream  social.  They  were  married  and 
had  seven  children.  My  father,  Conrad  William  Price,  was  their  firstborn.  They  remained  in 
Evansville  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Samuel  Kees  Price  also  married  in  Evansville  and  lived  here  until  his  death.  However,  the  third 
son,  Jesse  Shefield  Price,  was  only  fourteen  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Georgia. 
Although  he  married  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  he  lived  in  Atlanta  for  many  years  and  died 
there. 

According  to  the  obituary  of  W.H.H. ,  he  moved  from  Evansville  to  Oakland  City,  Georgia  in 
1888  to  take  charge  of  the  car  repairing  department  of  the  Southern  shop.  Oakland  City  was 
about  four  miles  outside  Atlanta,  near  Ft.  McPherson.  Today,  it  is  part  of  Atlanta.  While  there  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Dixon  Lodge  #569.  He  died  there  on  the  8th  of  October 
1898  at  the  age  of  58,  and  was  buried  in  Atlanta.  His  wife,  Lydia,  survived  him  until  1926.  She 
took  care  of  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Osborne  de  Hart,  who  lived  to  be  105.  I  remember  hearing  a 
great  deal  more  about  Grandma  de  Hart  and  her  age  than  I  heard  about  W.H.H.  and  his 
accomplishments. 

Learning  about  the  replica  of  the  funeral  car  being  built  by  the  Illinois  Benedictine  College  was 
quite  by  accident.  I'm  grateftil  to  Bill  Bartelt  for  telling  me  of  the  project.  I  am  really  looking 
forward  to  seeing  it  next  year  when  it  tours. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  share  these  bits  of  information  about  the  great-grandfather  that  I  never  knew, 
but  who  has  become  a  very  real  person  to  me  these  last  few  years.  I'm  very  proud  to  have  been  a 
part  of  his  family. 


This  has  been  prepared  and  recorded  by  Margaret  Anne  Price  Lant,  Evansville,  Indiana. 
Dated:  April  25,  1994 
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On  the  auction  block 

Everything  including  the  sink  Antiques  at  a  Haines  City  auction 
aren*t  just  family  heirlooms.  They  have  history. 

Linda  Florea 
Sentinel  Staff  Writer 

January  17,  2007 

HAINES  CITY  ~  What  do  Abraham  Lincoln's  sink,  Japanese  war  propaganda  and  a  square  grand  piano  ha\  e  in 
common?  They  will  all  be  up  for  grabs  Saturday  at  the  House  of  David  auction. 

"It's  going  to  have  a  lot  of  nice  pieces  that  are  going  to  be  hard  to  find  anywhere  else,"  auctioneer  Paul 
Himeisen  said.  "It's  something  dealers  would  be  interested  in  because  of  the  variety  of  items  as  well  as  a  good 
amount  of  collectibles  and  antiques." 

One  of  the  most  unusual  items  in  the  auction  will  be  a  silver  and  brass  folding  lavatory  sink  that  Himeisen 
thinks  was  in  a  Pullman  railroad  car  made  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1 864.  Although  Lincoln  never  rode  in  the 
car,  describing  it  as  too  fancy,  it  carried  his  body  to  Illinois  for  burial. 

In  1929  the  car  was  refitted  and  the  sink  was  removed  and  purchased  by  a  railroad  worker.  The  worker  passed 
on  the  sink  to  his  son,  who  turned  it  over  to  Himeisen  to  sell. 

Although  the  Pullman  company  records  were  destroyed  in  a  fire  and  the  owner's  original  receipt  was  mined  in  a 
flood,  Himeisen  does  have  a  statement  from  the  buyer  as  to  its  authenticity. 

"It's  never  been  up  for  auction,"  Himeisen  said.  "Our  stance  is  family  history,  even  verbal  history,  is  a  good 
background  as  long  as  everything  fits  into  the  right  slot.  If  it  didn't  match  up,  it  would  be  a  different  story." 

Although  the  records  are  gone,  the  history  of  the  railroad  car  the  folding  sink  is  said  to  ha\'e  come  from  is  at 
pullman-car.com/history/History.html.  Himeisen  said  he  has  researched  the  sink  and  is  ver>'  certain  it  was  taken 
from  Lincoln's  railroad  car.  The  minimum  starting  bid  will  be  $5,000. 

Also  on  the  auction  block  is  a  set  of  34  Japanese  propaganda  prints,  including  one  showing  the  landing  on  the 
Aleutian  Islands  in  Alaska  and  another  depicting  Japanese  bombers  in  formation  over  New  York  Cit\'.  The 
prints  are  in  the  original  case  with  a  cover  piece  of  rice  paper  explaining  the  scene  in  Japanese. 

"The  prints  came  from  a  man  in  the  Pacific  theater  in  World  War  11."  Himeisen  said.  "He  got  those  in  Japan  as 
the  war  was  ending." 

Himeisen  said  most  of  the  Japanese  propaganda  was  destroyed  after  Japan  suiTcndered. 


Another  gem  at  the  auction  is  a  Victorian  square  parlor  piano  that  came  from  Winter  Haven.  The  ornate  and  rare 
piano  is  worth  about  $10,000  in  its  current  condition,  he  said.  In  restored  condition  it  would  be  worth  $25,000 
or  more.  The  starting  bid  is  $3,000. 

While  Haines  City  might  not  be  the  epicenter  for  antiquing,  Himeisen,  who  has  run  the  auction  in  Haines  City 
for  more  than  nine  years,  said  he  sees  a  change  in  the  way  families  handle  their  heirlooms. 

"A  lot  of  retirees  come  to  this  area,  and  what's  happening  is  there  is  a  change  in  the  trend,"  he  said.  "You  used 
to  hand  stuff  down  to  the  children.  What  we  have  found  is  most  children  do  not  want  what  the  parents  had  ~ 
most  of  the  time  they're  interested  in  the  money,  not  the  memories." 

He  added  that  some  retirees  see  their  heirlooms  as  a  retirement  fund  and  are  afraid  their  children  will  not  know 
their  true  value. 

House  of  David  has  auctions  the  first  and  third  Saturday  of  the  month  and  a  coin  auction  once  a  month.  Because 
of  the  unique  pieces  in  Saturday's  auction,  instead  of  the  usual  800  to  1,300  items  from  the  estate  auctions,  there 
will  be  only  about  400  items  and  about  60  or  70  antiques. 

The  preview  begins  at  9  a.m..  The  auction  kicks  off  at  10.  Prospective  bidders  may  go  to  houseofdavidauctions 
.com  for  a  look  at  the  items  and  directions. 

Bidders  may  place  bids  by  phone  and  should  call  863-412-4185  and  leave  basic  information.  When  the  item 
comes  up  for  bid,  an  employee  will  call  the  bidder,  although  Himeisen  warns  that  there  is  no  guarantee  on  the 
condition  of  any  of  the  items  sold  over  the  phone. 

Linda  Florea  can  be  reached  at  lflorea@orlandosentinel.comor  407-931-5951. 
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